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—* There i is 7 family which would 
have lived to this day without paying homage to 


the God of nature and grace in ſocial worſhip, 


which has been enabled, by the help of pious - 


Forms, to maintain daily religion in the houſe, 
and the children and the ſervants of the family 
have been trained up to conſtant devotion. And 


God forbid that any houſe' among chriſtians 


ſhould be prayerleſs, ſince theſe devout compo- 
ſitions are ſo eaſy to be had. with this ſort of 
devotional writings were multiplied among the 
Diſſenters,” 2 

” WarTs's Miſcellanies, p. 211, 
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HAT Family- prayer is an indiſpen- 

ſible duty, and an important means 
of religion, are points which are here taken 
for granted. If this work ſhould fall into 
the hands of any who need to be convinced 
of either, they are referred to the many 
excellent diſcourſes which have been pub- 
liſhed upon the ſubject; particularly Mr. 
HENRY’ Ss Church in the Hauſe ; Dr. Don- 
DRIDGE's Addreſs to the Maſter of 4 Family; 
Mr. Jos Oxrox's and Dr, STENNETT'S 


Diſcourſes on Family Wor ſhip. - 


Among the many excuſes commonly 


urged for the omiſſion of this duty (which 
in the above publications are fully an- 
ſwered), one of the moſt frequent is, the 
want of ability or courage to pray in the 
preſence of others. Where this is really 
the caſe, the moſt natural and effectual an- 
ſwer is — © Make uſe of forms.” The 
lawfulneſs and expediency of ſo doing, I 
ſhall not attempt to prove. It has been ad- 
mitted and defended by the ableſt and beſt 
of our divines, ſeveral of whom have pub- 
REN En, a 2 liſhed 
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| liſhed forms of devotion for the uſe of fa- 
milies. If any ſhould think it better not 
to worſhip God in their families at all, 
than to adopt precompoſed prayers, they 
are not to be reaſoned with. The abſur- 
dity of ſuch a pretence, the reader may ſee 
expoſed in Dr. WaTTs's recommendatory 
preface to Mr. Bourne's Chriſtian's Family 
Prayer-Book *. 

Very far am I from diſcouraging the uſe 
of extemporary prayer : it has undoubtedly 
ſome advantages peculiar to itſelf; and I 
have known many common chriſtians poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſuch a talent for it as exceeded the 
beſt forms which have ever been publiſhed. 
But ſome ſerious perſons are deſtitute of 
this gift. And it muſt be confeſſed, that 
others who can and do' pray extempore, 
would better promote the edification of 
their families, if they were, occafionally at 
leaſt, to adopt ſome good printed forms. 

It is a happineſs that we have ſo many 
volumes of family-prayers, both by Church- 
men and Diſſenters, ſuited to the different 
taſtes and ſentiments of different perſons. 

There is yet, however, room for more, as 


© Page 8 4th Edit. printed for Lowndes, 1770. 
N. B. This work contains prayers for a month, and many | 
occaſional ones. 
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variety is pleaſing and edifying. There 
ſeemed particularly to be a want of further 
aſſiſtance for Proteſtant Diſſenters of an 
evangelical caſt; ſeveral of whom have ex- 
preſſed a with for ſome publication of this 
kind, and have encouraged me to attempt 
it, 1 thought that I could not better an- 
ſwer their end, than by collecting together 
a number of the excellent forms which had 
been publiſhed, in different volumes, by ſome 
of their moſt fayourite writers. Thoſe by 
Mr. Williſon are inſerted at the particular 
requeſt of a pious lady, who thought it a 
peculiar excellence in them, that they much 
reſemble extemporary prayer. 

It may be proper to apprize the reader 
what liberties have been taken with theſe 
compoſures. Several of them being too 
prolix are abridged,. Sentences which were 
too long are divided; the conſtruction of 
others rendered more eaſy ; and ſome. tranſ- 
poſed. The phraſeology is changed where 
it was thought, improper, and a few words 
and ſentences are in ſome places inſerted, 
particularly to adapt the prayers to the caſe 
of families ; ſeveral of them not being ori- 
ginally intended for family-prayers. This 
was eſpecially requiſite in regard to thoſe 
taken from Dr. Doddridge's Riſe and Progreſs, 


in 
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in ſome of which the introductions will be 
ere entirely new. 

As moſt of theſe forms might be thought 
too long for ſome families, there are 
crotchets inſerted to denote what paſſages 
may be left out without injuring the con- 
nexion. For the ſake of variety the reader 
may occaſionally adopt theſe paſſages, and 
mark others to be omitted. | 
The occaſional prayers are new compoſi- 
tions, which are adapted to the moſt com- 
mon occurrences, and which may be eaſily 
altered as circumſtances vary. In all, great 
attention has been paid to plainneſs and 
fimplicity, both of thought and expreſſion. 
On the whole, it is hoped this publica- 
tion will be acceptable to ſuch as eſteem 
the writings of thoſe miniſters from whoſe 
works it is compiled ; and it is particularly 
recommended to young chriſtians, and to 
families which have only a female head. 

That God may bleſs it as the means of 
promoting the much neglected buſineſs of 
family religion, is the ardent Prayer of the 
Etor. 
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Lokb' DAY MORNING: 


Me" gracious God and Father: It is 

good for us to draw near to Thee: 

The nearer the better: And it will be beſt 
of all, when we e e 
in the kingdom of glory. 

We bleſs thee for the return * this 
| oe light; O let the day- ſpring from 
gon high viſit our ſouls, and the ſun of 
righteouſneſs ariſe with healing under his 
wings. The light we ſee is the Lord's: 
This is the day which the Lord has made, 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. [We 


bleſs thee that thou haſt” favoured: us with | * 
thine holy ſabbaths, and that we were early 
taught to put a difference between theſe” 1 


and other days. Thanks be to thy name 
that our ſabbath opportunities are con- 

tinued to us, and that we are not wiſhing 

in vain for theſe days of the Son of Man. 

Hoſannah to the Son of David, bleſſed is 

he that [eomerh i in the name of the Lord.] 

| : B Lb 
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O that we may be in the ſpirit on the 
Lord's day: That this may be indeed the 
ſabbath of the Lord in our dwelling and 
in our hearts: A ſabbath of reſt from ſin, 
and of reſt in God. Enable us, we pray 
thee, ſo to ſanctify this day, that it may 
be ſanCtified to us, and made "a means of 
our ſanctification. Grant that, by reſting 
from our worldly employments, our hearts 
may be more taken off from preſent things ; 
and that, by employing our time in the 
worſhip of God, we may be led into a 


more expericfenal acquaintance | with the® 


work of heaven, and be made more meet 
for that bleſſed world. 1 82 
While on this day we remember the 
great work of creation as finiſhed, we give 
glory to thee, O God the Father almighty, 
the maker of heaven and earth. ¶ Thou 
madeſt all things by the word of thy power, 
and didft pronounce all very good; and they 
continue to this day according to thine or- 
dinance. . Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 
receive bleſſing, and honour, and glory, 


and power, for thou haſt created all things, 
and for thy pleaſure they are and er 


| created. 
Oo hw 
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O thou who didft at firſt command the 
light to ſhine out of darkneſs, ſhine this 
day into our hearts, and give us more of 
the light of the knowledge of thy glory, in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt ; and let us be thy 
workmanſhip, created anew in him unto 
good works. 

With peculiar pleaſure would we call to 
mind this day the reſurrection of our ex- 
alted Redeemer from the dead, bn the firſt 
day of the week, by which he was declared 
to be the Son of God with power, and is 
become the firſt fruits of them that ſlept. 
O that as Chriſt was raiſed from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, fo we alſo may 
riſe and walk in newneſs of life. 

We bleſs thee that; when Jeſus was glo- 
rified, the Holy Ghoſt was given to carry 
on his undertaking till his ſecond coming, 
and that we have the promiſe that he ſhall 
abide with us for ever. We pray that the 
Spirit of him that raiſed up Chriſt from the 
dead, may dwell and rule in us, to make 
us partakers of a new and divihe nature. 

We bleſs thee, for thy holy word, which 
is a light to our feet, and a lamp to our 

| B 2 paths. 
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paths. [Let us not receive this grace of 
God in vain, but teach us to value and 
underſtand that bleſſed book, which was 
written for our learning, that, we through 
patience and comfort of the ſcriptures 


might have . hope.] Eſpecially we bleſs. - 


thee for the great goſpel record, © that 
© God hath given to us eternal life, and 
that this life is in his Son.” O may we 
receive it as a faithful laying, and worthy | 
of all acceptation, May we have an inte- 
reſt, in the mediation of thy Son; and grant 
that Chriſt may be made of God unto. us 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and 
redemption. [ Being called into fellowſhip 
with him, and by faith united to him, 
may Chriſt live in us, and may we grow 
up into him, in all things, Who is our 
head. Let us have the Spirit of Chriſt, 
ſo, that it may appear we are his, and thro' 
him may we have eternal life.] | 
We bleſs thee for the new covenant 
made with us in Jeſus Chriſt.” May we fly. 
for refuge to it, and take hold of it, as the 
hope ſet before us. O receive us graciouſly 
into the bonds of the covenant, and make 
us accepted in the beloved. 
SN Grant 
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Grant that our hearts may this day be 
filled with pleaſing thoughts of Chriſt, and 
that great love wherewith he hath loved us. 
For his ſake, forgive all our ſins, in thought, 
word, and deed ; and let our luſts be mor- 
tified, that they may not be as clogs to hin- 
der the aſcent of our fouls heavenwards. 

We pray thee to affiſt us in all the reli- 
gious ſervices of this thine own holy day. 
Go with us to the ſolemn aſſembly; for if 
thy preſence go not with us, wherefore 
ſhould we go thither? Help us to draw 
nigh to thee with a true heart, in full 
aſſurance of faith. Meet us, O God, with 
a bleſſing. Grace thine- own ordinances 
with that ſpecial preſence of thine which 
thou haſt promiſed where two or three are 
met together in thy name. Help us 
apainſt our manifold infirmities, and the 
fins that do moſt eafily beſet us in our 
_ attendance upon thee. Let thy word come 
with life and power upon our ſouls, and 
be as good ſeed ſown in good ſoil, taking 
root and btinging forth fruit to thy praiſe. 
And let our prayers and praiſes be ſpiritual 
facrifices, acceptable in thy fight through 
Jeſus Chriſt, * * ' 
B 3 We 
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We pray, O Lord, that thy preſence may 
be. in all Chriſtian aſſemblies this day. 
Grace be with all them that love the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in fancerity ; yea, let great 
grace be upon them all. Aſſiſt all the 
miniſters of the goſpel, that they may 
rightly divide the word of truth, and ſpeak 
with plainneſs, fervour, and ſucceſs. Bleſs 
thy ſervant on whoſe miniſtry we attend, 
and make him an inſtrument of much good, 
to our ſouls. 

In the chariot of the everlaſting goſpel 
may the great Redeemer ride forth trium- 
phantly, conguering and to conquer, and 
let every thought be ſubdued into obe- 
dience unto him. May many be brought 
to believe the report of the goſpel, and to 
many may the arm of the Lord be revealed. 
May finners be converted to thee, and thy 
ſaints be built up in knowledge, faith, 
holineſs, and comfort, unto ſalvation. 
Now the God of hope fill us with joy 
and peace in believing, for Chriſt Jeſus 
ſake, our bleſſed Saviour and mn. 
who hath taught us to pape. | 
Qur Fathers: Ge, TT 55a "3 
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O Eternal, ever- bleſſed, and glorious Lord 
6 God: Thou art over all, God bleſſed 
for ever; moſt wiſe and powerful, holy, 
® juſt, and good. Thou art happy with- 
out us, and needeſt not our ſervices; nor 
can our goodneſs extend unto thee ; but 


without thee we are miſerable : if thy 


goodneſs extend not unto us, we are for 
ever undone. We therefore entreat thy fa- 
vour with our whole heart. Thy loving- 
kindneſs is better than life. | 


[We confeſs that we have forfeited thy, » 


favour, and are utterly unworthy of any 
bleſſing. from thee. But we are humbly 
bold to pray for mercy, in the name of 
Jeſus: Chriſt, who loved us and gave him- 
ſelf for us.] We bewail it before thee 
that, by the corruption of our natures, we 
are become odious to thine holineſs, and 


utterly unfit to inherit the kingdom of 
God: and we confeſs that, by our many 
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actual tranſgteſſions, we are become ob- 

noxious to- thy juſtice, and liable to thy 

wrath and curſe. ¶ We have reaſon to bluſh 

and tremble in all our approaches to thee, 

the righteous and holy God. Even the 

iniquities of our holy things would be our 
ruin, if thou ſnhiouldſt deal with us aecord- | 

ing to the demieritof chem.) 

But with thee, O God, there is mercy, 
aud plenteous redemption. Bleſſed be thy 

| name, thou' haſt graciouſly provided. for all 

| who truly repent, and believe the goſpel, 

| that the guilt of their fins ſhall be removed 
ll turough'the merit of thy Son's death, and 
3 the power of them broken by his Spirit. 
| We rejoice in the affurance we have, that 
he is able to fave to the uttermoſt them 
that come unto thee through him, ſeeing 
that he eyer liveth- to make interceſſion for 
; then: . 1 n e ble 
Tord, we come to en thioogh this 
bleſſed: mediator, earneſtly defizing, 'by re- 
peritance-and faith, to turn from the world 
and the fleſu, unte thee as our God and 
Father in Jeſus Chriſt, as our ruler and 
our portion. Ane en ſorry that we have 


8 1 1. N N | | offended 
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offended thee ; we are aſhamed to think of 
our ungrateful and treacherous carriage to- - 
wards thee. O look upon us in mercy, 


through thy well-beloved Son, on the me- 


rit of whoſe righteouſneſs and death we 


rely, as the only ground of our hope ,to- 
wards thee. For his ſake receive us gra- 
ciouſly and love us freely. Heal our back- 
llidings, and let not our iniquity be our 
ruin.) 

We deſire to have nothing more to do 
with ſin; and pray as earneſtly that the 


power of it may be ſubdued in us, as that 


the guilt. of it may be removed from us. 
May the God of peace ſanctify us wholly. 


Renew us in the ſpirit of our minds; and 
make us in every thing ſuch as thou would 


have us to be. 


Mortify our pride, and clothe us with 
humility. Subdue our angry paſſions, and 


put on us the ornament of a meek and 
quiet ſpirit, which in the ſight of God is 


of great price. Help us to crucify the 
fleſh, with all its affections and luſts; to 


keep under our body, and bring it into ſub- 


jection to the laws of religion and right- 


F''g 18 reaſon; 
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reaſon ; that we may always poſſeſs our veſ- 


ſel in ſan&ification and honour. 
Let the love of the world be 8 out 


of us, and that covetouſneſs which is ido- 
latry; and let the love of God in Chriſt be 
ſhed abroad in our hearts, by the power 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Mortify in us all 
envy and hatred, malice and uncharitable- 
neſs; and engage us to love one another 
with a pure heart fervently, as becomes 
the followers of the bleſſed Jeſus, who has 
given us this as his new commandment. 

We pray thee to rectify all our miſtakes. 
If in any thing of moment we be in an 
error, diſcover it to us, and let the Spirit 
of truth lead us into all truth. May we 
know the truth as it is in Jeſus: the truth 
which is according to godlineſs. Give us 
that good underſtanding which they have 
that do thy commandments. 

Convince us more effectually, we pray 
thee, of the vanity of the world, and its 
inſufficiency to make us happy; of the 
vileneſs of ſin, and its tendency to make 
us miſerable: of the worth of our ſouls, 
and the awfulneſs of that everlaſting ſtate, 
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on the borders of which we are ſtanding ; 
and make us ſerious and diligent in our 
preparation for it. [May we labour leſs for 
the meat which periſheth, and more for 
that which endureth to everlaſting life. 
May we be governed by that faith which - 
is the ſubſtance of things hoped for, and 
the evidence of things not ſeen. May we 
uſe the world ſo as not to abuſe it, know- 
ing that the world and the faſhion of it 
paſſeth away, and we are paſſing away with 
it.] 

O let thy grace be mighty in us to pre- 
pare us for that great change, which will 
ſhortly, and may ſuddenly, come; which 
will remove us from a ſtate of trial to that 
of retribution; and do thou at length make 
us meet fur the inheritance of the ſaints 
in light. 

And prepare us, O Lord, we beſeech 1 tas 
for whatever we may meet with between 
this and the grave. We know not what is 
before us, but thou knoweſt; and we deſire 
chearfully to leave ourſelves in thy hands, 
who ordereſt all things well. We beg of 
r 5-09 for all the 

2 ſervices, 
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ſervices, and all the ſufferings to which 
thou mayeſt call us. Arm us againſt 
every temptation, and help us, at all times, 
. and in all conditions, to glorify God, to 
keep a good conſcience, and to be found in 
the way of our duty, that we may main- 
tain our hope and joy in Chriſt, and have 
2 bright believing proſpect of eternal life. 
Here bring in the Interteſſion, when there is 
lime * ir.) * 


Bless e all the members of this 
family, and make us bleſſings to each other. 
Whether parents or children, maſters or 
ſervants, old or young; help us faithfully 
to diſcharge the duties of our ſeveral ſta- 
tions, in an honourable, acceptable, and 
-uſeful manner ; and give, us all a happy 
meeting at laſt in the houſe eternal in the 

heavens. _ | 
We bleſs ins. gracious God, for the 
continued comforts of life, and particularly 
for all the mercies of this thine own holy 
day. How amiable are thy tabernacles, O 
Lord of hoſts. . A day in thy courts is 
better than a thouſand. Bleſs the word 

| | which 
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which we have this day heard, both to us 
and to all that attended upon it. Hear the 
prayerg we have offered, accept our praiſes, 
and forgive whatever thy pure eye hath 
ſeen amiſs in our performances. 
Take us under thy protection this night, 
and enable us to cloſe the day with thee, 
that we may lie down in peace, and our 
ſleep may be ſweet. Be with us through 
the enſuing week; enable us to carry into 
it ſomething of this day's enjoyments; that 
we may be the better fitted for another 
ſabbath, if we ſhall live to ſee another; 
and grant that by all the means we enjoy 
on earth, we may be made meet for the 
everlaſting ſabbath above, when time and 
days ſhall: be no more. [O help us to 
cloſe this and every ſabbath, with the joy- 
ful expectation of Chriſt's ſecond coming, 
and of our reſurrection to a bleſſed immor- 
tality.] * 8 | 
Now unto the King eternal, immortal, 
' 1nviſible, the only wiſe God and our Sa- 
viour, be honour and glory, dominion and 
praiſe, henceforth and for ever. Amen. 
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A GENERAL INTERCESSION. 
WE humbly beſeeeh thee, O heavenly 
Father, to accompliſh all that thou haſt 
promiſed concerning thy'church in the lat- 
ter days. Let the earth be filled with thy 
glory. Let the fulneſs of the Gentiles be 
brought in, and let all Iſrael be ſaved. 
Propagate the goſpel in all parts of che 
Britiſh empire, Let the enlargement of 
trade and commerce contribute to the en- 
largement of thy church. Let the king- 
dom of Chriſt, in all places, be erected 
upon the ruins of Satan's kingdom. Haſten 
the downfall of the man of fin, and let 
primitive chriſtianity, pure religion, and 
undefiled before God even the Father, be 
revived and made to flouriſh wherever the 
goſpel is ſent. Let the power of godlineſs 
prevail among all that have the form of it. 
May the wars of the nations end in the 
peace. of the church, and the convulſions 
and revolutions -of ſtates and kingdoms, 
iſſue in the advancement. of the kingdom 
of God among men : that kingdom which 
cannot be moved, | 


We 
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We pray that Great-Britain and Ireland 
may flouriſh. Let thy providence be as a 
wall of fire round about us, and thy goſpel 
the glory in the midſt of us. Be gra- 
cious to our ſovereign the king; protect his 
perſon, guide his councils, and proſper his 
government, for the public good. Bleſs 
the privy counſellors, the nobility, the 
judges and magiſtrates of the land; make 
them faithful to their truſt, and ſerviceable 
to the beſt intereſts of the nation. 

Bleſs all the miniſters of thy holy word. 
Make them burning and ſhining lights: 
faithful to Chriſt and the ſouls of men. 
Unite them and thy people together in 
truth and love. Pour out upon them a 
healing ſpirit; a ſpirit of charity, forbear- 
ance, and condeſcenſion. With one conſent 
may they all ſtudy to promote the intereſts - 

of our great maſter, and the common ſal- 
vation of precious ſouls. 

Proſper, we pray thee, the trade of the 
nation; guard our coaſts; diſappoint the 
devices of our enemies, and preſerve the 
public peace. Bleſs the fruits of the earth; 
continue our plenty; abundantly bleſs our 

: proviſions, 
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proviſions, and ſatisfy our poor with bread, 
Preſerve the health of the nation, and de- 
light to dwell among us and to do us goad. 

We pray far all our friends and relatives, 
| that they may be the objects of thy pro- 
vidential care, and enriched with the bleſ- 
ſings of thy heavenly grace. Oh that none 
of our friends may be enemies to God. 
| Bleſs the riſing generation, and let them 
be a ſeed to ſerve thee. Let thy work, 
O Lord, appear unto thy ſervants, and thy 
glory unto their children. 
Finally, we recommend to thy tender 
compaſſion the ſick and afflicted, the poor 
and needy, the tempted and diſconſolate, 
the widows and fatherleſs. Be thou a pre- 
ſent help unto them in every time of trou- 
ble. Do good to them that are good; 
to all the upright in heart. Grace be with 
all them that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
ſincerity. | 
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MONDAY MORNING. 
[ Henry. ] 
Lord our God; we defire with all hu- 


mility and reverence to adore thee, as 
a being infinitely bleſſed and glorious ; who 
haſt all perfection in and of thyſelf, and 
who art the fountain of all being, life, 
and bleſſedneſs. It is an unſpeakable pri- 
vilege that we have liberty of acceſs unto 
thee, through Jeſus Chriſt, and have leave 
2 call thee our Father in him. O look 
upon us now, and be merciful to us, as 
thou uſeſt to be to thoſe that love thy 
name. May we all account our daily 
worſhip of thee the moſt needful part of 
our daily buſineſs, and the moſt pleaſant of 
our daily comforts. 

Thou art the God of all the Families of 
1ſrael : be thou the God of our family: 
And grant that, whatever others do, we 
and ours. may always ſerve the Lord. And 
do thou cauſe thy bleſſing to reſt upon our 
habitation,” from day to day, and from year 

We.” * to 
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to year. Lord bleſs thou us, and we ſhall 


be bleſſed indeed. ; 
We humbly thank thee for the mercies 


of the night paſt, and of this morning. 
We have laid us down and ſlept, and have 


awoke again, becauſe thou haſt ſuſtained 


us. Thanks be to God, that no plague 


has come nigh our dwelling ; but that we 
are ſpared to fee the light, and enjoy the 


_ » comforts, of another day. It is of thy 
-mercies, O Lord, that we are not con- 


ſumed, and becauſe thy compaſſions fail 
not: they are new every morning, great is, | 
thy faithfulneſs. 

We confeſs that we are guilty before 
thee. We have finned and come ſhort of 


thy glory. [ Through the corruption of 


our natures we are bent to backſlide from 
thee. We are backward to good, and 


prone to evil continually. Vain thoughts 


too often lodge within us, lying down and 
riſing up, which defile or diſquiet our 
minds, and keep out the thoughts of God 
and things divine. We are too apt to bur- 
den ourſelves with that care which thou 


haſt encouraged us to caſt upon thee.} 


vs We 
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We are greatly wanting in the duties of 
our particular relations. [Too often are 
we the occaſion of folly and ſin to each 
other, inſtead of provoking one another to 
love and to good works.] We are cold and 
defective in our love to thee our God; 
weak in our deſires towards thee; unſteady 
in our walking with thee; and often out 
of frame for thy ſervice. 

O Lord, forgive us all our ſins, and be 
at peace with · us, through him who died 
to make peace, and ever lives to make in- 
terceſſion. [There be many that ſay, Who 
will ſhew us any good? Lord, let not us 
take up with any thing in this world as 
our portion : Lift up thou the light of thy. 
countenance upon us, and.that ſhall put 
gladneſs into our hearts more than they 
have whoſe earthly ſtore encreaſeth.] | 

To thy care, O our God, we commit 
ourſelves this day: Compaſs us about with 
thy favour as with a ſhield ; preſerve our 
going out, and our coming in. 

[Our bodies, and all our worldly affairs, 
we commit to the conduct of thy good 
Proven, and chearfully ſubmit to its diſ- 

C2 poſal. 
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poſal. Preſerve our health ; proſper us in 
all our lawful. employments, and give us 
comfort in all our worldly enjoyments. 
Our 'ſouls, and all their more momentous 
concerns, we commend to the government 
of thy Spirit. O let thy grace be ſufficient 
for us, and work in us both'to will and'to 
do that which is good, of thine own good 
pleaſure. Enable us to do the work of 
this and every day, in its day, according 
as the duty of the day requires. May we 
acknowledge thee in all our ways, and do 
thou direct our ſteps.] | 
Lord, keep us from all evil; but eſpe- 
cially from the evil of fin. Give us the 
rule over our own fpirits. - Let us not be 
provoked to wrath, or ſpeak unadviſedly 
with our lips. Diſpoſe us to live toge- 
ther in peace and holy love; and may the 
God of love and peace be with us. 

Make us conſcientious in all our deal- 
ings, as becomes thoſe who ſee thine eye 
ever, ppon us. Arm us againſt every tempt- 
ation; keep us in the way of duty; and 
pteſerve us in thy fear all the day long. 
In every doubtful caſe let our way be 
18 et” $54 made 
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made plain before us; and give us that wiſe 
dom of the prudent which is profitable to 
direct. Let integrity and uprightneſs pre- 
ſerve us, for we wait on thee. 
Prepare us for all the events of this day; 
for we know. not what a day may bring 
forth: And make us to ſtand compleat in 
thy whole will. May we be willing to deny 
ourſelves, to take up our croſs daily, and 
follow Chriſt. [Sanctify all our crofles 
and diſappointments to us; teach 'us to 
ſubmit ta thy will in them, and let us find 
it good for us to be afflicted, that we may 
be partakers of thy holineſs.] Lord, fit us 
for death, judgment, and eternity. Give 
us grace to live, every day, as thoſe who 
know not but it may be our laft. 
Lord, plead thine own | cauſe in the 
world. Build-up thy church, and ere& the 
throne of the Redeemer on the ruins of 
Satan's kingdom. Let the reformed churches 
be more reformed. Support and' deliver 
thoſe that ſuffer for righteouſneſs fake. Do . 
good to us in theſe nations. Bleſs the 
king, and all in authority. Guide the 
public councils, and over- rule all affairs for 
thine own glory. Let peace and truth pre- 
C 3 vail 
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vail in our day, and be preſerved to thoſe 
that ſhall come after us. 
Be gracious to all our relations, friends, 
— neighbours, according to their neceſſi- 
Supply the wants of all thy people. 
| nog in the families of them that fear 
thee, and call upon thy name. Forgive our 
enemies, and give us a right and charitable 
ſpirit towards them and all men. | 
Viſit, comfort, and relieve the afflicted. 
Succour the tempted; ſupport the oppreſ- 
ſed; and give. joy to thoſe that mourn in 
Zion. Deal with us and our family accord- 
ing to the tenor of the everlaſting covenant, 
which is well ordered in all things and ſure; 
which is all our ſalvation, and all our defire. 
Now, bleſſed be God for all his gifts, both 
of nature and grace; for thoſe that concern, 
this life, and that which is to come; eſpe- 
cially for Jeſus Chriſt, the fountain and 
foundation of all. NO 
Pardon our imperfections; accept our ſer- } 
vices, and grant us an anſwer of peace, for 
his ſake who died for us and roſe ain: | * 
who hath taught us to pray, 1 
Our Father, &c. i 
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MONDAY EVENING. 
 [Hemy.] 


| OST holy, bleſſed, and glorious God; 
whoſe we are, and whom we are 


bound to ſerve: Thou madeſt us, and not 


we ourſelves ; therefore we are not our own, 
but thine, | 
[Thou art the great benefator of the 
whole creation. Thou giveſt to all life 
and breath, and all things. Thou art aur 
benefactor : the God that haſt fed us, and 
kept us, all our life long unto this day. 
Having obtained help of thee, we continue 


| hitherto the monuments of thy mercy.] 


Thou makeſt the outgoings of the morn-. 
ing and of the evening to rejoice. Through 
thy good hand upon us, we have cloſed 
another day. After the various employ- 
ments of it, we are come together this 
evening to mention the loving-kindneſs of 
the Lord, and the praiſes of our God; whoſe. 
mercy endureth for ever. 
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| Bleſſed — Lord, who daily loadeth us 
with his benefits, even the God of our ſal- 
vation. [We bleſs thee for the mĩniſtry of 
good angels about us, and for the ſervice- 
ableneſs of the inferior creatures to us.] 
We praiſe thee for our bodily health and 
eaſe; for comfort in our relations, and 
places of abode; that thou haſt not made 
the wilderneſs our habitation, nor the bar- 
ren land our dwelling. We thank thee for 
our ſhare in the public tranquillity; and 
£ſpecially for the continned uſe of our rea- 
ſon, and the peace of out conſciences, 
Above all, we bleſs thee for Jeſus Chriſt, 
and for his mediation between God and 
man; for the covenant of grace made with 
us in him, and for the exceeding great and 
precious promiſes and priyilages of it; for 
the throne of thy grace, and for the li- 
berty of acceſs to it, at all times, in the 
name of Jeſus, and for the 49855 of ovine 
life through him. 2 --& 
We confeſs, O Lord; that we have finhed 
- againſt thee, and ſtill daily come ſhort of 
thy glory. O God, thou knoweſt our 
fooliſhneſs, and our ſins are not hid from 
222i kN. ; thee, 
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thee, [We miſpend our time, we neglect 
our duty, we follow after lying vanities, 
and forſake our own mercies. We daily 
offend in thought, word, and deed. Who 
can underſtand his errors? Cleanſe thou 
us from ſecret faults. ] 

Give us repentance for our fins of daily 
infirmity ; Make us duly ſenfible of the 
evil and danger of them, and let the blood 
of Chriſt thy Son cleanſe us from them. 
Grant that' we may lie down this night at 
peace with God, and let our fouls _— in 
thee as our reſt, | 
We commit ourſelves to thy care; may 
we dwell in the fecret place of the Moſt 
High, and abide under the ſhadow of the 
Almighty. [Make thou a hedge of pro- 
tection about our houſe, and about all that 
we have, that no evil may befal us, nor any 
plague come nigh our dwelling.] Refreſh 
our bodies with reſt ; - undiſturbed with 
diſtruſtful cares, or diſquieting fears; but 
eſpecially let our ſouls be refreſhed with 
thy love, and the light of thy countenance z 
for thy benignity is better than life, 


(When 
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[When we awake may we be till with 
thee; may we remember thee upon our 
beds, and meditate upon thee in the night- 
watches.) Reſtore us to another day in 
ſafety; prepare us for the duties and the 
events of it; and by all the ſupports and 
comforts of life let our bodies be fitted to 
aſſiſt our ſouls in thy ſervice. And do thou 
enable us to glorify thee, both with our 
bodies and with our ſpirits which are thine. 
As every day brings us nearer our end, 
Lord teach us ſo to number our days that 
we may apply our hearts unto wiſdom. 


IzVy putting off our garments, and lying 
down to ſleep, may we be reminded of 


putting off the body, and fleeping the ſleep 
of death; thus may we be dying daily, ex- 
pecting and preparing for our great change; 
that ſo when we come to die, it may be no 
ſur prize or terror to us, but we may with 
comfort reſign our ſpirits into thy hands, 
knowing in whom we have truſted. ] 

Prepare us for whatever is appointed for 
us in life. Do us good by all thy provi- 
dences, whether comfortable or afflictive: 


Help us to accommodate ourſelves to them, 
and 
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and by all bring us nearer to thyſelf, and fit 
us for the enjoyment of thee in a better 
world. TOM | 
Lord, let our family be bleſſed in him 
in whom all the believing families of the 
earth are bleſſed. Give us health and proſ- 
perity, and all needful temporal bleſſings 
but eſpecially let our fouls proſper and be 
in health. Let all that belong to us be- 
long to Chriſt; that we who dwell toge- 
ther on earth, may be together for ever 
with the Lord. [Look with pity upon a 
loſt world. Set up Chriſt's throne where 
Satan's ſeat is. Send the goſpel where it is 
not, and make it ſucceſsful where it- is. 
Let it be mighty, through God, to the 
pulling down of ſtrong holds. Cauſe the 
church of Chriſt to- flouriſh greatly in all 
places. Suffer not the rod of the wicked 
to reſt upon the lot of the righteous] 
May our native country be ſtill the care 
of thy Providence: In the peace thereof 
may we have peace, Let glory dwell in 
our land, and upon all the glory let there 
be a defence. Rule in the hearts of our 
rulers, and make them public bleflings. 
2 May 


—— — — - —___KF_L__ 
- — OY — 
— — 7 
—— 


— * — 
—— — —Mh— ——— — — . —— 


—ꝑ— —  ——__— 
o 
— K * — — 
— —ͤ—ñé—ͤGů— ——— x ͤ—ꝝ¹—4D ] VuvL 4 ye 
. 
. 


àEʒ3 * 


May thoſe who are in places of public 
truſt, be faithful to the public intereſt; 
and may thoſe who bear the ſword, be a 
terror to evil doers, a . and * 


to ſuch as do well. 


. Own thy miniſters in theis work : Give 


| thee kill, ability, and zeal, to help ſouls 


to heaven. May the riſing generation be 


ſuch as thou wilt own, and as ſhall do more 


and better fervice in their day than this has 
done. Comfort and relieve all that are in 
poverty and affliction. Teach us to ſympa- 
thize with them, and difpoſe us to do all we 


1 ean for their relief. u 


And do thou for us e 
what we are able to aſk or think, for the 


| fake of Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord our righte- 


quſneſs. To Him, with the Father and 
Eternal Spirit, be glory and egg now n 


for ever. ae, 
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TUESDAY MORNING. 
550 l [Henry.] 


(FEORIOUS Jehovah! Thou haſt thy 
being of thyſelf, and thy happineſs in 
thyſelf alone. We have our being from 
thee, and our happineſs is only in thee. It 
is therefore both our duty and our intereſt 
to ſeek unto thee, to implore thy favour, 
and to give unto thee the glory due to thy 
name. 5 
We confeſs we are utterly unworthy: of 
the honour, and unable for the work, of 
communion with thee. But we come to 
. -thee in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is worthy, and depend upon the aſſiſt- 
ances of thy bleſſed Spirit to work all our 
works in us. . e 
Thou art good to all, and thy tender 
mercies are over all thy works; and thou 
art continually doing us good, though we 
are evil and unthankful. We have reſted 
and are refreſhed, when many have been 
toſſed to and fro till the dawning of the 
| | day. 
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day. We have a ſafe and quiet habitation, 
while many are forced to wander and lie 
expoſed. One day tells another, and one 
night certifies to another, that thou art 
good, and never faileſt thoſe that ſeek thee, 
and truſt in thee. We thankfully own thy 
goodneſs to us, and acknowledge ourſelves 
to be leſs than the leaſt of all the mercy 
and truth thou haſt ſhewed us. 
Above all, we bleſs thee for the gifts 
of thy grace to loſt and miſerable finners 
in and through thy dear Son, the Lord 
| Jeſus Chriſt. We praiſe thee that, having 
laid down his life to make atonement for 
ſin, He roſe again for our juſtification, that 
he might bring in an everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs. We bleſs thee that our eyes ſee the 
light, and our ears hear the joyful ſound 
of redemption by him, and of that life and 
immortality which are brought to light by 
the goſpel. Glory be to God in the higheſt 
that there is on earth peace, and good-will 
towards men. {| We praiſe thee that we are 
favoured with the holy ſcriptures, in which 
the diſcoveries of thy mercy are contained ; 
that they are preſerved to us pure and en- 
tire, 
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tire, and that we have them in a language 
we underſtand. ] 

O let us not receive this grace of God 
in vain. May we rightly underſtand the 
goſpel, firmly believe it, .and chearfully - 
obey it; that ſo we may be ſavingly inte- 
| reſted in the bleſſings which it reveals. 
[We pray that, being juſtified by faith, we 
may have peace with God, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; whom thou haſt ſet 
forth to be a propitiation for ſin, that thou 
mayeſt be juſt, and the juſtifier of him that 
, believeth in Jeſus.] Through him, who 
was made fin for us, though he knew no 
fin, let us finners be accepted as righteous. 
And as Chriſt died for our ſins, we pray 
that we may be dying daily to them. May 
we alſo experience in our ſouls the power 
and virtue of his reſurrection: May we 
riſe with him from the death of fin to the 
life of righteouſneſs; from the duſt of this 

world to a holy, ſpiritual, divine, and hea- 
venly life. 
Flelp us to ſet our affections on things 
above, and not on things that are on earth. 
O that time, and the things of time, - may 
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be as nothing to us in compariſon with 
eternity, and its infinite realities! - Give 
us grace, we pray thee, to look up to the 
other world with ſuch a holy concern and 
realizing faith, that we may look down 
upon this world with a holy contempt and 
indifference, as thoſe that muſt be here but 
alittle while, and muſt exiſt in ſome un- 
known region for ever. ¶ May we rejoice 
as though we rejoioed not; and weep as 
though we wept not; and buy as though 
we poſſeſſed not; and uſe the world as not 
"abuſing it. Conſidering the vanity and un- 
certainty of all things here, may we be 


. holding ourſelves in readineſs for our de- 


parture hence; that when we fail, we may 
be received into everlaſting habitations.] 

. Give us grace, we pray thee, to live a 
life of communion with thee, both in 
providences and ordinances, and a life of 
dependance upon thee; at all times truſt- 
ing in thy power, providence, and pro- 
miſes, and pouring out our hearts before 
thee: Enable us alſo to live a life of de- 
votedneſs to thee, and of complacency in 
thee. May we ſet the Lord always before 
, | us; 
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us; aim at thy glory as our higheſt end; 


and make religion not only our chief buſi- 
neſs, but our higheſt-pleaſure. | 
We beſeech thee preſerve us in our in- 
tegrity to our dying day. O may we never 
forſake or forget | thee ! but with purpoſe 
of heart may we cleave unto the Lord, and 
not count life itſelf dear to us, ſo that we 


may finiſh our courſe with honour and 


joy. # 25 

Let thy good providence order all the 
circumſtances of our dying, ſo as may beſt 
| befriend our comfortable removal to a bet- 
ter world; and while we are here, make 
us wiſer and better every day ; more weaned 
from the world, more willing to leave it, 
and fitter for another and better world. 
[May our laſt days be our beſt days; our 
laſt works our beſt works, and our laſt com- 
forts our beſt comforts.] 

Bleſs us, O Lord, as a family, "with 
every thing ſuited to our ſeveral circum- 
ſtances. . Give us all wiſdom to know the 
duties of our ſeveral characters and ſtations, 


and make us faithful in the performance of 


them. Be gracious to all that are related 
D to 
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to us, or connected with us. Pity and re- 
lieve the children of affliction, and be a 
preſent help to all thy people in every ſea- 
fon of diſtreſs. To thy providential care 
we commit ourſelves and each other for 
the day enſuing. Preſerve us from every 
danger, fortify us againſt every temptation, 
aſſiſt us in every duty, and graciouſly accept 
us: in thy dear Son; to whom, with the 
Father, and the Eternal Spirit, be glory 
and praiſe now and for ever. Amen, 
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TUESDAY EVENING. 
[ Baxter.) 


God, the infinite eternal ſpirit ; moſt 
perfect in power, wiſdom, and good=- 
neſs; though mortal eyes cannot behold 


thee, nor any created underſtanding com- 


prehend thee, thou art ever preſent with 
us and ſceſt the ſecrets of our hearts. All 
our ſins, and all our wants, are known to 
thee: But thou wiſely requireſt our con- 
ſeſſions, as the exerciſe of our repentance, 
and our petitions and thankſgivings, as the 
expreſſions of our deſires, dependance, and 
gratitude. We confeſs our unfitneſs for 
ſuch converſe with thee. O thou, whoſe 

mercy inviteth miſerable ſinners to come 
unto thee, by the new and living way; 


meet us not in thy juſtice, as a conſuming. 


fire, but accept us in thy righteous and 


beloved Son. | | 
Thou, who art the creator of all things, | 


didſt make us in thine image, to know, 


love, and ſerve thee. But fin hath &or-. 
D 2 rupted 
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rupted all our powers, and perverted them 
from the ends for which we were made. 
[Thou art our owner and ſovereign, but 
we have rebelled againſt thee, and lived as 
if we were at our own diſpoſal, obeying our 
carnal wills and appetites. Thou art good- 
neſs and love itſelf, and the author of all 
that is good and amiable. We ought to 
have loved and delighted in thee above all; 
but our hearts have been eſtranged from 
thee, and have delighted in worldly vani- 
ties. Thou haſt made us capable of end- 
leſs glory, and called us to ſeck it ; but 
we have lived as if we believed it not: we 
have deſpiſed the joys of heaven, and pre- 
ferred the ſhort-lived pleaſures of ſenſe.] 

We ought to have ſerved thee with our 

whole hearts, and to have employed our 
time, our thoughts, our tongues, and all 
our powers, for thy glory and the good of 
men. But alas, we have often trifled in 
thy worſhip, and hypocritically ſerved thee 
with, our lips alone, and have taken thy 
dreadful name in vain. Our thoughts have 
been guilty of vanity, folly, and impurity ; 
our tongues, of idle, wrathſul, and injuriaus 
Ds K. 6 RIO Words. 
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words. We have not loved our neighbours | 
as ourſelves, nor ſought each others wel- 
fare, temporal or ſpiritual, with that zeal 
and affection which our relation to each 
other, aud thy love to us, required. We 
have unprofitably abuſed thy talents, and 
done but little good in the world, in com- 
pariſon with what we might have done. 
And though thy wonderful mercy hath 
given us a redeemer, and in him ſuch a 
remedy for our fins, as is the aſtoniſhment 
of men and angels, we have been charge- 
able with unbelief, and a ſtupid negle& of 
this great ſalvation. [How little have we 
been affected with the love and ſufferings 
of a Saviour; and how have we made light 
of Chriſt and his goſpel ! Juſtly mighteſt 
tho deny us the mercy which we have ſo 
lightly eſteemed. ] | 
But deal with us, O Lord, not according 
to our deſerts, but according to our ne- 
ceflity, and thy great goodneſs. Where our 
fin hath abounded, let thy grace much more 
abound. ¶ Thou gaveſt mankind a Saviour 
when we were thine enemies; and it is thy 
great deſign to glorify thy wonderful love 
l D 3 | and 
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-and mercy by means of our unworthineſs 
and miſery : to forgive much, that we may 
love much. Thou ſoughteſt us, when 
we fought not thee; it is thine own com- 
mand that we ſeek thee and beg thy mercy; 
and thou giveſt us the very defires which 
we pour out before thee. Should we, 
therefore, doubt of thy willingneſs to for- 
give penitent believing ſouls, we ſhould 
greatly wrong the riches of thy grace.] 
There is enough in the merit of thy Son's 
obedience and ſacrifice to expiate our guilt, 
and juſtify penitent believers in thy fight. 
We would therefore encourage ourſelves in 
the Lord onr God, and chearfully "7 pan 
thy pardoning mercy. 

And while, in the exerciſe of dd, we 
earneſtly implore the forgiveneſs of our "paſt 
ſins, we defire chearfully to return to thee, 
in the way of our duty, and humbly give 
up ourſelves to thee as our God, our Fa- 
ther, our Saviour, and our Sanctifier; be- 
ſeeching thee to receive us upon the terms 
of thy covenant of grace. Renew and ſanc- 
tify us by thy Spirit. Take from us the 
heart of * and Noe: us s hearts of fleſh. 
Impart 
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Injipart to us a divine and heavenly nature, 
and transform us into the image of thy 
holineſs. Enable us to devote ourſelves, 
and all that thou giveſt us, entirely to thee 
as thine own: Bring all the powers of our 
ſouls and bodies into a full 3 to 
thy government. 

Shed abroad thy love in our hearts, by 
the power of the Holy Ghoſt. Shew us 
more of thine infinite goodneſs and perfec- 
tions, and the wonderful mercy which thou 
haſt given us in Chriſt; and let the beams 
of thy love ſo fire our breaſts, that we 
may love thee with all our hearts and ſouls; 
with all our mind and ſtrength; and may 
taſte the beginning of the felicity of heas 
ven; where we ſhall love thee more than 
we can now deſire or conceive, Give us 
more of the ſpirit of adoption; poſſeſs us 
with all child-like affections towards thee; 
as our reconciled God and Father in Chriſt. 
Teach us to make thee bur ultimate end, 
and to ſeek thy glory in all we do. And 
let thy exceeding love and mercy to us, en- 
gage us to love one another; to love all 
mankind.; to love even our enemies them- 
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ſelves. | May we ever be ready to pardon 
the injuries we may receive, and to do good 
to all, to the utmoſt of our power. 
Keep us, we beſeech thee, from every 
thing in our words and actions by which 
we ſhould diſhonour thy name, and grieve , 
thy Spirit. Quicken and animate us in 
every duty, whether perſonal, relative, or 
divine. And help us to ſpend this tranſi- 
tory life in a diligent preparation for death 
and eternity. Let our hearts and our con- 
verſation be in heaven. Be with us through 
all the changing ſcenes of life; and O for- 
_ ſake us not in our laſt extremity, but give 


aus hope in a dying hour, and take our de- 


parting ſpirits to be with Chriſt. - 

Set up thy glory, O Lord, above the hea- 
vens, and let thy name be ſanctified in all 
the earth, Convert the heathen and infidel 
world to the faith of thy Son. Give wiſe 
and upright rulers to the nations; and let 
the goſpel of Jeſus go forth as the ſun, to 

enlighten the whole world. Reform the 
* churches which are dark and corrupt. Caſt 
down that tyranny and ungodlineſs which 


wg out _—_ e and peace. 
Preſerue | 
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Preſerve and bleſs the reformed churches, eſ- 
pecially in theſe kingdoms. Make our rulers 
faithful to their truſt, that they may ſeek 
the true proſperity of their country. Teach 
thou our teachers. Give all thy churches 
able and faithful. paſtors, and abundantly 
ſucceed thEir labours, that their hearers 
may be fruitful in knowledge and holigeds, 
peace and charity, 

Bleſs all the members of this family, 
together with all that are near and dear to 
us, both in body and ſoul; and help us to 
ſerve each other in love. We thankfully 
acknowledge thy fatherly goodneſs mani- 
feſted to us this day. Be pleaſed to continue 
it through the night watches. Give us 
| ſuch reſt of body and mind as may fit us for 
the duties of the day enſuing. We aſk all 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our only Sa- 
viour and Mediator. Amen. 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING: 
[ Baxter. 


In the Method of the Lonn's.Prave, 


M2*7 glorious God, and moſt merciful 
Father ; thou dwelleſt in the higheſt 
heaven, but haſt manifeſted thy glory thro' 
all the earth. With filial reverence and 
delight would we celebrate thy petfeQions. 
Thou art power, wiſdom, and goodneſs it- 
ſelf; the creator of all things; the owner, 
the ruler, and the benefactor of the world; 
but eſpecially of thy church and people. 
We adore thee that though, by fin, we 
thy children were become thine enemies; 
flaves to ſatan and the world; and had ex- 
poſed ourſelves to the condemnation of thy 
law; thou in thy paternal love haſt inter- 
poſed, to redeem us to thyſelf by Jeſus 
Chriſt thy Son, and to regenerate us by 
thy holy Spirit. We bleſs thee that thou 
giveſt us leave to call thee our reconciled 


Father, and to entertain the hope of an 
immor- 
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immortal inheritance in thy heavenly king- 
dom. O with what wondrous love haſt 
thou loved us, that we who had been re- 
bels ſhould be called and made the ſons of 
God! 

Thou haſt advanced us to his 2 
that we might be wholly devoted to thee; 
as thine own; that we might love thee 
with all our hearts, delizhtfully obey thee, 
and ever live to thy glory. Cauſe us and 
all the world to hallyw, reverence, and fanc- 
tify thy great name. O may we live to thee 
as our ultimate end; and may thy ſhining 
image on our ſouls glorify thy divine 5 
fections. 

Cauſe all the kipgdame of the 7 to 
caſt off the tyranny of Satan' and of fin; 

to acknowledge thy ſupreme authority; 
and to become the kingdoms of the Lord 
and his Chriſt. And O do thou perfect 265 
kingdom of grace in our ſouls,” by engaging 
us to a more willing and abſolute ſubjec- 
tion to thy government; and we beſeech 
thee to haſten thy kingdom of glory. . 
We pray that neither we, nor others, 
may be governed by the will of the fleſh, 
ues or 
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or of man; by erroneous imaginations, or 
by that ſelf-will which is the idol of the 
wicked; but by the good and acceptable 
and perfect will of God, which thou haſt 
revealed in thy word. Make known thy 
word of truth and righteouſneſs to all the 
world, and cauſe men to underſtand, be- 
lieve, and obey the goſpel of ſalvation ; fo 

that the earth, which is now too much 
like hell, may in holineſs, peace, and love 
be made to reſemble heaven. [May thy 
churches on earth deſire and endeayour to 
reſemble thy heavenly church, in which 


mou art obeyed and loved and praiſed with 


the higheſt delight, ape. and per- 
fection.] 

We pray that thou, who art che God of 
our lives, and the author of all our out- 
ward comforts, wilt be pleaſed to maintain 
the life which thou haſt given us here, 
till the work of life be finiſhed. . Grant 
us, we pray thee, ſuch health of mind and 
body, ſuch protection, and ſuch ſupplies, 
as ſhall beſt fit us for our duty. Give us 
this day, and every day, our daily bread, and 
make us content therewith. {Save us from 

the 
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the love of the riches, honours, and plea- 
ſures of this world; and from that pride, 
indolence, and ſenſuality, which they tend 
to cheriſn.] Help us to acknowledge thy 
_ providence in our diligent labours ; to 
ſerve thee faithfully with all that thou 
giveſt us; and to labour above all things 
for the meat which endureth to everlaſting 
life. 

We heſeech thee of thy mercy, through 
the ſacrifice and propitiation of thy be- 
loved Son, forgive us all our fins and ref 
paſſes; all our omiſſions of duty, and com- 


miſſions of what thou haſt forbidden; our 


ſins of heart, of word, and of deed: [our 
finful paſſions and affections: our ſecret and 
open ſins: our fins of ignorance, negli- 
gence, and raſhneſs ; eſpecially our fins 
againſt knowledge and conſcience ; againſt 
ſolemn vows and covenant engagements.) 
Spare us, good Lord, and grant us repent- 
ance unto life, Take not away thine holy 
Spirit from us, nor deny us his affiſtance 
and holy operations. Seal to us the par- 
don of our fins; lift up upon us the light 
of thy countenance, and grant us the Joys 
of thy ſalvation. 


And 
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And let thy love and mercy to us fill 
us, not only with love and thankfulneſs to 
thee, but with love and mercy to our bre- 
thren, and even our enemies; that we may 
heartily forgive them, as (through thy grace) 
we hope we do. 

For the time to come, ſuffer us not wil- 
fully to caſt ourſelves into temptationt, but 
enable us carefully to avoid them, and re- 
ſolutely to reſiſt and conquer what we can- 
not avoid. Let us not be tempted by Sa- 
tan or the world, or tried by thy judg- 
ments, above the ſtrength which thy grace 
ſhall give us. And O do thau mortify 
thoſe inward luſts which are our conſtant 
and moſt dan gerous enemies. 

Deliver us from a fearleſs confidence in 
our own ſtrength, and let us not dally with 
the ſnare, nor taſte the bait, but cauſe us 
to fear and depart from evil; leſt, before we 
are aware, we be entangled and overcome, 
to the wounding of our conſciences with 
guilt, and with the dread of thy wrath. 
Eſpecially fave us from error and unbelief, 
from pride and hypocriſy, from ſenſuality. 
and hardneſs of heart. Deliver us from 
2 2 the 
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the malice of Satan, and wicked men, and 
from all the evils which fin brings along 
with it. 

While we earneſtly crave all this from 
thee, we humbly tender our praiſes, and 
qur future ſervice to thee. Thou art the 
king of all the earth: thy kingdom is ever- 
laſting : wiſe and juſt and merciful is thy 
government. Thine is the power, both to 
puniſh thine enemies, and to aſſiſt and re- 
compence them that love and ſerve thee: 
and to thee is the glory due for all that they 
are, and do, and enjoy: we pray that thou 
mayeſt he glorified in and by US. The 
whole creation proclaimeth thy praiſe; but 
in heaven only art thou ſerved in perfection, 
where the bleſſed ſee thy glory. O that we 
may at length arriye there, and with the 
innumerable company of ſaints and angels 
admire, adore, love, and-ſerve thee for ever, 
who waſt, and art, and art to come! Of 
thee, 'and through thee, and to thee, are all 
things, to whom be glory, by Chriſt A 
ti ever. Amen, 


WED- 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING. 
Barter. ] 


| Gion. OUS Jehovah ! While angels 
and perfected ſpirits are praiſing thee 
in the preſence of thy glory, thou haſt al- 
lowed and commanded us to take our part 
in the preſence of thy grace. We have 
the ſame moſt holy God to praiſe; and 
though we ſee thee not, our faith diſcerneth 
thee in thy works and word. And, bleſſed 
be thy name, though as ſinners we are un- 
worthy, and our beſt ſervices are polluted, 
yet we have a great High-prieſt, who was 
holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſeparate from 
finners ; who appears for us before thy 
throne, with the merits of his ſpotleſs life 
and ſacrifice. In his name would we now 
approach thy preſence, with hope and con- 
fidence. Accept our perſons and ſervices 
through this bleſſed Mediator. 
Hol v, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty; 
who waſt, and art, and art to come. Thou 


* N. B. When brevity is required, this prayer may be 
begun here. This may be uſed occaſionally, as it was ori- 
 ginally intended, for Lord's Day Morning. 
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art eternal, without beginning or end: im- 


menſe, without meaſure or bounds: the 
infinite Spirit, the Lord and Life of the 


creation : moſt powerful, wiſe, and good, 
All thy works declare thy praiſe: thy glo- 
rious perfections appear in them all; for 
thy glory and pleaſure they were all created, 
The heavens, and all the hoſts thereof ; the 
ſun, the moon, and the ſtars of light; the 
earth, and all that dwell therein, with all 
its beauteous ornaments ; the air, and all 
that breathe in it ; the great deeps, and all 
that inhabit them ; all are the preachers of 


thy perfections, and all ſhew forth the great 


Creator's glory. | 
[How amazing was that power which 


produced the univerſe from nothing ! which 


with aſtoniſhing ſwiftneſs moveth thoſe 
great luminaries above, and ſendeth forth 
their light and influence ; which giveth life 
to ſuch numberleſs tribes of beings, in the 
earth, the air, and ſea ; and which through 
ſo many ages preſerveth the whole frame 


of nature! How glorious that wiſdom 
which ordereth all things, which aſſigns to 


all their place and office, and by the moſt 
perfect laws, maintains the beauty and 
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harmony of all! How glorious is that 
goodneſs which made all very good, and 
which is manifeſted in the PR of 
yy living thing !] 

- We glorify thee as our creator and 0. 
vereign. We are thine own, and our en- 
tire obedience is thy due. juſt are all thy 
laws and judgments, true and ſure is thy 
word, and it 1s our duty and our happi- 
neſs, in all e roſe ey to 25 
will. 

Me acknowledge thee as our great be- 

nefactor, in whom we live; and move, and 
have our being. All we are, all we have, 
all we can do, is wholly from thee, and all 
is for thee. Thou art our higheſt end; to 
love thee is our firſt duty, and our only fe- 
licity, for thou art infinitely amiable: thou 
art love itſelf. 

We adore thee as our great Redeemer 
and Saviour. When man by fin. turned 
away his heart from thee, and became an 
idol to himſelf, bleſſed be thy name thou 
didſt not treat him according to his deſert : 
when we forſook thee, we were not ut- 
terly forſaken by thee: when by fin we 

e | were 
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were become thine enemies, and had ex- 
poſed ourſelves to the curſe of thy law, thy 
mercy gave the promiſe of a redeemer; 
whom in the fulneſs of time thou didſt 
ſend, to aſſume our nature; who fulfilled 
thy law, who ſuffered for our ſins, who 
conquered death, roſe again, aſcended to 
heaven, and is there our glorified head and 
interceſſor. Him: haſt thou exalted to be a 
prince and a ſaviour, to give repentance and 
remiſſion of fins. In him thou haft given 
pardon, reconciliation, and adoption, by a 
covenant of grace, unto every penitent be- 
liever. Of enemies and the heirs of death, 
thou haſt made us ſons, and heirs of life. 
[Our ſouls have now a refuge from the 
wrath to come. Satan, the world, and 
death are vanquiſhed. Our Lord is riſen, 
and we have the hope of riſing with him. 
He is aſcended to his Father and our Fa- 
ther, to his God and our God. O may we 
ere long aſcend to our glorified head, and 
be with him where he is, to behold his 
glory! To his hands may we be enabled 
chearfully to commit our departing ſpirits, 
ſaying, © O death, where is thy ſting? O 
grave, where is thy victory?] 
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We praiſe thee for the Spirit of life, 
whom thou haſt ſent, to communicate light, 
and life, and love, to our dark, dead, and 
diſaffected ſouls. May that Spirit be im- 
parted to us, and may we thereby be ſealed 
to the day of redemption. May we remem- 
ber that we are created, redeemed, and ſanc- 
tified, for thy love, and praiſe, and ſervice. 
O let theſe be the delight of our ſouls, and 
the employment of our lives. Strengthen 
O God, we beſeech thee, thy weak and 
languid graces in our hearts, that our love 
may be more ardent, our praiſe more affec- 
tionate, and our obedience more compleat. 
Fain would we be more like thoſe bleſſed 
ſpirits above, whoſe love is unmixed with 
fear, whoſe praiſe is without Es we 
whoſe obedience is perfect, 
We lament that our faith is ſo md "Ml. 
that we have ſo little taſte and feeling of 
thy love; that we are fo preſſed down with 
this load of fin, and fo impriſoned by the 
remainder of our carnal affections. O let 
us not reſt in this ſtate. Lord, increaſe our 
faith. Shed abroad thy love in our hearts. 
Mortify our unbelief, our pride, our ſen- 
ſuality, 
3 „ 
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ſuality, and all thoſe fins which interrupt 
us in the ſervice and enjoyment of thee. 
Make us more holy and heavenly : bring 
us nearer to thee by faith and love now, 
that we may be more meet for that world, 
where the harmony of univerſal love and 
praiſe ſhall never be interrupted by fins or 
griefs, fears or diſcord, but ſhall be everlaſt- 

ingly perfect, to our joy, and to thy glory. 
Vouchſafe more of thy Spirit, O Lord, 
to all thy - churches and ſervants in the 
world ; [that as their ignorance and imper- 
fections have divided and weakened them, 
have ſcandalized infidels, and hardened the 
ungodly ; ſo their knowledge, purity, and 
love may unite and ſtrengthen them ; and 
the glory of their holineſs may win an un- 
believing world to Chriſt, Let every knee 
bow to him, and every tongue confeſs, that 
he is Lord, to thy glory and their ſalvation.] 
Provide and ſend: forth the meſſengers of 
thy grace through all the earth. Let thy 
holy word and worſhip continue in theſe 
kingdoms, ſo long as the world endureth. 
Let all our congregations have burning and 
ſhining lights, that the people may not 
| E 3 periſh 
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periſh for lack of knowledge ; and do thou 
open men's hearts to receive thy word, and 
cauſe them to know the day of their viſita- 
tion. Bleſs the King, and all in authority, 
with that wiſdom and righteouſneſs which 
are needful to the ſafety, peace, and wel- 
fare of themſelves and of their ſubjects. Be 
merciful to thoſe who are in affliction, want, 
or danger, of every kind, and appear for 
them according to thy goodneſs and their 
neceſſity. All which we aſk through our 
glorified mediator, Jeſus Chriſt the righte- 
ous, unto whom as the Lamb that was lain, 
and the great Lord and head of his church, 
be aſcribed glory everlaſting. Amen. 
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THURSDAY MORNING. 
| [ Baxter.] 


Almighty, all- ſeeing, and moſt gracious - 
God; who haſt created us and all 

things for thy glory; we ſinful worms of 
the earth, encouraged by thine own com- 
mand. and promiſe, and by the mediation 
of thine own Son, do humbly caſt ourſelves 
down before thee, to acknowledge thy 
mercies, to confeſs our fins, to ſupplicate 
thy favour, and to tender thee our ſervice. 
Me thank thee that thou haſt made us 
reaſonable creatures, to know and love and 
ſerve thee on earth, and to enjoy everlaſting 
happineſs in thy glory above. We bleſs 
thee that we, who were conceived in fin, 
and who, in our fleſhly ſtate, were enemies 
to thee, by wicked works, were not left, 
like the fallen angels, to helpleſs deſpair ; 
but that we have an all-ſufficient Saviour 
given us, by thy love, who hath redeemed 
us by his blood, and conferred a free par- 
don, and title to life, in his covenant of 
E4 grace,. 
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grace, upon all that heartily accept him as 
their Lord and Saviour. 

We praiſe thee for his bleſſed goſpel, for 
his ſpotleſs example, and for his holy Spirit, 
promiſed to all true believers. | We thank 
thee for our birth and education, our health. 
and friends, our peace and liberty, and for 
all the comforts of. this life. We thank 
thee for our public inſtructions, and private 
helps, for the comfort of thy worſhip, and 
all the means of falvation. But eſpecially 
we praiſe thee if thou haſt bleſſed any of 

them for our good. Adored be thy name 
that thou didſt not give us over to the 
blindneſs of our own minds, the hardneſs 
of our hearts, and the dominion of our 
fleſhly wills and deſires. {How great was 
the mercy which not only ſpared our lives, 
and kept us from hell, while we were fin- 
ning againſt thee, but at length convinced 
any of us of our guilt and miſery; awakened 
us to repentance z taught us the vanity of 
the world, and the certainty and glory of 
the life to come | How great the mercy 
which opened to us the myſteries of thy goſ- 
pel, and drew us to thy Son, as the way to 
thee our end and happineſs !] 
Wo 
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We cannot think of thy love to us with- 
out calling to mind our unworthineſs and 
ingratitude. Our depraved nature was the 
fruitful ſource of manifold iniquities in our 
lives.. Our childhood and youth were ſpent 
too much in folly and ſenſuality. How 
long did we forget our God, our fouls, and 
our everlaſting ſtate! How long did we 
live in ignorance and unbelief, following 
divers luſts and vanities, and reſiſting thy 
bleſſed Spirit, which moved us to repent 
and turn to thee! [And even fince we con- 
ſented to thy holy covenant, we have too 
often yielded to temptations ; we have been 
ſo cold in our love to thee, ſo ſlothful in 
thy ſervice, ſo unfruitful in our lives, fo 
unprofitable both under thy mercies and 
thy fatherlychaſtiſements, that thou mighteſt 
juſtly have taken thine holy Spirit from us, 
and ſuffered us to return to our former 
miſery. of 

O Lord, enter not into judgment with 
us. Forgive us, we beſeech thee, for his 
ſake who is the propitiation for our fins, 
Charge not upon us the fins of our hearts 
or of our lives; of our youthful days, or 
our riper years; our fins of omiſſion or 
* ' | Com- 
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commiſſion. Waſh us in the blood, and 
_ us through the merits, of our Re- 
ae our hearts be eee in conſenting 
to his covenant ; and by a lively faith may 
we be one with him our living head. Let 
us receive the continual communications of 
his enlightening, quickening, and ſanctify- 
ing Spirit, without which our ſouls are 
dark, dead, and polluted, | O give us this 
Spirit to dwell in us, to fill our hearts with 
holy %; to form us to a new and holy na- 
ture; that we may die unto fin, and live 
unto thee. Give us thy Spirit to fill us 
with holy light ; that we may know thee 
in Chriſt, may underſtand thy word, and 
believe thy truth. Give us thy Spirit to 
fill us with holy /ave; that our whole de- 
ſire may be to thee, and our whole delight 
in thee. [Let not our affections be {till ſo 


| cold, our defires ſo languid, our endeavours 


ſo flothful, nor our hopes of heaven ſo 
faint. Suffer not the pleaſures, or riches, 
or honours, of this vain world fo often to 
| ſeal away our hearts from thee, nor our 
fleſhly luſts ſo often to overcome thy Spirit. ] 


Regulate our thoughts, words, and actions 
| | | by 
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by thy word; and govern our affections, 
appetites, and paſſions, by thy grace, that 
they may not hinder but further us in thy 
ſervice. 

Deliver us, O God, from a ſelfiſh temper, 
and teach us to love our neighbour as our- 
| ſelves; to wrong no man in thought, word, 
or deed ; but to-do all the good we can to 
others, both for their bodies and ſouls. 
Save us from the diabolical ſin of pride, 
and all the fruits of it. Make us humble 
and lowly in our own eyes, and patient if 
we are vile in the eyes of others. Teach 
us to loathe ourſelves for' our paſt fins, and 
make us watchful againſt temptations 'to 
them for the future. - Eſpecially ſave us 
from thoſe heart diſtempers which are moſt 
powerful in us, and which we are moſt 
_ prone to. indulge and overlook. Favour us 
with ſuch helps as we moſt need, and bleſs - 
them to us for our good. 

Make us faithful i in all the duties of our 
relations; in the kingdom, in the church, 
and in the family. Teach us to bebave 
aright in our ſeveral ſtations, whether as 
ſuperiors, inferiors, or equals, that we may 
bave comSorg, and be uſeful in them. Mer-. 
2 
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cifully diſpoſe of our perſons, our friends, 

and all our affairs, for the beſt. Protect 

and provide for our bodies : make us con- 

tented with our daily bread, and patient if 

we ſhould ſuffer want. 

Be merciful, O God, to all the afflicted. 
Give ſuch ſeaſonable deliverance to the ſick, 
the oppreſſed, and broken-hearted, as ſhall 
be moſt for their own and others good, and 
for thy glory. Continue thy goſpel to thy 
churches. Furniſh them with ſkilful, holy, 
and diligent paſtors, and bleſs the labours 
of ſuch, to the increaſe of holineſs, love, 
and peace. Bleſs the king and all in au- 
. thority. Teach them to govern, and us to 
obey, as the ſubjects of the King of kings. 
Deliver deceived and oppreſſed nations, eſ- 
 pecially thoſe profeſſing chriſtianity, from 
* tyranny and error. Subdue the powers 
© that rebel againſt thee, and let the king- 

doms of the world become the kingdoms of 
_ Chriſt, Open a way for the goſpel to them; 
ſend them teachers fitted for ſo great a work, 
and crown their labours with ſucceſs, that 
thus thy name may be hallowed, thy king- 
dom may come, and thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day, &c. 
5 THUR SDA 
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KF TERNAL and incomprehenſible God, 

who dwelleſt in light which no man 
can approach, where thouſands, of thou- 
ſands miniſter unto thee ; we adore thee 


that thou alſo dwelleſt on earth, with the 6 


humble and contrite, and haſt conſecrated 
for us a new and living way, that with, 
boldneſs we may enter into the holieſt by 
the blood of Chriſt, and. haſt bid us to 
ſeek thee while thou mayeſt be found. 
We are here come unto: thee at thy call, 
to worſhip at thy footſtool : behold us in 


thy tender mercies, and let the words of d 


our mouths, and the meditations of our 
hearts, be acceptable in thy light, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Thou, O God, art holy, and hateſt the 


workers of iniquity. Thou haſt appointed 


death as the wages of fin : but to exalt thy 
mercy, thou haſt ſent thy Son to be the ſa- 
viour of the world, and haſt promiſed 


for- 
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forgiveneſs of fins, through his blood, to 
all that believe in him, and by true pa 

ance return unto thee. 

- Lord, we confeſs that we are vile kind 
miforeble ſinners ; conceived in fin, and by 
nature the children of wrath, We have all 
gone aſtray from thee every one in his 
own way. - Inſtead of living wholly to thy 
glory, and obeying thy will in all things, 
we have ſought to pleaſe ourſelves, mind- 
ing the things of the fleſh, and making 

proviſion for the luſts thereof. Lord, our 
tranſgreſſions are multiplied before thee, 
and our ſins teſtify againſt us. We are not 
worthy to be called thy children, but have 
deſerved thy wrath. In ſinning againſt 
thee, we have ſinned againſt our own ſouls. 
To us belongeth confuſion of face, but 
unto thee belong mercy and forgiveneſs. 

Have mercy upon us, O God, and heal 

our ſouls that have ſinned againſt thee. 
Waſh us in the blood of the Lamb, which 

taketh away the fins of the would, and ac- 

cept us through him. 1-0 

Grant us repentance unto: lte. — 


us to loathe ourſelves for our ſins, and give 
us 
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us thoſe broken and contrite ſpirits which 
thou wilt not deſpiſe. Enlighten our un- 
derſtandings, to know the wonderful things 
of thy law, and the riches of thy grace in 
Jeſus Chriſt. Put thy fear and thy love in 
our hearts, that we may never depart from 
thee. 4 0 = 
Teach us to live by faith, and thus to 
live above the world, while we are in it, 
and to uſe the world as, not abufing it. 
Let us not paſs the reſt of our time after 
the luſts of men, but after the will of God; 
ſtriving to enter in at the ſtrait gate, doing 
the work of him chat ſent us. Help us to 
walk circumſpectly and without offence, 
redeeming the is, becauſe the Os are 
few and evil. 


Make us ber gen- of good. Co in pa- 
tience poſſeſſing our ſouls; taking up our 
croſs, and following Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
that having ſuffered with him, we may be 
alſo glorified with him. Though tempted, 
may we, overcome in his ſtrength, and at 
laſt may we receive that crown of life 
which he'has proved to all them that are 
faithful unto death. wt ata 
As 
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As the world, O God, was created for 
thy glory, let thy name be glorified in all 
the earth. Let atheiſts, idolaters, and in- 
fidels be converted to thee, Unite all chriſ- 
tians, in Jeſus Chriſt the only true and uni- 
verſal head, in faith and love. O caſt out 
errors and corruptions, heal diviſions, and 
reſtrain the ſpirit of pride, perſecution, and 
cruelty, among all that profeſs thy name. 

By thee kings reign and princes decree 
juſtice, and thou ruleſt in all the kingdoms 
of the earth. By thy gracious hand, O 
Lord, rule and prote& us. Bleſs our king 
and governors : grant them the ſpirit of 
wiſdom and counſel, of holineſs and the 
fear of the Lord. Bleſs all the members 
of the royal family: endue them with thine 
holy Spirit, enrich them with thine hea- 
venly grace, and make them bleſſings in 
their generations. Grant unto the great 
council, the nobility, the judges, and all 
the magiſtrates of the land, that wiſdom 
which is from above, that they may rule in 
thy fear, and judge righteouſly. 

Give all the churches able, holy, and 


faichful paſtors, who may honeſtly and di- 
Lgently 
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ligently preach thy word, and guide thy 
flock in the way of truth, holineſs, and 
peace. Bleſs our land with the fruits of 
the earth in their ſeaſon, and with ſuch 
temperate weather as is neceſſary thereunto. 
Preſerve us from ſickneſs, from the miſ- 
chievous contrivances of the wicked, from 
civil diſcord, and every other evil. Shew 
pity to the afflicted, and ſanctify thy fa- 
therly chaſtiſemMts. Be /a friend to all 
our friends, and help them and us to per- 
form all the mutual offices of friendſhip; 


May all the members of our family be 


members of Chriſt, and finally dwell toge- 
ther in thy heavenly kingdom. 
Accept, O moſt gracious God, our thankſ- 


givings for thy unſpeakable love and mercy 
to us; and all the race of mankind ; eſpeci- 
ally for that unſearchable myſtery of love, 


and ſalvation, [We bleſs thee that he, the 
Lord of all, became poor, that we, through 
his poverty, might be made rich. That 
he not only lived, and taught, and la- 

F boured 


nich the angels deſire to look into, the 
gift of thy beloved Son, for our redemption. 


* 
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boured for our good, but that he alſo ſuf- 
fered and died for our fins. © That he was 
wounded for our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed 
for our iniquities, that by his ſtripes we 
might be healed.) We thank thee for the 
new covenant eſtabliſhed in his blood : for 
the exceeding great and precious promiſes 
of thy goſpe}: for the revelation of thy 
will and our duty : for TED of thy 
miniſters, and the influences of thy Spirit. 
[We bleſs thee for thy patience and for- 
bearance towards us, for thy continued 
willingneſs to accept us: for the liberty of 
acceſs to thy throne of grace: for all thy 
providences and ordinances, and for all the 
rich mercies which abound towards us by 
Jeſus Chriſt.] O let us give thanks unto 
the Lord, for he is good, __ his Gere en- 
dureth for ever. 

Me particularly bleſs dae for that "OY 
neſs which has protected us, and provided 
for us the paſt day. O give us ſuch a deep 
ſenſe of thy manifold mercies as ſhall 
awaken our gratitude, conſtrain us to bet- 

eg and Wee our conſtant 
truſt 
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truſt in thy providence and grace. May 
goodneſs and mercy ſtill follow us all our 
days. We commit ourſelves afreth to thee, 
and beg thy care over us through the 
watches of this night, that no evil may 
come nigh our perſons or our dwelling; © 
Hear, O Lord, we beſeech thee, theſe our 
prayers and praiſes, through the merits and 
interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and 
only Saviour, N = 
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[ Bennett. ] 


* BLESSED and glorious God; thou art 
the King eternal, immortal, invifible, 
the only wiſe God of whom, through 
whom, and to whom are all things; the 
Father of mercies, and the God of all grace. 
We are not worthy of the leaſt of all thy 
bleſſings; and yet how large a ſhare have 
we had of them! Open thou our lips and 
our mouths ſhall ſhew forth thy praiſe. 

We are tlly creatures, O Lord, thy hands 
have made and faſhioned us; thou art the 

Father of our ſpirits, and our bodies are 
thy workmanſhip. [ Thine eye did ſee our 
ſubſtance, being yet imperfect, and in thy 
book all our members were written, which 
in continuance were ſaſhioned when as yet 
there was none of them. Thou haſt clothed 
us with ſkin and fleſh, thou haſt fenced 
our bones, with finews, thou haſt granted 
us life and favour, and thy viſitation pre- 
ſerveth our ſpirits.] | 

| We 


& .& 
. 
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We bleſs thee that thou haſt made us 
after thine own image, but a little lower 
than the angels, and crowned us with 
glory and honour : that thou haſt taught 
us more than the beaſts of the field, and 
made us wiſer than the fowls of heaven. 
Help us to worſhip and ſerve thee the Lord 
our maker. May thoſe powers, by which 
thou haſt diſtinguiſhed us from the reſt of 
thy creatures; be devoted to on gg and 
employed for thine honour. | 

We bleſs thee for thy tender care of us 
in the helpleſs ſtate of infancy, and for 
the conſtant attendance of thy providence 
ever ſince. Thou haſt fed us all our life 
long, and redeemed us from evil. We 
bleſs thee for preſervation or recovery from 
ſickneſs, and for deliverance from the many 
dangers to which we have been expoſed. 
Thou haſt, in love to our ſouls, ſaved us 
from the pit of corruption, thou haſt de- 
livered our eyes from tears, our feet from 
falling, and our fouls from death. O may 
thy goodneſs lead us to repentance, and 
may we walk before the Lord in the land 


of the living. 
— We 
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MWe praiſe thee that we were born in 4 
land enjoying the goſpel, and not in the re- 
gion of the | ſhadow of death; neither 
among Pagans, who have not the Bible, nor 
Papiſts, who are forbid the uſe of it. Thou 
haſt ſhewed unto us thy word and thy ſta- 
tutes, thy grace and covenant; thou haſt 
not dealt ſo with many other nations. We 
bleſs thee for the goſpel itſelf, and for thy 
Son, the redeemer of loſt ſinners, therein 
revealed. May his name be unto us as 
ointment poured forth. Bleſſed be God 
who hath ſo loved the world as to ſend his 
only. begotten' Son into it, that the world 
through him might be ſaved. [We bleſs 
thee for his holy life, his meritorious death, 
his triumphant reſurrection, his aſcenſion 
to thy right hand, and the interceſſion 
which he there ever lives to make for us. 
Lord grant us an intereſt in him and in his 
great ſalvation.] 

We bleſs thee for thy Spirit which 4 
haſt ſent to abide with thy church for ever, 
to convince of ſin, to ſanctify the heart, 
and to dwell in the ſouls of believers. 0 
may that bleſſed Spirit take up his abode in 
T7 e our 
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our ſouls, to enlighten, to quicken, to ſanc- 
tify, and to comfort us! We bleſs thee 
for the appointment of a goſpel-miniſtry in 
the church, as the means 'of converting 
ſinners, and edifying the body of Chriſt; 
and for the opportunities we have enjoyed 
for attending the ordinances of the goſpel. 
Lord teach us to profit by them, and make 
thy word the ſavour of life unto life to our 
fouls. 2 ng 

We would be particularly thankful that 
we were. born of pious parents, or have 
been caſt in the families of thoſe profeſſing 
the goſpel, who were concerned to bring 
us up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. We bleſs thee for their repeated 
inſtructions, faithful admonitions, ſeaſon- 
able corrections, holy examples, and affec- 
tionate prayers. [We bleſs thee for all the 
helps we have had, public and private, for 
improving in uſeful knowledge, -and eſpe- 
cially the knowledge of God and of Jeſus 
| Chriſt, whom to know is life eternal; and 
that we have ſtill line upon line and precept 
upon precept.] O our God, grant that all 
may not be in vain, and that we may not 
be, after all, cumberers of thy ground. 

„ F 4 Water 
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Water all theſe means with thine heavenly | 
influence, and make us fruitful in ny 
| 18 word and work. 
[We bleſs thee for the reſtraints: of thy 
grace and providence ; that we are not as 
vile and profane as many others. We bleſs 
thee for the good impreſſions which thou 
haſt made on our ſouls ; and eſpecially for 
any ground ta hope that thou haſt begun 
thy good work in any of us. Lord 
ſtrengthen what thou haſt wrought, grant 
us more evidence of it, and perform it ta 
the day of Jeſus Chriſt. ] 

Make us more thankful for all thy n mer- 
cies, and help us not only to ſpeak, but 
to- live thy praiſe. We lament our paſt 
ingratitude. What unſuitable returns have 
we made for that goodneſs of thine which 
has followed us all our days! We earneſtly 
implore thy pardoning mercy, through the 
great Mediator, and would as earneſtly en- 
treat thy quickening influence, that we 
may love thee more and ſerve: thee better. 
O grant us the continued ſupplies of the 
FPpirit of Jeſus Chriſt, that we may give all 
diligence to add to our faith, virtue, know- 
t Les vd ry ane 8 ledge, 
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ledge, temperance, patience, godlineſs, bro- 
. therly-kindneſs, and charity. May theſe 
things not only be in us, but, abound, that 
we may not be unfruitful in the knows 
ledge of Jeſus Chriſt. | 

Help us to put on the whole armour of 
God, that we may ſtand againſt the wiles 
of the devil, and withſtand in the evil day, 
Keep us from the evil of the world, and 
give us that faith which will overcome. it, 
Teach , us our. duty in all its parts, and 
make us compleat in all: the will of God, 
Help us to walk in all the ſtatutes and or- 
dinances of the Lord blameleſs. [Enable 


us to diſcharge our duty aright towards 


our fellow- creatures according to our ſe» 
veral relations. May we love our neigh» 
bour as ourſelves, walk uprightly, fpeak- - 
ing the truth in our hearts, not backbiting 
with our tongues, nor take up a reproach 
againſt our neighbour. May we do juſtly, 
and love mercy, as well as walk humbly 
with our God. Teach us to love our ene- 
mies, to bleſs them that curſe us, and to for- 
give them that wiſh or do us evil, as God 
for Chriſt's ſake hath forgiven us.] 


Help 
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Help us duly to conſider our latter end, 
and diligently to prepare for death and eter- 
nity. Let us not preſume upon long life, 
or talk of goods laid up for many years, ſince 
we know not how ſoon our ſouls may be 
required of us. Lord teach us ſo to num- 
ber our days as to apply our hearts unto 
wiſdom. Whatſoever our hand findeth us 
to do, may we do it with all our might, 
ſince there is no work, nor knowledge, nor 
device in the grave, whither we are going. 
And now, Lord, what wait we for? our 
1 is in thee. Let thine cars be open 


unto the ſupplications of thy fervants. Ac- 


cept our acknowledgments for the mercy of 
the night paſt. Take care of us through 
this day. Fit us for the duties and the trials 
of every day, and O prepare us for our laſt. 
All which we beg in the name, and thro' 
the mediation, of the Lord Jeſus, who has 
taught us to 1 after this — 
e ee 
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Thou whoſe name alone is Nen 
thou art the moſt high God over all 

the earth. Thy greatneſs is unſearchable, 
thy underſtanding is infinite, and thy ten- 
der mercies are over all thy works. From 
everlaſting to everlaſting thou art God, with 
whom there is no variableneſs, neither ſha- 
dow of turning. Thou, O Lord, filleſt 
heaven and earth with thy preſence. Thou 
ſearcheſt the heart, and trieſt the reins of 
the children of men. Thou knoweſt our 
down-fitting, and up-riſing, and art ac- 
quainted with all our ways. Yea, all things 
are naked and open to the eyes of that 
God with whom we have to do. 
Lord help us to conſider this when we 
approach unto thee, and do thou ſuitably 
impreſs our minds therewith. Fill our 
ſouls with awe and reverence of thy ma- 
jeſty, and with truſt and confidence in 
_ thee. * our hearts with devout af- 


fections, 
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fections, and help us to worſhip thee in 
ſpirit and in truth. 5 

We are now come to ſeek thy favour, 
and implore thy bleſſing. Look down upon 
us in mercy. Let thy ſpirit help our in- 
firmities. Give ear unto our voice, O Lord, 
and conſider our meditation. [Haſt thou 
not ſaid, **:Afſk, and ye ſhall receive; ſeek, 
and ye ſhall find? Fulfil thy word unto 
thy ſervants, we beſecch thee, and let the 
words of our mouths, and the meditations 
of our hearts, be acceptable in thy fight, 
O Lord our ſtrength and our redeemer. 
Me confeſs that we are utterly unworthy 
of thy favour. Lord, we are vile, what 
. ſhall we anſwer thee? [Our natures are 
depraved, and our lives have been ſtained 
with many actual tranſgreſſions. By one 
man's diſobedience many were made ſinners. 
How ſoon did the corrupt fountain ſhew 
itfelf by its impure ſtreams !] We have 
been tranſgreſſors from the womb. The 
imagination of our hearts has been evil 
from our youth. How early did pride, 
anger, envy, revenge, ſelf- will, and other 
| _ . appear in our lives. 0 

011251 remem- 
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bene not the ſins of our youth, nor 
our later tranſgreſſions; for we muſt con- 
feſs our guilt has increaſed with our years. 
We have walked too much after the way of 
our own hearts, and in the Gght of our 
eyes. [We have miſimproved our time 
and talents, our means of grace, and op- 
portunities for, ſerving and enjoying God. 
How many are the ſins of our thoughts 
and affections, of our words and common 
converſe, and chen of our holy things! 
How defective have we been in the duties 
of the cloſet, the aſſembly, and the family! 
How ſadly deficient have we been in the 
ſervices which we owe to each other! Ho 
remiſs in the government of our own ſpi- 
rits l. How much pride and paſſion, luſt, 
and envy, covetouſneſs, and worldly-mind- 
edneſs, have we yet to complain of! We 
have not kept ourſelves from the ſins which 
moſt cſily beſet. us, but through neglect 
of watchfulneſs, have often contracted freſh 
guilt by falling into them.] 
| Theſe our iniquities are highly aggra- 
_ vated, as they are committed againſt light 
and conviction, againſt promiſes, vows, and 
manifold 
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manifold experience, againſt great grace and 

love: Lord; we abhor ourſelves, and repent 
in duſt and aſhes. Who can underſtand his 
errors? Cleanſe thou us from ſecret faults. 
Grant us tlie blefledneſs of thoſe whoſe 
tranſgreſſon is forgiven, and whoſe ſin is 
covered, unto whom the Lord imputeth 
not iniquity. We have no merit to plead, 


but caſt ourſelves upon thy ſovereign mercy 


in the Redeemer. Thou haſt declared thy 
name, the Lord God mereiſul and gracious, 
long - ſuffering, abundant in goodneſs and 
truth, forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and 
fin. Let us experience the bounty and 
compaſſion of thy nature. We plead the 
blood of atonement. We have ſinned, but 
Chriſt has died. O juſtify us freely by thy 
grace thto" the redemption that is in him. 
And O do thou heal and fanctify our ſin- 


ful nature. Help us to put off the old 
man which is corrupt, and to put on the 


new man, which after God, is created in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs.  Enlifhter 
our minds, and grant us the ſpirit of wiſ- 
dom and revelation in the knowledge of 


N Chriſt. Open our eyes that we may behold 
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wondrous things out of thy law, and be 
filled with the knowledge of thy will in all 
ſpiritual underſtanding. Give us faithful 
conſciences, that ſhall ſmite us when we 
do evil, and teach us to ſubmit to their 
reproof. Subdue our wills, caſt down lofty 
imaginations, and bring every thought in 
ſubjection to Chriſt. Help us to ſet our 
affections on things above, where Chriſt 
ſitteth at the right hand of God. And may 
the God of peace ſanctify us wholly,” and 
grant that our whole ſpirit, ſoul, and body, 
may be preſerved blameleſs until 8 
| ing! of Chriſt. | 

As thou; requireſt that prayers my 
chankigiving, be made for all men, we 
would remember the caſes of .others before 
thee. Shower down, O Lord, thy bleflings 
upon the inhabitants of the world. Give 
thy Son the heathen for his inheritance, | 
and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for his 
poſſeſſion. Be favourable to our native land: 
Let thy providence be our defence, and thy 
preſence our glory. Bleſs the King and all 
in authority, and diſpoſe the people to lead 
quiet and peaceable lives in all 3 
and honeſty. 


Bleſs 
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-© Bleſs the miniſters of thy word. Make 
them faithful and ſucceſsful, © Clothe them 
with falvation, that thy ſaints may ſhout 
aloud for joy. Be with thoſe eſpecially 
under whoſe miniſtry we are placed, En- 
able them to ſpeak the things that become 
ſound doctrine; help us to profit by their 
endeavours, and grant that we may be their 
joy and crown in the e of n at 
115 coming. * 

May thy bleſſing reſt vet faniily, 2 
| thi light ſhine. on our tabernacle.. May 
the heads of the family be zealous in their 

endeavours for the good of thoſe com- 
mitted to their care. May the children of 
the family be their rejoicing, by walking 
in thy truth. Help them to flee youthful 
luſts, and to remember thee their creator. 
May the ſervants be faithful to their truſt, 
as thoſe who ſerve a maſter in heaven. 
Bleſs all our relations, friends, and acquaint - 
ance, with all good things, and eſpecially 
with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus. 
Graciouſly pity the afflicted, ſuccour the 
tempted, provide for the poor, and be 2 
preſent help to all in the time of trouble. 
1 5 We 
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We bleſs thee for the mercies of this 
day, that no evil has befallen us in it. Par- 
don the fins of it, in our thoughts, words, 
and actions. Take us under thy protection 
this night, and in the morning cauſe us 
again to hear tho voice of health and glad- 
neſs. We aſk all in the name of Jeſus, out 

adorable mediator and advocate. Amen. 
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Lord our God, unto thee would we 
lift up our ſouls. Quicken us to call 
upon thy name. Aſſiſt us by thy Spirit in 
our acceſs to thy mercy-ſeat, and raiſe our 
hearts to thyſelf. Teach us to approach 
thee as becometh creatures, and do thou 
draw nigh unto us as a God of grace. 
Thou art God, and there is none elſe; 
thy name alone is Jehovah. All nations 
before thee are as nothing, and they are 
counted in thy ſight leſs than nothing and 
vanity. Thou art the bleſſed and only po- 
tentate, |King of kings, and Lord of lords. 


-- things are naked and open before thine 


eyes. Thou ſearcheſt the heart of man, 
but how unſearchable is thine underſtand- 
ing. Thy power is infinite. Thou art of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity. Thou 
art ſlow to anger, abundant in goodneſs, thy 
mercy is everlaſting, and thy truth endureth 


to all generations. 
| As 


As thou art glorious in thyſelf, ſo by thy 
works thou haſt manifeſted thy glory to us; 
Thou, Lord, haſt made the heavens and 
the earth. The whole creation is the work 
of thine hands. Thou ruleſt among the 
artnies of heaven, and doeſt what thou 
pleaſeſt among the inhabitants of the earth. 
Thy works of nature and providence are 
full of wonder, but eſpecially thy works 
of grace and redemption by Jeſus Chriſt: 
While we give glory unto thee, we would 
humble ourſelves in thy- preſence, Our 
being is but of yeſterday, and our founda- 
tion is in the duſt. We are not only mean 
in our original, but we are guilty and de- 
praved. We confeſs before thee the ini- 
quities of our thoughts, of our lips, and 
of our lives; our fins of omiſſion and of 
* commiſſion ; the fins of our childhood, and 
of our riper years; our fins againſt the law 
and againſt the goſpel. 


[We mourn before God our pride nah. .. * 


vanity of mind; our earthly-mindedneſs; 
and love of this world; our ſenſuality and 
indulgence of the fleſh ; our carnal ſecurity, 
and unthankfulneſs for our many mercies z 

e fort 
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our fretfulnefs and impatience, or ſinful de- 
jection, in times of trouble; our negle& 
of duty, and want of love to thee; our 
unbelief and hardneſs of heart, our floth- 
fulneſs and decay in religion; the diſhonour 
we have brought to thy name, and all our 
miſcarriages to our fellow - creatures. ] 

Me are aſhamed and bluſh to lift up our 
faces before thee our God, for our iniqui- 
ties are increafed over our heads, and our 
treſpaſſes have reached up to the heavens, 
We' will lay our hands upon our mouth, 
and our mouth in the duſt, if ſo be there 
may be hope. | 

[We deſerve, O Lord, to be for ever caſt 
out of thy preſence, and cut off from all 
hope of thy favour. If thou ſhouldſt mark 
our iniquities, O Lord, who ſhalt ſtand ? 
But there is forgiveneſs with thee, and with 
thee is plenteous redemption. Bleſſed be thy 
name that thou haſt invited us to the throne 
of thy grace, and promifed, that if we con- 
feſs and for ſake our fins we fhall find mercy.] 
SGracious God, we humbly beſeech thee 
to take away the guilt of our fins, through 
the atonement of thy Son; juſtify our per- 
ſons through his righteouſneſs, and ſubdue 
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the power of our iniquities by thy Spirit. 
Deliver us from the natural darkneſs of our 
minds, from the corruption of our hearts, 
and the perverſe tendency of our appetites 
and paſſions. May thy Spirit diſcover to us 
the evil and danger of fin, enlighten our 
minds in the knowledge of God in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and ſanctify all the powers of our 
nature. Form our hearts according to thy 
will, and after the image of thy Son. Be 
thou our light and our ſtrength, and quicken 
us in the paths of holy obedience. For- 
tify us againſt the temptations, and free us 
from the ſnares, which daily attend us. 
While we are in this life we are in conti- 
nual danger ; let the watchful eye of our 
God be upon us for our defence. Save us 
from the power of our enemies in this 
world, and from the puniſhment due to our 

fins in the world to come, 
Preſerve the goſpel among us, and ed 
all the means of grace be continued to us, 
and be made ſerviceable for the great ends 
of their appointment, Let all thy provi- 
dences be ſanctiſied to us. May thy mer- 
cies, as.cords of love, draw us nearer to 
thyſelf ; and let the ſtrokes of thine afflict- 
83 ing 
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ing hand wean us from fin, mortify us to 
this world, and make us ready for out de- 
parture hence, whenſoever thou art pleaſed 
to call us. Guide us by thy counſels, and 
ſecure us by thy grace, in all our travels 
through this dangerous wilderneſs, and at 
laft give us the victory over death, and an 
abundant entrance into the eee of thy 
glory: 

While we are here in the body, give us 
ſuch things as are neceffary to ſupport our 
lives, and to make them eaſy and comfort- 
able to us: Let our health, our ſtrength, 
and our peace be maintained, and let holi- 
neſs to the Lord be inſcribed upon them all, 
that whatever we receive from thine hands 
TE ne e $106 c thine honour 1155 our 

troelk advantage. % % Wong 5 

We pray thee to enlarge che borders of 
thy Son's kingdom: ſpread” the goſpel 
among the heathen, and make the name of 
* Chriſt glorious from the rifing to the ſet- 
ting fun. Call in the remainder of thine 
ancient people the Jews, with the fulneſs 
of the Gentiles, into thy church. Pour 
down a more abundant meaſure of thy Spi- 
rit to carry on thy own work upon earth. 
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May his influence be diffuſed in plentiful 


degrees upon churches, upon miniſters, upon 
families, and upon all the ſaints. Deliver 
thoſe who ſuffer from perſecuting powers: 
reſtrain the wrath of man, and cauſe it to 
praiſe thee. 

We pray for the nation to which we be- 
long, that liberty and peace may be eſta- 
bliſhed and flouriſh in it. Bleſs our gover- 
nors, ſupreme and ſubordinate, with wiſdom 
and faithfulneſs, to manage the affairs thou 
haſt entruſted them with. We pray for our 
friends and relatives, that thou wouldſt de- 
liver them from all the evils they feel or 
fear, and beſtow upon them all the good we 
wiſh for ourſelves, here or hereafter. _ 

We give thee humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy mercies vouchſafed to mankind in 
general, and to ourſelves in particular : eſ- 
pecially for the ſafety and refreſhment of the 
paſt night. May the fame good providence 


defend us thro the hours of this day, and may 


thy grace aſſiſt us in all the duties of it. Hear 
and anſwer. us, pardon, accept, and bleſs * 
for thy mercy's fake in Jefus| Chriſt, 


TO &c. 
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SATURDAY EVENING, 
. 


OST high and moſt holy God ; we 
| who are but duſt and aſhes, take upon 
us to ſpeak to thy ſacred majeſty, Pardon 
our unworthingſs and help our infirmities. 
Hearken to the voice of our cry, O our 
King and our God, unto whom we will 


We adore thee as the Sci = 3 lat, 
the greateſt and the beſt of beings; the 

only true and living God, . whoſe glorious 
name is exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe, 


Moe adore thee as the creator and goyernor 


of the univerſe, and the bountiful benefac- 
tor of all thy creatures. Wb 
With gratitude and joy we ackoawledes 
the relation to us, as our Creator, our Re- 
deemer, our King, our Almighty Friend, 
our reconciled God and Father in Jeſus 
Chriſt. [We would eſteem it as our duty, 
our honour, and our moſt delightful em- 
FRO to e, our dependence | 
upon 
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upon - thee, and our obligations to thee, 
and to aſcribe honour and praiſe to the 
power, wiſdom, and goodneſs to which we 
are indebted for all our preſent enjoyments, 
and for all our hopes for futurity. O may 
we never forget our heavenly benefactor, or 
grow regardleſs of that hand whence all 
our comforts flow.] 

We praiſe thee, O Lord, for thine ori- 
ginal deſigns of love to fallen man; that 
thou ſhouldſt make ſuch a diſtinction be- 
tween us and the angels that ſinned. Lord, 
what is man that thou ſhouldſt ſo concern 
thyſelf about his ſalvation ! Bleſſed, for 
ever bleſſed, be thy name, that though 
fallen angels were ſuffered to periſh without 
a Saviour, thou didſt chuſe any of the race 
of Adam unto ſalvation; that before all 
worlds thou didſt enter into a covenant of 
grace with thy Son, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and give them into his hands, that their 
happineſs might be ſecured. We bleſs thee 
that thou didſt reveal this mercy, in various 
types and promiſes, to our fathers by the 
prophets, and that in thine on appointed 
time thoy didſt ſend thy Son to take our 


nature 
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nature upon him, and to redeem us by his 
death. We give glory to. thy juſtice and 
thy grace for this work of terror and com- 
paſſion; in reconciling ſinners to thyſelf by 
the ſufferings of thine only begotten and 


| well-beloved Son. 


We praiſe thee for the goſpel which thou 
haſt publiſhed to the world ; the goſpel of 
' pardon and of peace: that thou haſt con- 
firmed it by ſuch abundant teſtimonies, to 
raiſe and eſtabliſh our faith. We give glory 
to that power of thine which has guarded 
thy goſpel in all ages, and through all the 
oppoſitions of its enemies, in earth and 
hell, has geliyered it down to us, and pro- 
claimed its glad tidings in our age and na- 
We bleſs thee that we were born in ſuch 
@ land of light as this, in which thou haſt 
built habitations for thyſelf, wherein we 
have enjoyed the privilege of attending thy 
| folemn worſhip, of beholding thy glory 
and thy grace, and of being inſtructed in 
the way of ſalvation. 

It is a diſtinguiſhing favour of 1 8 
that we are placed in the rank of rational 
* but how much more diſtinguiſhing 
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thy goodneſs, that we ſhould be born under 
the promiſes of thy grace, and favoured 
with ſo many advantages for knowing the 
things which belong to our eternal peace.] 
Thanks to thy goodneſs for the preſerva- 
tion of our lives, amidſt all the dangers 
that have threatened us; that thou didft 
not cut us off in a ſtats of nature and of 
ſin : that our portion is not at this time 
among the children of wrath and deſpair; 
that, notwithſtanding our ſhameful abuſe of 
our diſtinguiſhed mercies, we are ſtill in 
the land of the living and of hope. That 
we not. only ſtill enjoy ſo many of the con- 
veniences and comforts of this life, but that 
the means of grace and falvation. are ſtill 
near unto us; that thou art yet inviting 
us to look unto Jeſus and be ſaved; and 
that to the calls of thy word. and provis 
dence, thou art pleaſed to add the calls of 
thy Spirit in our hearts. 

O that the goodneſs of God may effec- 
tually lead us unto repentance, and that 
thy long-ſuffering may prove our ſalvation ! 
God forbid that our diſtinguiſhed privileges 
ſhould finally prove diſtinguiſhed 'aggrava- 
tions of our gyilt and miſery! May we 
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be induced, by the mercies of the Lord, to 
preſent our bodies and fouls living facri- 
fices, holy and acceptable in thy ſight, 
through Jeſus. Chriſt; which is our moſt 
reaſonable ſervice. Under. a ſenſe of thy. 
. paſt goodneſs in general, and eſpecially on 
a review of the mercies of the paſt day and 
week, we deſire, O our heavenly Father, 
to dedicate . ourſelves afreſh to thee, We 
are not our own, but thine: may we be 
entirely devoted to thy ſervice, and be en- 
abled to glorify thee both with our bodies 
and ſpirits which are thine. 


To be added on the evening preceding a com- 
munian- ſabbatb. i 
[Lord, we haye ſome of us Glemaly oP 
publickly given up ourſelves to thee, We 
have beheld Jeſus the Saviour in his perfect 
righteouſneſs, and all- ſufficient grace: we 
have put our truſt in him: we have made 
our covenant with the Father by the ſacri- 
fice of the Son. We have often drawn 
near to thee in thing ordinances, we have 
ratified and confirmed the holy covenant at 
thy table; and have thus, as it were, ſub- 
ſcribed with our hands to be the Lord's. 
Me deſire to confirm all our former dedi- 
cations of ourſelves to thee, Help us afreſh 
to 
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to commit our guilty ſouls into the hands 
of Jeſus our Redeemer, that he may ſprinkle 
them afreſh with his atoning blood, and that 
by his grace he may form all our powers 
anew : that he may ſubdue every irregular 
appetite, and root out every diſorderly paſ- 
fion : that he may frame us after his own 
image, fill us with his own grace, and fit us 
for his own glory.] 

Prepare all of us, we beſeech thee, for 
the ſolemnities of thine houſe on the en- 
ſuing day, and render thine ordinances plea- 
fant and profitable to us, and to our fellow- 
worſhippers. Aſſiſt all thy miniſters in lead- 
ing the worſhip of thy ſanctuary, and in de- 
livering the truths of the everlaſting goſpel ; 
and do thou command the bleſſing out of 

Zion, even life for ever more. And O grant 

that the glad tidings of the goſpel which we 
hear may be proclaimed through the whole 
earth; that all fleſh may know the falvation 
of the Lord. We beſeech thee to accept 
theſe our prayers, praiſes, and ſolemn vows, 
thro' the worthy name of thy dear Son, to 
whom, as the lamb that was ſlain, to redeem 


us unto God by his blood, be glory, NE. 
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A OST glorious God, and merciful Fa- 
ther, in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; we 
beſeech thee look down with pity upon 
thy unworthy creatures, who are this morn- 
ing of thine own day, drawing near the 


footſtool of thy throne of grace. 


It is our greateſt honour and advantage 
to be allowed acceſs to thee ; but our ſouls 
are ſo bowed down with a ſpirit of infir- 


mity, that we cannot lift them up unto 


thee. Lord cure this ſad diſeaſe, cleanſe 
us from all our fins, remove our carnality, 


and ſpiritualize our affections. 


We bleſs thee that thou haſt preſerved 8 
us from all dangers through the laſt week, 


and the laſt night; that thou haſt lengthened 


out our time, and that thou art now giving 
us another ſabbath ; a new. opportunity to 
repent, and to make ou; calling and elec- 
tion ſure. As thou haſt awaked our bo- 
dies from ſleep, Lord awake our fouls from 

2. fin. 
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fin and ſpiritual ſlothfulneſs. As thou haſt 
cauſed the light of this day to ſhine upon 
our bodies, cauſe the light of thy Word 
and Spirit to illuminate our dark minds. 
And as thou addeſt new days and new ſab- 
baths to our lives, we pray that thou 
wouldſt add new grace and ſtrength to our 
ſouls, that we may ſerve thee acceptably 
therein. | | 

We praiſe thee for thy diſtinguiſhing 
mercies to us ; that we were born and do 
ſtill live in a valley of viſion: in a light- 
ſome Goſhen, when other nations about us 
are overwhelmed with Egyptian darkneſs. 

We bleſs thee that we dwell in a land where 
God is known and publicly. worſhipped. 

It is a good thing to praiſe thy name, O 
Lord, and to declare thy loving-kindneſs. 
May we go unto thy gates this day with 
thankſgiving, and enter thy courts with 
praiſe. O that this day may be the delight 
of our ſouls! Suffer us not to do our own, 
works, or ſpeak our own words, or think 
our own thoughts. Lord fix our hearts 
upon thee, and upon things above, and 
enable us to approve our ſouls in thy ſight 

who. 
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who art the ſpectator of our actions, and 
the ſearcher of our hearts, and who wilt 

ſhortly call us to judgment. 

Help us to remember that every ſabbath, 
every ſermon, every prayer, ſets us a ſtep 
nearer either to heaven or hell. Under 
this awful conſideration may we be engaged 
to work out our ſalvation with fear and 
trembling. Lord forbid that it ſhould be 
our condemnation to go ſabbath after ſab- 
bath to thy ſanctuary, to encreaſe the dead- 
neſs of our ſouls, to get our hearts more 
hardened, and to be flain by the words of 
thy mouth; but we pray for Chriſt's ſake 
that this may be a bleſſed and comfortable 
day to us: a day of repentance and par- 
don; a day of conviction and converſion: 
a day of edification and conſolation. | 
Give to thy ſervants who preach thy 
word this day, the tongue of the learned, 
that they may rightly divide the word of 
truth, and ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to the 
fouls of their hearers, and ſuitable to their 
various caſes. And O do thou this day 
glorify thy free grace and ſovereign power, 


in making the goſpel effectual for opening 
5 - the 
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the hearts of finners, and bringing them to 
caſt down the weapons of rebellion, and 
touch the golden ſceptre of mercy, that 
they may live. And we pray thee ſo to 
open our hearts this day, by thy word, that 
they may be ſhut againſt thee no more. 
Lord forbid that our hearts ſhould be as 
the high-way or ſtony-ground, where the 
good ſeed of thy word cannot thrive ; or 
like the thorny-ground, where the cares of 
the world do choke the word ; but let us 
receive thy word into good and honeſt 
hearts, and bring forth fruit unto perfec- 
tion. Diſpoſe us to hear with humility 
and reverence, without prejudice, and with 
minds ready to obey; mixing faith with 
the word, that it may be profitable to our 
ſouls. | | 
In all the ſervices of this day, keep us, 
we pray thee, from drowſineſs, wandering, 
and wearineſs. Baniſh all vain and worldly 
imaginations far from us. Draw our ſouls. 
out of the miry clay of this world, and 
wean us from the vain pleaſures of it, that 
we may be intent upon Chriſt and heaven 
through the whole of thy day. Deliver 
| H us 
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us from hypocriſy in our approaches to 
thee. ' Let us not draw nigh unto thee 
with our lips, while our. hearts are far from 
thee, but give us grace ſo to aſk that we 
may receive; ſo to ſeek that we may find; 
ſo to knock that it may be opened to us. 

It is a pleaſure to us to think that while 
ſuch multitudes are at once addrefling thee, 
thou knoweſt all their conditions, and canſt 
hear their different complaints. With thee 

it is the ſame to relieve many as few ; and 
blefſed be thy name, thou art more ready 
to redreſs all our grievances than we are to 
ſpread them before thee. May we therefore 
pray in faith nothing wavering. 

In praying, in praiſing, in reading and 
hearing thy word, may thy good Spirit reſt 
upon us, and enable us to do all as for the 

life of our ſouls. Help us ſo to ſpend this 

day, and all our days, that we may at 
length receive the end of our faith, even 
the ſalvation of our ſouls. O may we ſpend 
every ſabbath, and hear every ſermon, as if 
it were our laſt, fince we know not how 
ſoon our laſt will come. 

Have mercy, O Lord, upon a world that 


| Heth in wickedneſs. For thy name's fake 
| ride 


- 
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ride forth in the chariot of the everlaſting 
goſpel. Take unto thyſelf thy glorious 
conquering power, and in thy majeſty ride 
proſperouſly. Make the arrows of thy 
word ſharp in the hearts of thine enemies, 
whereby the people may fall under thee. 
Cauſe a gale of heavenly wind this day to 
blow, that many dry bones may be enlivened, 
many dead ſouls quickened. And grant that 
the faith of thy people may be ſtrengthened, 
their deſires quickened, and their love en- 
flamed. May thy churches revive as the 
corn, and grow as the lily, and ſhoot forth 
their branches as Lebanon. May thy peo- 
ple run in the way of thy commandments 
with enlarged hearts. Let thy kingdom 
come, and thy will be done on earth even 
as it is done in heaven. All which we 
beg for Chriſt's ſake, to whom, with the 
Father and Holy Spirit, be mu glory 
and praiſe. Amen. 
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LORD's DAY EVENING. 
[Willifen.] 


Mo holy and glorious God; who is 
like unto thee? Thou art clothed 
with honour and majeſty, and covereſt thy- 
ſelf with light as with a garment. Thou 
only baſt immortality, and dwelleſt in light 
that no man can approach unto. Yet thou 
art a God that heareſt prayer, and art ready 
to forgive, yea plenteous in mercy unto all 
that call upon thee. Lord, quicken us, 
this evening of thy day, that we may call 
upon thy name, and graciouſly attend. unto 

the voice of our ſupplications. ,, 
We acknowledge that we have forfeited 
thy favour, and deſerved thy wrath. Tho 
thou madeſt man at firſt an upright crea- 
ture, we have corrupted and deformed our- 
ſelves by ſin. Our natures are overſpread 
with it as a leproſy. All the faculties of 
our ſouls, and the ſenſes of our bodies, are 
defiled. Our underſtandings are darkened, 


out wills are rebellious, our hearts are 
impure, 
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impure, our affections are corrupted, our 
conſciences are ſeared, and all our bodily 
ſenſes have been inlets to ſin. As is the 
fountain ſo are the ſtreams, Both our 
hearts and lives are unholy.} We have 
followed the vain imaginations of our car- 
nal minds, and rejected thy holy laws. We 
have left thoſe: things undone which we 
ought to have done, and we have done 
thoſe things which we ought not to have 
done. 
Me have ſinned preſumptuouſly, againſt | 
the cleareſt light, and the ſtrongeſt loye. 
{Thou haſt loaded us with thy mercies, but 
we have loaded thy patience with our fins INS. 
Thou haſt given us many talents, but we 
have been unfaithful ſtewards, having hid 
our Lord's money, or waſted thy goods.] 
Thou haſt graciouſly allowed us time to 
work out our falvation ; but alas! we have 
laviſhed much of it away in pleaſure and 
vanity. Thou, haſt given us thine holy 

ſabbaths, and permitted us to attend; the 
ordinances of thine houſe :, But too much 
of our ſacred time has been miſpent, We 
have \prophaned thy day; we have. been 
| H 3 back- 
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back ward to the duties of thy worſhip, and 
have been very dead and formal in our ſo- 
lemn performances, Inſtead of worſhip- 
ping thee in ſpirit and in truth, O. how 
often have we dealt hypocritically with 
God, and taken thy name in vain ! 

Our own conſciences witneſs. againſt us, 
and out of our own mouths thou mighteſt 
juſtly condemn us. But there is forgive- 
neſs with thee that thou mayeſt be feared, 
Bleſſed be thy name that thou haſt provided 
a way for our pardon and reconciliation in 
Jeſus Chriſt, For his ſake we pray that 
thou wouldſt forgive all our paſt fins, and 
our manifold ſhort-comings ; particularly 
thoſe we have been guilty of this day, 
Lord waſh away our fins in the blood of 
Chriſt. We fly to his croſs as our ſecurity, 
and to his wounds as our refuge ; renounc- 
ing all confidence in any thing beſides him, 
who is the Lord our righteouſneſs, 

And Lord engage us not only to accept 
of him as our high-prieft, to atone for us, 
but alſo as our king to reign in and rule 
over us, all the days of our lives, Lord 
poſſeſs the throne af our hearts by thy 

d Spirit; 
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Spirit ; ſubdue all our luſts, that they may 
rule over us no more, and make us wil- 
lingly ſubmit to thy golden ſceptre. Do 
thou ſo incline our wills, and animate our 
ſouls, that we may never count thy com- 
mandments grievous, but may eſteem it our 
higheſt pleaſure and dignity, as well as our 
greateſt duty, to ſerve and obey thee. Con- 
vince ns of the evil and filthineſs of fin, 
that we may loathe and ſhun it as deadly 
poiſon, Cherith and preſerve any convic- 
tions of this fort which thou haſt this : day 
wrought in us by thy word. Suffer us not, 
like the man that beholdeth his natural face 
in a glaſs, to go away and forget what man- 
ner of perſons we ſaw ourſelyes to be; 
but help us ſo to think of what we ſaw 
amiſs in ourſelves, that we may be hum- 
bled for it, and be made reſtleſs till we 
apply to the fountain of Chriſt's blood for 
waſhing away its guilt. And, Lord, we 
pray alſo that thou wouldſt make us doers 
of thy word, and not hearers only, de- 
ceiving our own ſouls. Let thy word be a 
light to our feet, and a lamp to our path, 
that our converſation may be as becometh 

2.3 the 
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the goſpel, and our light may fo ſhine be- 
fore men, that others ſeeing our good 
works may glorify thee our heavenly Fa- 
ther. | 5 
Lord ſave us from reſting in a good name; 
for what will it profit us if we have a name 
to live but are really dead? Save us from 
truſting to an outward form; for what will 
it avail us to have a form of godlineſs while 
we deny the power thereof? Lord renew 
us in the ſpirit of our minds. May we be 
thy workmanſhip, created anew in Chriſt 
| Jeſus unto good works. Produce and che- 
riſh in us a true faith, a fervent love, and a 
lively hope. [ May thoſe of us who have been 
with Chrift at bis Table, remember that the 
vows of God are upon us, and be concerned to 
fulfil tbem.] And O grant that the love of 
"Chriſt may be ſo ſhed abroad in our hearts 
as to burn up the love of fin and of the 
world, and conſtrain us to live not unto 
ourſelves, but unto him who died for us 
-and roſe again. 
- - Cauſe the ſaving knowledge of Chriſt to 
cover the earth, and let his name be great 
from the riſing of the ſun to the going 
| down 
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down thereof, Convince the Jews that 
Shiloh is come, and that Jeſus whom they 
crucified is the true Meſſiah. [Appear on 
the behalf of thy oppreſſed churches. Never 
let the gates of hell prevail againſt thy 
Zion. Let the time to favour her come. 
Peace be within her walls, and proſperity 
within her palaces, and let them proſper 
that love her. Lord bleſs theſe united 
lands. Make our king and rulers public 
bleſſings, both in our civil and ſacred con- 
cerns. Fruſtrate the deſigns of thoſe who 
are enemies to the proteſtant ſucceſſion and 
religion. Countenance the miniſters. of 
thy word, and water the ſeed they ſow 
with the dews of heaven, that they may 
bring a large harveſt to Chriſt, Let not 
the word ſpoken this day be like good ſeed 
devoured by the fowls of the air, or rot- 
ting beneath the clods, but cauſe it to ſpring 
up and yield great increaſe. 
Be pleaſed, O Lord, graciouſly to viſit 
thoſe who by ſickneſs are deprived of pub- 
lie ordinances. Sanctify their afflictions, 
and make up their Joſs. Prepare us for 
ſickneſs and trouble, and give us cauſe to 
ſay 
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ay that it is in faithfulneſs that we are at 
any time afflicted. 

Bleſs all the members of this family. 
Let this be one of the tabernacles of the 
righteous, in which the voice of rejoicing 
and ſalvation is heard. Enable us all faith- 
fully to diſcharge the duties of our ſeveral 
Nations, make us bleſſings to each other, 
and to all around us *. Accept our daily 


ſiacrifices of prayer and praiſe, and let us 


all at laſt be admitted to celebrate an eter- 
nal ſabbath with thee above; for the ſake 
and merit of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, who with thee and the Holy Spirit 
is over all, God bleſſed for evermore. Amen. 


2 Where there are children, the «mg for them 
may be R here. 
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MONDAY MORNING. 
[Villſon,) 


I INITELY great and glorious God! 
We poor worms of the duſt, we who 
are ſinful duſt and aſhes, encouraged by thy 
condeſcending goodneſs, by the promiſes 
of thy grace, and the mediation - of thy 
Son, have taken upon us to ſpeak to thy 
ſovereign majeſty. O that our hearts were 
duly prepared to come into thy ſacred pre- 
ſence ! Lord, let thy good Spirit help our 
infirmities, | 
We are come this morning to pay our 
homage to thee, our great Creator, Lord, 
and Benefactor, in whom we live and move 
and have our being ; upon whom we depend 
for all the good we have, or hope for. We 
give honour to thee as the great author and 
founder of families, who haſt made man a 
ſociable creature, and- provided that he 
ſhould not be alone, We bleſs thee, who 
ſetteſt the ſolitary in families, that we en- 
joy the comforts of ſocial life, We thank 
| 3 7. 
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thee for the continuance of our family- 
mercies; particularly for the protection and 
refreſhment of the laſt night. Thanks be 
to thy name that thou haſt kept us from 
the terrors of the night, from the malice 
of evil men, from the devouring. flames, 


6 and from every calamity, and that thou haſt 


cauſed us again to hear thy loving-kindneſs 


in the morning. 


O Lord we humbly confeſs that we are 


guilty. of many heinous fins and provoca- 


tions, which uſe to bring wrath upon fa- 


milies, and which might juſtly bring a 
curſe upon ours, and conſume us with our 


dwellings. Surely it is of the Lord's mer- 


cies that we are not conſumed. O Lord mark 


not againſt us the fins of our hearts or of 


our lives, for they are more e than we can 
remember or expreſs. 


Bleſſed be thy name for the remedy thou 
haſt found out; for the fountain thou haſt 
opened for ſuch guilty polluted creatures to 


waſh in. Lord give us faith to embrace 
the offer, and to apply the ſovereign re- 
medy. We would believe; Lord help our 
. unbelief. Create within us clean hearts, 
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and renew right ſpirits within us. Caſt us 
not away from thy preſence, and take not 
thine holy Spirit from us. Cauſe us to 
know the way wherein we ſhould walk, for 
we lift up our ſouls unto thee. 

| Keep us this day, we beſeech thee, in 
thy fear, and let thy Holy Spirit be our 
guide and counſellor in all our ways. Pre- 
ſerve us at all times, in all places, and in 
all companies, from the evil of fin; and 
enable us to demean ourſelves as becometh 
the children of God, the redeemed of the 
Lord, and the followers of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Implant and cheriſh ſuch principles in our 
hearts, as may make us to have a ſincere 
reſpe& unto all thy commandments, and to 
hate every falſe way. 

Keep us chaſte in all our thoughts; tem- 
perate in all our enjoyments; humble in 
our opinions of ourſelves ; charitable in our 
thoughts and ſpeeches of others; meek and 
peaceable under provocations ; juſt and up- 
right in all our dealings. Herein may we 
exerciſe ourſelves, that we may have al- 
ways conſciences void of offence; towards 
God and towards men. © A. 

. Lord 
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Lord help us to walk circumſpectly, not 
as fools but as wiſe; carefully redeeming 
the time that we have loſt, and improving 
all the ſeaſons of grace which thou art 
pleaſed to put into our hands, for the ad- 
vantage of our ſouls. 

As another ſabbath is now paſt, and we 
are entering upon the common days of the 

week, we pray that we may not forget our 
ſabbath work and enjoyments. O that thy 
word may make laſting impreſſions upon 
us, and that our ſabbath-day's frame may 
remain with us, when we are employed in 
our common buſineſs, that ſo we may ex- 
_ pe the better to proſper in it, and to be 
rendered fitter for the next ſabbath, if it 
pleaſe thee to ſpare us to it. And. grant 
that, as we go from one ſacred day to ano- 
ther, we may go from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
till we all appear before thee in the hea- 
venly Zion. | Lord keep our hearts from 
being ſunk in ſenſuality, and drenched in 
the cares and pleaſures of the world. Raiſe 


our affections to the things above, where 
Chriſt our Saviour is. Amidſt all the ne- 
ceſſary concerns of this life, may we never 

| | forget 


MORNING. 111 


forget the one thing needful. Lord pre- 
ſerve us from being enſnared by our tempo- 
ral buſineſſes, or enjoyments, to an im- 
moderate love of the world, or any thing 
in it, or to a neglect of any of the duties 
which we owe to thee, or to our fellow- 
creatures. May the language of our hearts 
ever be, Whom have we in heaven but 
* thee? and there is none upon earth that 
«« we defire beſides thee.” 

May we love the Lord our God with 
all our hearts, and our neighbour as our- 
ſelves. - Let us not ſeek our own things, 
but the things which are Jeſus Chriſt's. 
May it be our concern to be uſeful in our 
day, and do thou enable us to improve the 
| talents with which thou haſt intruſted us, 
for the trueſt advantage of all with whom 
we have to do. 

May goodneſs and mercy follow us this 
day, and all our days. Preſerve our going 
out and coming in. Bleſs and proſper us ' 
in all our lawful deſigns and undertak- 
ings. Suffer us to take nothing in hand 
but what is according to thy will, and for 
thy glory. Be thoy our guide thro' life, 

: * 
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our comfort in death, and our eternal por- 
tion beyond it. 

Hear us from heaven thy dwelling-place, 
and when thou heareſt have mercy, and for- 
give the ſins of our perſons, and the im- 
perfections of our prayers ; and do exceed- 
ing abundantly above what we are worthy 
to expect, or able to aſk, for his ſake who 
alone is worthy, thy beloved Son and our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to whom with thee, 
O Father, and Holy Spirit, be endleſs 
PR Amen. a 


MONDAY. 
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MONDAY EVENING. 
[Williſen.] 


O Lord, the high and lofty one who in- 
habiteſt eternity, and whoſe name is 
holy; when we conſider the awful glories 
of thy nature, we mean and ſinful creatures 
have cauſe exceedingly to fear and quake 
when we appear in thy preſence. But 
when we think of thy encouraging promiſes, 
and the diſcoveries of thy mercy, our 
drooping ſpirits are revived. Thou haſt 
faid, that though thou dwelleſt in the high 
and holy place, thou wilt alſo dwell with 
him who is of an humble and contrite ſpi- 
Tit : that the needy ſhall not be forgotten, 
and the expectation of the poor ſhall not 
periſh. Lord remember the word unto thy 
ſervants, upon which thou haſt TRE: us 

to hope. | 
Promote in us that contrition and bro- 
kenneſs of heart, in which thou doſt fo 
much delight, and be graciouſly pleaſed to 
take up thine abode with us. Dwell in 
I our 
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our houſe, and dwell in our hearts, and 
manifeſt to us the tokens of thy favour and 
preſence. [Be thou nigh anto us to pro- 
te. ct us, and to provide for us. We alk not 
riches or honours, or length of days. Give 
us food and raiment, and therewith we 
would be content. The chief deſire of 
our heart is, that thou wilt remember us 
with that favour which thou e to 
thine own people.] 

Thou haſt already done great things for 
us, of which we are glad. We would this 
evening call upon our ſouls, and upon one 
another, to bleſs the name of the Lord. 
Bleſſed be God who daily loadeth us with 
benefits. Thou preſerveſt us in going out 
and coming in. Thou ſpreadeſt our ta- 
ble, and makeſt our cup to run over. 
Thou giveſt us reſt on every ſide. Lord, 

what ſhall we render unto thee for our 
_ perſonal and family mercies? particularly 
for our health and ſtrength, our peace and 
liberty, our ſafety and protection, our food 
and raiment, our ſocial comforts and rela- 
tive . ! DIS 15 we bleſs thee 


EVENING. tis 


that thou cauſeſt the heavenly manna to be 
rained down about our tents; that thou 
continueſt with us the light of the glorious 
goſpel, and the means of knowledge, holi- 
neſs, and happineſs. In regard to ſpiritual 
privileges we are favoured above multi- 
tudes of our fellow-creatures, and even of 
our fellow-chriſtians. 

But Lord we muſt confeſs, to our r ſhame, 
that we have not rendered unto thee ac- 
_ "cording to the benefits we have received, 
We have ſinpned times and ways without 
number. [We have deſpiſed and abuſed 
the goodneſs of our God, and reſiſted: the 
motions of thy Spirit. We lament before 
thee our perſonal iniquities, and our fa- 
mily fins ; our vain words, our unprofitable 
converſe, our neglect of relative duties, our 
miſimprovement of our time, and our 
abuſe of our various talents for uſefulneſs.] 

Look upon us, O Lord, in mercy, thro' 
thy beloved Son, who was wounded for 
our tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed: for our ini- 
quities. [Let the merit of his righteouſ- 
neſs be upon us, and by his ſtripes may we 
be healed. We pray, that thou who giveſt 
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us our daily bread, wilt for Chriſt's ſake 
alſo forgive us our daily treſpaſſes.] Par- 
don whatſoever thou haſt ſeen amiſs in us 
through the paſt day; and notwithſtanding 
our great unworthineſs we - plead that, of 
thy free bounty, thou wilt continue thy 
former care and protection over us this 
night. CIT | 

How excellent is thy loving-kindneſs, 
0 God ! therefore do men put their truſt 
under the ſhadow of thy wings. Becauſe 
thou haſt commanded thy loving-kindneſs 
in the day-time, therefore in the night 
ſhall- thy ſong be with us, and our prayer 
to the God of our life. Thou art the 
keeper of Iſrael, who never ſlumbereſt nor 
ſleepeſt. Command thine angels to en- 
camp round about us, that we may not be 
afraid of any terror by night; and be pleaſed 
to refreſh us with ſufficient reſt, that we 
may be fitted for the duties of the follow- 
ing day. | 5 
Me thank thee, bleſſed God, that. we 

have this night where to lay our head; that 
we are not wandering in deſerts and moun- 
tains, or driven into dens and caves of the 
5 OL, Ih earth. 
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earth, O how much better are we pro- 
vided for than our dear Saviour was, or 
than many of whom the world was not 
worthy ! May our hearts be ſuitably im- 
preſſed with a ſenſe ' of thy mercies ; and 
as thou art never weary of doing us good, 
may we never be weary of doing thee ſer- 
vice; as thou haſt -pleaſure in the proſ- 
perity of thy ſervants, ſo let us take plea- 
ſure in doing thy holy will, and promoting 
thy glory. 

Watch over this family continually, and 
ſend down ſuch bleflings upon it as thou 
didſt- on the houſe of Obed-Edom for the 
ark's ſake. Baniſh fin. from among us. Im- 
plant thy fear in the hearts of all [old and 
young]. Let us dwell together in unity, 
and do thou command the bleſſing a__ 
us, even life for evermore. | 

Extend the hand of thy power and mercy, 
O Lord, to the utmoſt corners of the 
earth, and to them that are afar off upon the 
ſea, Let ſuch as fit in darkneſs and the 
| ſhadow of death, ſee thy light and thy 
truth, and hear the joy of thy falvation. 


? 
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Be merciful to our native country. Give 
thy judgments to the king, and thy righte- 
ouſneſs to the king's ſon. May our magi- 
ſtrates fear God and hate evil. May thoſe | 
who miniſter in holy things be bleſſed with 
- ſkilful heads, compaſſionate hearts, and ex- 
emplary lives. Convert the unconverted, 
and perfect the good work where it is be- 
gun. Enlighten the ignorant; awaken the 
ſeeure ; convince the erroneous; reclaim 
the vicious; eſtabliſh the unſettled; com- 
fort the dejected; and viſit the fick and af- 
flicted. Bleſs all our relatives and friends, 
forgive our enemies, and turn their hearts. 
Direct our ways ſo to pleaſe thee, that even 
eur enemies may be at peace with us. Lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power, | 
and RE glory, for ever. G 55 
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* dur God, whoſe we are, and 
whom we ought to ſerve; we ac- 
8 our dependence upon thy pro- 
vidence, and deſire to give thee the glory 
that is due unto thy name, for thy conſtant 
care over us, and kindneſs to us. Our 
voice ſhalt thou hear in the morning, O 
Lord; in the morning will we direct our 
praiſes and our prayers unto thee, and will 
took up, in humble expectation of further 
mercies from thine hands. 58110 
We bleſs thee that thou haſt given us 
refreſhing ſleep, and cauſed our beds to 
comfort us: that weariſome nights are not 
appointed to us; and that we have not 
been ſurpriſed with our laſt ſleep. Ic is 
- owing to thy providential care alone that 
we have not been buried in the ruins of our 
habitation, and that no plague has come 
nigh our dwelling. We are the living, 
the living to praiſe thee, as we do this day. 
14 Bleſſed 
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Bleſſed be God who hath lightened our eyes 


this morning, and continued our capacities 
for the enjoyments and the duties of life. 
O Lord, we will ſing aloud of thy mercy 
in the morning, for thou haſt been our de- 
_ fence, It is through thy unmerited favour 

that we poſſes ſuch a comfortable meaſure 
of bodily health; that we ſtill enjoy the 
uſe of our mental powers, and that the va- 
rious comforts of life are continued to us. 
Lord make us more ſenſible of the great- 
neſs of theſe thy mercies, and. mare de 
ful for them. W 

And we beſeech thee to 3 us more 
13 under a ſenſe of our great un- 
worthineſs, and our nianifald tranſgreſſions 
againſt thee, hereby we have forfeited all 
the comforts. of life, and expoſed ourſelyes 
to thy wrath and curſe, Lord, what is 
man that thou art mindful of him? Wha 
are we, and what are our houſes, that thou 
ſhouldſt viſit us with ſo much goodneſs ? 
[Thou madeſt man upright, but he hath 
ſought out many ſinful inventions. The 
crown is fallen from our head; wo unto us, 
for we haye finned, We have loſt thine 
129 5 image, 
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image, we have forfeited thy favour, we 
have grieved thy Spirit, we have wandered 
from our Father's houſe, we have rebelled 
againſt thy authority, we have deſpiſed the 
bleſſings of thy family.] Father, we have 
ſinned againſt heaven and in thy fight, and 
are no more w—_ to be called thy chil. 
dren. 

Bleſſed be thy name that thou art flow 
to anger, and plenteous in mercy; and that 
thou: haſt effectually provided for the for- 
giveneſs of our ſins, and our reſtoration to 
thy favour, in a way fully conſiſtent with 
the honour of thy perfections and govern- 
ment; even by the mediation of thy dear 
Son, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, (whom thou 
haſt ſent into this apoſtate world, in hu- 
man fleſh, to recall wandering prodigals 
back to their father's houſe, and aſſure them 
of a gracious welcome, We bleſs thee that 
thou haſt given him to ſuffer and die for 
our ſins; the juſt for the unjuſt, that he 
might bring us unto God.] Worthy is the 
Lamb that was ſlain to take away our guilt, 
and to open a new and living way of ac- 
ceſs to thee. O may we be found in him, 
and be made accepted in the beloved. 

Grant 
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Grant us, we beſeech thee, repentance 
towards God, and faith in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Help us fo to find out our fins, 
and diſcover the evil nature of them; that 
we may ſorrow for them after a godly ſort, 
and bring forth fruits meet for repentance, 
fo that they may never prove our ruin. 
And do thou enable us to return unto thee, 
through the bleſſed Mediator, in the way 
of new obedience. Put thy Spirit within 
us, and cauſe us to walk in thy ſtatutes; 
and keep thy commandments to do them. 
Diſpoſe us, O God, to the duties of piety 
towards thee; juſtice and charity to our 
neighbours ; ' ſobriety! and temperance to- 
. wards ourſelves, So engage our hearts to- 
wards thyſelf, by the manifold bleſſings of 
thine hand, and efpecially by the gifts of 
thy grace in a Redeemer, that we may- 
eſteem it our meat and our _—_— to do * 
will. 

Continue to us, we beſeech 1 gra- 
cious God, the health and ſafety, the proſ- 
perity and comforts, which thou haſt hi- 
therto afforded us, notwithſtanding our 
great unworthineſs; and O give us hearts 
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to improve them aright to thy glory. Lord 
ſanctify to us all our enjoyments and em- 
ployments in the preſent world. And what- 
ever afflictions thou mayeſt appoint for us, 
enable us to ſee thy hand, and ſubmit to 
thy will in them. Fit us for all; events 
that may befall us. Sanctify our eroſſes as 
well as our comforts, and cauſe both to 
work together for our good. Make us 
humble in a high eſtate, contented in a low 
one, and ſtill careful about our ſouls i i all | 
conditions; | 

MWe depend on thee, O Lend, for Soon 
tion and ſucceſs in all our undertakings. 
We bleſs thee that thou haſt promiſed to 
them that acknowledge thee in all their 
ways, that thou wilt direct their paths. 


O Lord, we defire to put ourſelves under 


thy gracious conduct and fatherly protec - 
tion; that thou mayeſt chuſe our inherit- 
ance for us, and diſpoſe of us, and all that 
concerns us, to the glory of thy name. 
Grant us all things needful and convenient 
for our preſent pilgrimage ſtate. Give us 
day by day our daily bread, and ſave us at 
all times from diſtruſting thy providence. 

| May 


124 TUESDAY: 


May we be careful for nothing, but in every 
thing by prayer and ſupplication, with 
thankſgiving, make our requeſts known unto 
God. May we ſet the Lord always before 
us, and while we live upon thy bounty, may 
we continually live to thy praiſe. And do 
thou ſo guide us in all our ways with thy 
counſel, that ww mayeſt ann receive 
us to thy glorʒ. 

And now may the grace G our Lord Ion 
fas Chriſt, and the love of God our hea- 
venly Father, and the comfortable fellow- 
ſhip of the Holy Spirit, be with-us, and all 
we ought to: pray for, this 00 and for ever- 
more. Amen. * SARS 
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TUESDAY EVENING. 
[Deddridge. 


Ms great and ever- bleſſed God; we 
thine unworthy creatures deſire at 
this time, with all humility, to bow our- 
ſelves down in thine awful preſence, ac- 
knowledging thine infinite perfections and 
glories. [We adore thee, as the firſt and 
the laſt, the greateſt and the beſt of be- 
ings ; who art poſſeſſed of knowledge and 
power, wiſdom and righteouſneſs, holineſs 
and truth, mercy and goodneſs, beyond 
what all other beings can conceive.] We 
pay thee our homage, as the author and 
ſupport of univerſal nature, the lord and 
life of the creation, We acknowledge our- 
ſelves thy creatures, whoſe bodies and ſouls 
were formed by thine hand, and are conti- 
nually maintained by thy care and favour. 

- Moſt juſtly, therefore, mighteſt thou have 
expected from us the moſt conſtant grati- 
tude, duty, and obedience : but we humbly 
. before thee, with the deepeſt hu- 
9 3 | miliation, 
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miliation, ſhame, and ſorrow, that we have 
been very much wanting in thoſe returns ; 
yea, that ye have all grievouſly offended 
thee. [We confeſs, O moſt holy God, that 
we are polluted and guilty creatures, and ſo 
moſt unworthy and unfit to appear in thy 
preſence, We were ſhapen in iniquity, and 
in fin did our mother conceive us ; and we 
have, from our very childhood, been re- 
newing our tranſgreſſions in our thoughts, 
our words, and our actions; and all theſe 


asre attended with circumſtances of high ag- 


gravation.] We own and lament, O moſt 
gracious Sovereign, that we have in num- 
berleſs inſtances broken thoſe wiſe and holy 
laws, which thou gaveſt us for our good ; 
ſo that we have deſerved thy righteous diſ- 
pleaſure, and might have been made exam- 
ples of. juſtice, and ſpectacles of miſery. 
{We might long fince , have. been cut off 
from all the comforts of life, and been ſent 
don to everlaſting. darkneſs, where the 
worm dieth ds, and the fire is not 
quenched.]- . 
But we humbly A e; thy pardooing 


mer in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, thine only 
| ho eas 
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begotten and well-beloved Son ; who hath 
by thine appointment, O compaſſionate Fa- 
ther, viſited this world of ours, not only to 
give us the moſt excellent inſtructions, 
confirmed by the moſt aſtoniſhing miracles, 
and recommended by the moſt amiable ex- 
ample ; but alſo to redeem us to God by 
his blood, and to offer up his own life a 
ſacrifice for us. Who being delivered for 
our offences, and raiſed again for our juſti- 
fication, is now aſcended into heaven, there 
to make a prevailing interceſſion for all 
that come unto Ged through him. We 
would approach thy ſacted preſence with 
all becoming regards to him, humbly plead- 
ing that atoning blood which he ſhed on 
the croſs, and that all- perfect merit and 
righteouſneſs of his, by which alone fin- 
ners may draw near unto thee with accept» 
ance. And we entreat thee for his fake, 
and in regard to our relation to him, fully 
and freely to forgive us all our numberleſs 
tranſgreſſions, and to be /graciouſly recon- 
ciled to us; yea, to take us, unworthy ag 
we are, into the number of thy dear chil- 
dren. For his fake we alſo humbly entreat 

1 thee 
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thee to free us from the power of fin, and 
ſend down, O thou God of all grace, thine 
Holy Spirit upon our hearts, in a rich abun- 
dance, to inſpire us with a hatred of every 
thing that is diſpleaſing to thee, and to form 
us to a love of univerſal goodneſs, and a de- 
fire of making continual improvements in it. 

[Fill us, O Lord, we humbly beſeech 
thee, with a fervent love to thy bleſſed 
ſelf. In all things may we be obedient to 
thine holy precepts, and ſubmiſſive to thy 
wiſe and gracious diſpoſal. May we be 
united to Chriſt by a fincere faith, which 
ſhall work by love, and ſhew itſelf in keep- 
ing his commandments. May we be led 
by the Holy Spirit of God; and cheriſh his 
influence on our hearts, as the ſpirit of ho- 


lineſs and of life. To our brethren of 


mankind may we be ſtrictly juſt, and af- 
fectionately kind, doing to others as we 
could reaſonably deſire they ſhould do to 
us, and rejoicing in every opportunity of 
advancing their rn or ſpiritual hap- 

1 . 
While we continue here in this uncer- 
tain world, give us, if it be thy bleſſed, 
will, 
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will, food to eat, and raiment to put on, 
health of body, and chearfulneſs of mind, 
and whatever other enjoyments thou ſeeſt 
neceſſary to make our journey through life 
comfortable. But let us not have our pora 
tion on earth. May our hearts be more 
and more indifferent to it, and our views 
continually raiſed above it. ¶ May we learn 
to govern our appetites and paſſions, and to 
deny ourſelves' in whatever the goſpel re- 
quires. May our conduct, in every re- 
lation and circumſtance of life, adorn reli- 
gion : and may the luſtre of our good works 
engage many around us to glorify our Father 
in heaven.] May we remember the ſhort-- 
neſs of time, and the importance of eter- 
nity ; and behave in ſuch 'a manner, that 
ſhould we be ever fo ſuddenly ſummoned 
away, death may not be a terrible, but a 
joyful ſurprize. Support us, O Lord, in 
our laſt extremities, and help us to honour 
thee by our dying behaviour : receive our 
departing ſpirits to the embraces of thy 
mercy, and give us a triumphant part in 
the reſurrection of the juſt. | 


8 We 
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We pray for the advancement of thy goſ- 
pel in the world, and for the con verſion of 
Jews and Gentiles to the faith as it is in 
Jeſus. We pray for the progreſs of the re- 


formation, abroad and at home. We re- 
commend to thee. our ſoyereign the King, 
and all the branches of his family; entreat- 
ing thee to continue to us, by their means, 
the invaluable bleſſing of the Proteſtant 
ſucceſſion; By thy grace animate thoſe 
who are diſtinguiſhed by power, riches, or 
other talents, that they may improve all 
for the public good. We earneſtly pray, 
that the miniſters of thy goſpel, of every 
denomination, may with united affection, 
ardent zeal, and eminent ſucceſs, be carry- 
ing on the work of the Lord. 
O thou God of mercy, ſartad: amen 
chriſtians of every. profeſſion a ſpirit of 
forbearance, candour, and love. Viſit all 
that are in affliction, whether perſonal or 
relative, in mind, body, or eſtate. Gra- 
ciouſly ſupport them under their ſorrows, 
and in thine own time ſend them deliver- 
ance. | | 
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We beſeech thee to bleſs us as a family; 
[whether we preſide over it, or belong to 
it, as children, ſojourners, or ſervants], may 
we all be found in a faithful diſcharge of 
our duty to thee, and to each other. May 
our united and retired devotions be ſo per- 
formed, as to have the nn influence on 
our temper and our lives. 

And now, O moſt merciful F ather, we 
deſire with all our hearts to bleſs thy holy 
name, for all thy goodneſs to us, and to 
the whole human race. We praiſe thee for 
our creation and preſervation, for health 
and eaſe, for food and raiment, for liberty 
and fafety, for friends and ſucceſs; and 
above all, for our redemption by Jeſus 
Chriſt; for the ineſtimable privilege of ap- 
proaching thee through him, and for the 
rich proviſion thou haſt made in him for 
the forgiveneſs of our daily fins, for our 
receiving all the ſupplies of grace we ſtand 
in need of here, and our enjoying everlaſting 
happineſs hereafter. Under a ſenſe of thy 
mercies, we defire to devote ourſelves to 
thee as the Lord our God, and renew our 
covenant with thee through Jeſus Chriſt ; 

K 2 hhumbly 
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humbly reſolving, by the aſſiſtance of thy 
Spirit, to ſerve thee with n, unto the 
end of our lives. Oi 

We particularly bleſs this for the mer- 
cies of the Day paſt, and humbly commit 
ourſelves to thy protection and favour this 
night, intreating thee to guard us from all 
evil; and to grant that when we next aſſem- 
ble together, we may have reaſon to unite 
our praĩſes for the continuance of thy good- 
neſs: and O may we be perpetually advanc- 
ing in our preparation for that world, where 


we hope to worſhip thee without any of 


thoſe imperfections which now attend us. 
All which 'we'aſk and hope, through the 
merits of thy Son Chriſt Jeſus, in whom 
we have righteouſneſs and ſtrength, and in 
whoſe name and words we conclude our 
addreſſes: Our Father, &c. 


WE D- 


l 133 J 


WEDNESDAY MORNING. 
 [Dedaridge.} 


BLESSED God ! thou art the great foun- 
tain of being and of happineſs. - As 
'from thee our beings were derived, ſo from 
thee our happineſs directly flows. The 
nearer we are to. thee, the more pure and 
delicious is the ſtream. With thee is the 
fountain of life: in thy light may we ſee 
light. The great object of our final hope 
is to dwell with thee for ever. O give us 
now ſome foretaſte of that delight. 

Give- us, we beſeech thee, the bleſſed- 
neſs of that man who feareth the Lord, and 
who delighteth greatly in his commands. 
So form our hearts by thy grace, that, from 
day to day, we may ſet the Lord before us, 
and be in thy fear all the day long. 

To thee may our awaking thoughts be 
directed; and with the firſt ray of light 
that viſits our opening eyes, lift up, O 
Lord, the light of thy countenance. When 
our faculties are rouſed from ſleep, may our 

K 3 firſt 
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firſt actions be conſecrated to thee, O God, 
who giveſt us light, and every morning 
giveſt us (as it were) a new life. Our voice 
ſhalt thou hear in the morning, O Lord, in 
our retirement, and in our family ; in the 
morning will we direct our prayer unto 
thee, and will look up. O enable us to 
pour out our hearts before thee with filial 
reverence, freedom, and endearment. With 
hearts filled with gratitude would we praiſe 
thee for paſt mercies, and in the exerciſe of 
a lively faith would we implore freth bleſ: 
ſings, which every returning day requires. 
We deſire with chearfulneſs daily to renew 
the dedication of ourſelves to thee through 
Jeſus thy beloved Son: and with attention 
and pleaſure read and hearken to the in- 
ſtructions of thine holy word, that we may 
know what thou wouldſt have us to do. 
Enable us to hide thy word in our hearts 
- that we may not ſin againſt thee, and 
earneſtly to-ſeek freſh ſupplies of thy bleſſed 
Spirit (whaſe influences are the life of our 
ſouls) that we may be aa in all the 
duties which it enjoins, 
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Being thus prepared, do thou, Lord, lead 
us forth to all the duties and events of the 
day. In the callings to which thou haſt 
directed us, may we abide with thee: not 
being flothful in buſineſs, but fervent in 
ſpirit, ſerving the Lord. vu 

Teach us the value of time, and enable 
us always to improve it to the beſt advan- 
tage, in ſuch duties as thou haſt affigned 
us, [how low or painful ſoever they may 
be]. To thy glory, O Lord, may the la- 
bours of life be purſued, and to thy glory 
may the refreſhments of it be ſought and 
enjoyed. Whether we eat or drink, or 
whatever we do, may that end ftill be kept 
in view, and may it be attained. May 
every refreſhment and releaſe from buſineſs 
prepare us to ſerve thee with greater vigour 
and reſolution. | 
. May our eyes be ever watchful to ob- 
ſerve the deſcent of mercies from thee, and 
may a grateful ſenſe of thy hand, and thy 
love in them, add a favour and reliſh to. 
all. While in this world of trial, may we 
accuſtom ourſelves to expect afflictions, and 
when they come may we be reconciled to 
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them, by remembering that. they come from 
thee, and by firmly believing that the ſame 
love which gives us our daily bread, ap- 
points our daily croſſes. May we learn to 
take them up, and follow. our dear Lord, 
with a temper like that which he mani- 
felted when aſcending Calvary for opr ſakes. 
Like him may we fay, in all circumſtances 
of trial, The cup which my F ather hath 
“given me, ſhall I not drink it?” 
Keep us, O-Lord, we pray thee, from 


7 the temptations. to which we are daily ex- 


poſed: or if thou ſuffereſt us to enter into 
temptation, do thou deliver us from evil. 
Make us ſenſible of out own weakneſs, that 
our hearts may be raiſed to thee for needful 
ſupplies of ſtrength. 9 

When we are engaged in the ſociety of 
en may it be our deſire and our care 
that we may do and receive as much good 
as poſſible. May all companies and all per- 
ſons be the better for us. May we be ſo- 
licitous daily to be anſwering the great pur- 
poſes. of life, by honouring thee, and dif- 
fuſing knowledge and happineſs in the 
world. Like our bleſſed Maſter, may we 
go about doing good. 
5 * When 
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When we are alone, may we remember 
that our beavenly Father is with us: may 
we enjoy the pleaſure of thy preſence, and 
feel the animating, power of it, awakening 
our ſouls to an earneſt deſire to think and 
act as in thy fight. 

Thus may this day, and all our days, be 
ſpent; and let them always be cloſed in thy 
fear, and under a ſenſe of thy gracious 
preſence. Help us ſo to conduct ourſelves 
through the hours of every day, whether 
at home or abroad, whether in company 
or alone, whether buſy or at reſt, that we 
may be able at the cloſe, to review it with 
ſatisfaction. And, Lord, diſpoſe us ſe- 
riouſly and impartially to review the ac- 
tions of every day, and to judge ourſelves 
for them, as thoſe who expect to be judged 
of the Lord, and are ſolicitous to be ap- 
proved by thee, who ſearcheſt all hearts, 
and canſt not forget any of our works. 
May our prayers come up daily before thee 
as incenſe, and the lifting up of our hands 
be as the morning and the evening ſacri- 
fice, And O give us daily to enjoy the teſ- 
timony of our conſciences, that we have 
el to God ; ſo that when' the ſeaſon of 
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nature's repoſe returns, we may with ſweet 
calmneſs and ſerenity reſign our powers to 
fleep, under a chearful perſuaſion that we 
are accepted of thee, in Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord, and humbly hoping in thy mercy 
through him, whether our days on earth be 
prolonged, or cut off in the midft. 

Help us, O Lord, to ſpend every day in 
the. view of our laſt, and ſo as to fit us 
for it. If death comes by a ſlow advance, 
may it at length find us ſtill thus employed; 
and if we ſhould be called on a ſudden to 
exchange worlds, may our laſt days and 
hours be ſo ſpent, as to furniſh no occaſion 
for remorſe or fear. Whenever, or how- 
ever we are called from this ſtate of trial, 
may we haye a ſweet and eaſy paſſage from 
the ſervices of time, to the infinitely nobler 
ſervices of an immortal ſtate, We aſk it 
thro' him who, while on earth, was the 
faireſt pattern of every virtue, and who now 
lives and reigns with thee, able to fave to 
the uttermoſt. To him, having done all, 
would we fly, with the moſt humble ac- 
knowledgement that we are unprofitable 
ſervants. And unto him be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. | 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING. 
[Daddridge.] 


B ESssED God, we humbly adore thee 

as the father of lights, and the giver of 
every good and perfect gift. From thee 
we feek every bleſſing, and eſpecially thoſe 
which may lead us to thyſelf, and prepare 
us for the enjoyment of thee. 

Thou ſearcheſt the heart and trieſt the 
reins of the children of men. Search us, 
O God, and know our hearts, try us and 
know our thoughts: ſee if there be any 
wicked way in us, and lead us in the way 
everlaſting. Give us to know what ſpirits 
we are of, and preſerve us from 1 
where the error might be fatal. 

May we, O Lord, be renewed in the 
ſpirit of our minds. A new heart do thou 
give us, and a new ſpirit do thou put within 
us. Make us partakers of a divine nature ; 
and as thou who haſt called us art holy, may 
we be holy in all manner of converſation. | 


May the fame mind be in us which was alſo 
10 ö in 
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in Chriſt Jeſus, and may we walk even as 
he walked. Deliver us from being carnally 
minded, which is death, and make us ſpi- 
ritually minded, fince that is life and peace. 
While we paſs thro' this world of ſenſe, 
enable us to walk by faith and not by ſight, 
yea, may we be ſtrong in faith giving glory 

to God. ; 

May thy grace, O Lord, which hath ap- 
peared unto all men, and unto us, with 
ſuch glorious evidence and luſtre, effectu- 
ally teach us to deny ungodlineſs and worldly 

luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly. Work in our hearts that godlineſs 
which is profitable unto all things, and 
teach us by the blefſed influences of thy 
Spirit to love thee the Lord our God with 
all our heart, with all our ſoul, with all 
our mind, and with all our ſtrength. May 
we yield ourſelves unto thee, as alive from 
the dead, and preſent our bodies living ſa- 
crifices, holy, acceptable in thy fight, which 
is our moſt reaſonable ſervice, 

May we entertain the moſt faithful and 
affectionate regards to the bleſſed Jeſus, 
thine incarnate ſon, the brightneſs of thy 

glory, 
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glory, and the expreſs image of thy perſon, 
Him, having not ſeen, may we love, and 
though now we ſee him not, yet believing 
may we rejoice, with joy unſpeakable and 
full of glory. May the life which we live 
in the fleſh be 158 the faith of the Son of 
God. 

May we be filled with the Spirit, and be 
ſo led by the Spirit of God as to make it 
evident, to ourſelves and others, that we 
are the children of God, and heirs of glory. 
May we not receive the ſpirit of bondage 
- unto fear, but the ſpirit of adoption, 
whereby we may be enabled to cry, Abba, 
Father. May. the Spirit of God work in 
us as a ſpirit of love, and of power, and of 
a ſound mind, that ſo we may add to our 
faith, virtue. May we be ſtrong and very 
courageous, and quit ourſelves like men, 
and like chriſtians, in our work and war- 
fare, under the banners of the great Cap- 
tain of our ſalvation. 

Teach us, O Lord, ſeriouſly to conſider 
the nature of our own ſouls, and to ſet a 
ſuitable value upon them. May we labour 
not only, or chiefly, for the 'meat that 

periſheth, 
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periſheth, but for that which endureth to 
eternal life. Help us to cheriſh and to ex- 
erciſe all the perſonal graces of the Spirit 
in our minds. May we humble ourſelves 
under thy mighty hand, and be clothed 
with humility; decked with the ernament 
of a meek and quiet ſpirit, which in the 
ſight of God is of great price. May we be 
found among the pure in heart, who are 
ſo bleſſed as to ſee God. Help us to mor- 
tify our members which are in the earth, 
ſo that we may be willing to part with the 
Iuſts that are as dear to us as a right hand 
or eye. May we be temperate in all things 
content with ſuch things as we have, and 
inſtructed to be ſo in whatever ſtate we are. 
May patience alſo have its perfect work in 
us, that we may be in that reſpect perfect 
and entire, wanting nothing. 

Form us, O Lord, we beſeech thee, to a 
proper temper towards our fellow-creatures. 
May we love our neighbour as ourſelves, 
and whatſoever we would that others ſhould 
do unto us, may we alſo do the ſame unto 
them. May we put on meekneſs under the 
greateſt proyocations ; and, if it be poſſible, 
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as much as lieth in us, may we live peace- 
ably with all men. May we be merciful 
as our Father in heaven is merciful. May 
wee ever ſpeak the truth from our hearts, 
and ſpeak it in love; guarding againſt every 
inſtance of a cenſorious and malignant diſ- 
poſition; and taking care not to judge ſe- 
verely, as we would not be judged, which 
thou, Lord, knoweſt, and our own con- 
ſciences know, we ſhould not be able to 
' ſupport. 
A bumbly i intreat thee, 0 Lord, to 
ak in us all theſe branches of the chriſ- 
tian temper, which may be acceptable to 
thee, and prove ornamental to our profeſ- 
fion in the world. Renew, we beſeech 
thee, a right ſpirit within us: make us 
Iſraclites indeed, in whom there is no guile. 
While we feaſt, on Chriſt as our paſſ-over 
ſacrificed for us, may we keep the feaſt 
with the unleavened bread of fincerity and 
truth. And O thou unchangeable God, 
make us ſtedfaſt and immoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, as 
knowing that our labour in the Lord ſhall 
ot finally be in vain. 

To 
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To preſerve us from fin, may our hearts 
be tender, eaſily impreſſed with thy word 
and providences ; touched with an affec- 
tionate concern for thy glory, and ſenſible 
of every impulſe of thy Spirit. May we 
be zealous for our God, with a zeal accord- 
ing to knowledge and charity, Teach us, 
in thy ſervice, to join the wiſdom of the 
| ſerpent with the innocence of the dove. 

Make us ever attentive to the duties in- 
cumbent upon us, as members of eivil ſo- 
ciety, and of the church of Chriſt, that we 
may give no offence. Enable us to conduct 
ourſelves wiſely and well as members of 
a chriſtian family. May the heads of the 
family walk before their houſe in a perfect 
way, commanding their children and houſe- 
hold after them to keep the ways of the 
Lord. May the children of the family obey 
their parents in the Lord, love one another, 
and remember thee their Creator now in 
the days of their youth. May the ſervants 
in this houſe be faithful to their truſt, dili- 
gent in buſineſs, fervent in A e ſerving 
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Thus may the bleſſing of God, the Fa- 
ther and Lord of all, reſt continually upon 
us for good. Thus may the image of our 
dear Redcerner ſhine bright in our charac- 
ters; and thus may we be formed to a 
growing meetneſs for that world where he 
dwells, and where we ſhall be completely 
like him, becauſe we ſhall ſee him as he is. 
We aſk all in his name, who hath loved 
us, and given himſelf for us, that he might 
redeem us unto himſelf a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works, unto whom be aſ- 
cribed glory and honour, ſalvation and 
praiſe, now and for ever. Amen. 
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LMIGHTY -and moft glorious Jeho- 
vah; we: adore thee as the God of 
| nature” the God of providence, and the God 
of grace. As from thee all creatures re- 
_ ceived their beings, fo on thee they con- 
ſtantly depend. With the deepeſt humility : 
would we ptoftrate ourſelves” before thy 
throne; and acknowledge our conſtant and 
entire dependence upon thee, not only for 
the continuance and the comforts of our 
natural lives, but for the ſafety and welfare 
of our ſouls, in time and to eternity. We 
confeſs not only that we are guilty crea- 
tures, and as ſuch need thy pardoning mercy, 
but alſo that we are depraved and impotent 
creatures, and as ſuch ſtand in abſolute 
need of thy renewing and . 
grace. | | 

We delire ſincerely and humbly to ap- 
knowledge before thee our own. weakneſs 
and inſufficiency for any thing that is 

ſpiritually 
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ſpiritually good. We have experienced it 
a thouſand times; and yet our fooliſh 
hearts are too prone to truſt in themſelves, 
and form reſolutions in their own ſtrength. 
Give us, we pray thee; a more deep and 
offectual conviction of our impotence, and 
bring us to a more humble diſtruſt of our- 
ſelves, and a more entire repoſe on thee. 
We rejoice; O Lord, in the kind aſſur- 
ance which thou haſt given us; of thy 
readineſs to beſtow liberally upon us all 
the aſſiſtance which we want, in order to 
a ſucceſsful oppoſition againſt fin and tempt- 
ation, and the acceptable performance of 
all the arduous, duties of the divine life. 
In compliance with thy condeſcending in- 
vitation, we come with boldneſs to the 
throne of thy grace, that we may find grace 
to help in every time of need; and would 
earneſtly plead thine own gracious promiſe, 
O heavenly Father, to give thy Om unto. 
them that aſk it. f 
God forbid that we ſhould entertain the 
thought of turning thy grace into wanton- 
neſs, or perverſeneſs, or of making our 


weaknelſ an excuſe for negligence and ſloth ! 
7 L 2 © We 
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We confeſs, thou haſt already given us more 
ſtrength than we have uſed; and we charge 
it upon outſclves, and not on thee, that we 
have not received more abundant ſupplies. 
We defire for the future to be found dili- 
gent in the uſe of all appointed means. In 
the neglect of theſe, we know that our pe- 
titions would be a prophane mockery, which. 
might juſtly provoke thee to take away 
thine holy Spirit from us. We would 
therefore reſolve to exert, ourſelves. to the 
uttermoſt, and earneſtly. entreat the com- 
munications of thy grace, that we may be 
enabled to fulfil our refoluttons. 
He thou ſurety, O Lord, unto thy ſer- 
vants for good. Be pleaſed to ſned abroad 
thy ſanctifying inffuences on our ſouls, to 
form us for every duty which thou re- 
quireſt. Implant every chriſtian grace and 
virtue deep in our hearts, and maintain and 
ſtrengthen them amidſt all the aſſaults both 
from within and without, to which we are 
continually liable, while we are in this 
world, where we carry a ** us ſo 
many . | a 
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Fill our breaſts, we beſeech thee, with 
good affections towards thee our God, and 
towards our fellow-creatures. Help us al- 
ways to realize thy preſence, and to re- 
member that every ſecret ſentiment of our 
ſouls is open to thee. Under ſuch a con- 
viction, may we guard againſt the firſt riſ- 
ings of ſin, and the firſt approaches to it. 
And that Satan may not find room for his 
evil ſuggeſtions, we pray that thou, Lord, 
wilt fill our hearts with thy Spirit, and 
take up thy reſidence there. Dwell in us, 
and walk with us, and let our bodies be the 
temples of the Holy Ghoſt. 

May we be ſa joined to Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord, as to become one ſpirit with him, 
and feel his invigorating influences conti- 
nvually bearing us on, ſuperior to every 
temptation, and to every corruption; that 
while the youths ſhall faint and be weary, 
and the young men utterly fall, we may fo 
wait upon the Lord as to renew our ſpiri- 
tual ſtrength, to run without wearineſs, to 
walk without fainting, yea to fly as on the 
wings of eagles towards heaven. May we 
be going on continually,” from one degree 
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of faith and love, of holineſs and zeal, unto 
another, till we appear perfect before thee 
in Zion, to drink in immortal vigour and 
joy from thee, the everlaſting fountain of 
both. | 2 
While we are here, we are ſurrounded 
with dangers and difficulties. Bleſſed God, 
to thine almighty power we flee. O thou 
that ſaveſt by thy right hand them that put 
their truſt in thee, ſtretch out thine omni- 
potent arm to ſave us. We put ourſelves 
under thy protection; let thy grace be ſuf- 
ficient for us, and thy ſtrength be made 
perfect in our weakneſs, We dare not ſay, 
we will neyer forſake or deny thee ; but we 
hope we can ſay, that we would not do it. 
O root out thoſe corruptions from our 
hearts, Which, in an hour of preſſing 
temptation, might alter our views, and be- 
tray us into the hands of the enemy. 
Strengthen our faith, O Lord; encourage 
our hope, and inſpire us with an heroio 
reſolution, in oppoſing every thing that 
obſtructs us in our way to heaven. May 
we ſet our faces like a flint againſt all the 
aſſaults of earth and hell. If ſinners entice, 
| | . "3 "RON 
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let us not conſent: if they inſult, let us 
not regard it: if they threaten, let us not 
fear. May we never be aſhamed to plead 
thy cauſe againſt the moſt prophane deri- 
ders of religion; but may we be filled 
with courage, charity, and zeal, to teach 
tranſgreſſors thy ways, that ſinners may be 
converted unto thee. 

Keep us, O God, at all times, by thy 
mighty power, and on that may we always 
rely. Never let us think ourſelves ſtrong 
enough to maintain the combat without 
thee; nor yet imagine ourſelves ſo weak 
that thou canſt not ſupport us. | 

Wherever thou leadeſt us, there let us 
follow, and whatever ſtation thou appointeſt 
for us, there let us labour. In the midſt 
of dangers and diſcouragements, may we 
look unto Jeſus, the captain of our ſalva- 
tion, the great author, and finiſher of our 
faith; and may we finally be made more 
than conquerors through him that hath . - 
loved us, in whom we have righteouſneſs 
and ſtrength, and unto whom be aſcribed 
ſalvation and honour, bleſſing and praiſe, 


now and for ever. Amen. 
L 4 THURS. 
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VER- BLESSED and IG Lord; 
thou art a great God, and a great King, 
_ all gods. The earth is thine, and 
'the fulneſs thereof : the world, and all they 
that dwell therein, We are thine, for thou 
madeſt us, and on thee we entirely depend 
for the continuance of life and all its en- 
joyments. It is moſt fit that we ſhould 
daily acknowledge our dependence upon 
thee, and our obligations to thee, in united 
acts of prayer and praiſe, 

We proſtrate our ſouls this evening be- 
fore thy throne, to tender thee the homage | 
which is thy due; and under a ſenſe of 
our great, unworthineſs we beg to be ac- 
cepted through Jeſus Chriſt, 

We bleſs thee for the beings thou haſt 
given us, and for all the powers of body 
and of mind with which we are endowed. 
We praiſe thee for the continual care of 
thy providence over us * night and by 
4a A ; | day, 
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day, and for the numberleſs bleſſings with 
which our lives are crowned. How pre- 
cious are thy thoughts unto us, O God; if 
we would count them they are more than 
can be numbered. 

We particular]y praiſe thee for the ſafety 
and the comforts of the day paſt. Under 
a ſenſe of thy former kindneſs, we com- 
mit ourſelves and each other to thy future 
care, May we this night reſt ſecure under 
the ſhadow of thy wings, and let thy good 
providence continue to be exerciſed for our 
protection and comfort through all the re- 
maining days of our lives on earth. Under 
an apprehenſion of the manifold dangers 
and calamities to which we are ever liable 
in this preſent evil world, we fly to thee 
as our only refuge. Be thou pleaſed to 
| take the charge of us, and we ſhall be ſecure 
from eyil, and our hearts ſhall not fear. ' O 
thou great ſhepherd of Iſracl, whoſe watch- 
ful eye is ever upon them that truſt in thee, 
preſerve us lying down and riſing up, going 
out and coming in, from this time forth 
and for ever, 


But . 
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But we would more eſpecially be ſolici- 
tous for the ſafety and happineſs of our 

ſouls. , 

hleſſed God; in the midſt of ten thou- 
ſand ſnares and dangers, from without, and 
from within, permit us to look up to thee 
as the God of ſalvation, to whom belong 
the iſſues from death. Let thine eyes be 
upon us for good, and keep theſe ſouls of 
ours from h would involve them i in 
guilt and ruin. | 
When we are ker to ſloth and indo- 
lence, awaken us, we pray thee, with' the 
lively views of that inviſible and eternal 
world to which we are tending ; and en- 


gage us to remember the infinite impor= 


tance of diligently improving thoſe tran- 
fient moments which thou haſt allotted us 
to prepare for it. 

When ſinners entice us, may we not con- 
ſoa; but may holy converſe with thee give 
us a difreliſh for the ſociety? of thoſe who 
are ſtrangers to thee, and would ſeparate 
our ſouls from thee. May we honour 
them that fear the Lord, and by walking 
with wiſe and holy men, may we be daily 
advancing in wiſdom and holinef, = 
5 Guard 
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Guard us, O Lord, from the love of ſen- 
ſual pleaſure. May we remember that to 
be carnally minded is death. Purify and 
refine our ſouls by the influences of thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may always ſhun un- 
lawful gratifications ; and enable us to uſe 
the allowed indulgencies of animal nature 
with ſobriety and moderation, that the com- 
forts of life may not be the occaſions of 
ſin. May we ever remember the ſuperior 
dignity of our intelligent and ſpititual na- 
ture, and purſue the pleaſures of the man 


and the chriſtian as our nobleſt happineſs: 


aboye all, may we aſpire after thoſe plea- 
ſures which are at thy right hand for ever- 
more. | 9 

Preſerve us, O God, from that pride 
which goeth before deſtruction, and that 
luſt-of ambition by which ſo 'many have 


fallen. Promote in us that humility and 


lowlineſs of mind which ſo well becomes 


the diſciples of the bleſſed Jeſus. May we 


learn of him who was meek and lowly in 
heart. Deliver us, we beſeech thee, from 
covetouſneſs, which is idolatry, and that 
love of the world which is enmity with 

Ry God. 


God. Let us not make haſte to be rich, 
nor ſeek great things for ourſelves on earth, 
remembering that the love of money is the 
root of all evil, And if riches increaſe, 
let us not ſet our hearts upon them. May 
our deſires after worldly poſſeſſions, and our 
delight in them, be moderated by conſider- 
ing their uncertain and unſatisfying nature; 
and while. others are laying up for them- 
{elves treaſures an earth, may we be rich 
towards Gd. 

Deliver us from all thoſe exceflive cares 


about the things of this life in general, 


which would fo engrols our time and 
thoughts, that the one thing needful would 
be forgotten, May we never be too buſy 


about the moſt lawful things, to attend to 


thoſe great affairs which lie between thee 


and our ſouls: never ſo taken up with the 


concerns of time, as to * the intereſts 
of, eternity. 

Deliver us from all thoſe gelluy luſts 
which war againſt the ſoul, and from all 
thoſe vices of the mind which tend to grieve 
thy, good Spirit, and to baniſh 19 8 and 
Joy * the heart. „ 2098 


Eſpecially | 
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Eſpecially we pray, that thou wilt deli- 
ver us from the fins which do moſt eafily 


beſet us, and enable us to ſet a ſpecial guard 


againſt them. Help us continually to watch 
and pray, that we may not enter into tempt- 
ation, and to keep our hearts with all dili- 
gence, ſince out of them are the iſſues of 


7 life. 


We lament it, that, nb our neglect 
of watchfulneſs and prayer, we have ſo often 


yielded to temptation, and fallen into fin. 


Mercifully pardon all our paſt neglects. 


Make us more circumſpe& for the time to 


come; and do thou, O God of all grace, 


keep us from falling, and preſerve us by 
thy ae power, Nr faith unto ſal- 


vation. 
Our ſafety ind n is in thee alone. 


On thy power, grace, and faithfulneſs will 


we rely, and to thy name ſhall be all tie 
glory, through Jefus Chriſt our only Me- 
diator and Advocate. Amen. 


- 
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FRIDAY MORNING. 
* [ Doddridge.} 


Mosr. 3 and ever- bleſſed Jeho- 
vah; we humbly adore thee as the 
Creator and Lord of all : the wiſe and holy. 
and gracious/ governor of the univerſe, 
whom all thy rational creatures are bound, 
by duty and by intereſt, to en love, 
and obey. 1 
As we were made by * ſo we were 
made for thee, and our beſt ſervice is thy 
due. Bleſſed he thy name that thou haſt ſo 
fully inſtructed us what is thy mind and 
will concerning us. [We thank thee that 
we are not left to the mere light of nature, 
to learn the knowledge of thyſelf, and of 
our duty to thee, but that by a revelation 
from heaven, thou haſt elearly ſhewed us 
what is good, and what thou the Lord our 
God requireſt of us; even that we ſhould 
do juſtly, and love mercy, and walk hum- 
bly with thee.] With forrow and ſhame 
we confeſs our manifold violations of thy 
wie 
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wiſe and holy law, whereby we have ex- 
poſed ourſelves to the curſe, which it de- 
nounces. As thy law demands perfect obe- 
dience, and we are all tranſgreſſors of it, we 
are convinced that by the deeds of the law 
no fleſh living can be juſtified, 

[For ever adored be thy name for the 
proviſions of thy grace, in Jeſus Chriſt, for 
the juſtification and ſalvation of fallen men; 
and for that new and better covenant which 
thou haſt eſtabliſhed with thy beloved Son, 
and with us in him, according to which 
we may hope to find favour in thy ſight.] 
We thank thee, O Lord, for that bleſſed 
goſpel which thou haſt ſent among us, in 
which the glad tidings of ſalvation by Jeſus, 
Chriſt are proclaimed. [And we bleſs thee 
that therein thou haſt ſo fully acquainted. 
us how we may obtain ſalvation by him. 
We acknowledge the wiſdom and reaſon- 
ableneſs of thy requirements, that we ſhould 
unfeignedly repent of all our fins ; that we 
ſhould believe in Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou 
haſt ſent ; and that we ſhould bring forth 
the fruits of new obedience. And adored 
be thy name, that what thy wiſdom requires, 


L | thy 


160 FRIDAT 


thy grace enables us to perform.) O God, 
teach us to form right views of the reli- 
gion of the goſpel, and give us to expe- 
rience the life and power of it in our ſouls. 
We make a profeſſion of chriſtianity : 
God forbid that we ſhould reſt in a mere 
profeſſion l but grant that we may be chriſ- 
tians indeed and in trath. O ſuffer us not 
to:deceive- ourſelves in a matter of ſuch in- 
finite importance. 

©: Lord God omniſcient, thou ſearcheſt 
all: hearts, and trieſt the reins of the chil- 
dren of men: ſearch thou our hearts, and 
try our thoughts, and ſee if there be any 
wicked way in us, and lead us into the way 
everlaſting. Enable us alſo frequently and 
impartially to examine ourſelves, as in thy 
fight; and let our own conſciences teſtify 
whether we are poſſeſſed of that repent- 
ance towards God, and that faith in our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which the goſpel re- 
quires 3 and whether we have been brought 
to that new, univerſal, and chearful obe- 
dience, which is the genuine and neceſſary 
fruit thereof. | | 


If 
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If hitherto we are any of us utter ſtrangers 
to theſe things, convince us of our guilt 


and danger, and let that bleſſed Spirit, Who 


is the author of the new creation, create us 
anew in Chriſt Jeſus. O repreſent fn to 
us in all its odious colours, that we may 
feel an irreconcileable hatred to it. Give 
us ſuch views of thy majeſty and mercy 
that our hearts may be alarmed and melted. 
Smite the rock, that the waters of genuine 
and evangelical repentance may flow. 'Shew 

us that we have undone ourſelves, but that 


our help is found in God alone through 


Jeſus Chriſt. May the Spirit take of the 
things of Chriſt and ſhew them unto us. 
Shew us his power and willingneſs to ſave 
unto the uttermoſt. 

Work in us that faith which is the ope- 
ration of God. Direct us to behold Jeſus, 
as labouring, ſuffering, dying, and aſcend- 
ing, for the ſalvation of ſinners. Give us 
faith in the efficacy of his righteouſneſs, 


atonement, and interceſſion, and enable us 


to come unto him that we may have life, 
and to rely upon him for compleat ſalva- 


tion. | {daft 24 
oe” 
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May we know what it is to have our 
whole hearts ſubdued by his love, ſo as to 
be crucified with him, to be dead to ſin, to 
be mortified to the world, but alive unto 


Goc. Make us to bear his image, to obey 


his laws, to purfue his ſervice, to ſeek his 


- glory, to promote his cauſe. 


Whatever there be wanting in us, to con- 
ſtitute us real chriſtians, Lord diſcover it to 
us, and work it in us. Beat down every 
falſe preſumptuous hope, and let us know 
the worſt of ourſelves while yet there is 
-emedy. If any ſecret fin be lurking in 
our hearts, root it out, however painful 


the operation. May all old things 118 


away, and all things become new. 

If we are chriſtians indeed, and have re- 
ceived the grace of God in truth, give us 
the comfortable evidence of thy good work 
begun. May thy Spirit witneſs with our 
ſpirits that we are the children of God. 
Make us more ſenſible of our imperfec- 


tions, more humble for them, more defir- 


ous and diligent to have them removed. 
Do thou, O God, perfect what is lacking 
in our knowledge and in our faith, and 
N | fulfil 
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fulfil in us all the good pleaſure of thy 
goodneſs. Enrich our ſouls with all the 
graces of thy Spirit. Form us to the com- 
pleat image of thy Son. Help us to walk 
in all the ordinances of the Lord blameleſs, 
and to abound in all the fruits of righte- 
ouſneſs to thy praiſe. Eſtabliſh our ſouls 
in thy good way. Make us uſeful in the 
ſtations wherein thou haſt placed us, and 
grant that, by an exemplary deportment in 
life, and a continual progreſs in knowledge, 
faith, holineſs, and love, we may adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour, and be gra- 
dually ripening for glory. And God grant 
that none of us may fall ſhort of it. 

We praiſe thee for thy continued good- 
neſs to us. We commend ourſelves, and 
all that are dear unto us, to thy future care. 
May thy providence guard and provide for 
us this day, and may thy grace enable us 
every day to live in thy fear. Pardon, ac- 
cept, and bleſs us, O Father of mereies, 
through thy dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
cur hope, in whom believing we would re- 
joice, and defire to be found, hing dying, 


and for ever. Amen. | 
| M 2 F R I- | 
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FRIDAY EVENING. 
[ Doddridge.} 


Thou ever- bleſſed, glorious, and gra- 
cious God, who art the fountain both 
of the natural and ſpiritual life; we thy 
dependent and obliged creatures are Once 
more met together to make our united ac- 
knowledgments to thee ; to praiſe thee for 
the mercies we have already received, and 
to implore future bleſſings according to our 
neceſſities both for the body and the ſoul. 
We thank thee, O God, that thou gaveſt 
us life at firſt, and that amidſt ſo many dan- 
gers, and ſo many provocations, we con- 
tinue to live, and to enjoy ſo many of the 
comforts of life. It is thy viſitation which 
- upholds our ſpirits, and thy free, unme- 
Tited goodneſs which gives us whatever 
contributes to render our lives happy. 
Bleſſed be God for all our enjoyments of 
an outward nature, both perſonal and rela- 
tive. May they be continued to us, and 
O may they be wiſely improved! While 


3 2 1 we 
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we live, may we live unto the Lord. If 
any of us are as yet dead in treſpaſſes and 
ſins, do thou raiſe us to a new, a ſpiritual, 
and divine life. 

Adored be the riches of thy grace, if 
any of us have ground to hope that thou 
haſt begun this good work in us. We la- 
ment the imperfections of it, and pray that 
thou wilt ſtrengthen what thou haſt wrought. 
It is our earneſt deſire that we may grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Form our minds 
to thoſe right notions of religion on which 
our progreſs in it fo much depends. Give 
us a growing acquaintance with thee, with 
ourſelves, and with the doctrines, precepts, 
and promiſes of the glorious goſpel. 

We would be ſeeking after an increaſe 
of love to thee our God and Father in Chriſt 
Jeſus ; of reſignation to thy wiſe and holy. 
will, and of benevolence to our fellow- 
creatures. May we grow in patience and 
fortitude of foul; in humility and zeal; * 
in ſpirituality, and a heavenly diſpoſition of 
mind; in a concern for thy glory, and 

9 to thine image. May we feel 

M 3 a grow- 
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a growing ambition that whether preſent or 


abſent we may be accepted of thee, and 


may be continually improving in our like- 
neſs to thee, that ſo we may be advancing 
in our meetneſs for that world, where thy 
ſaints behold. thy face in righteouſneſs, and 


are ſatisfied with thy likeneſs. 


We are convinced, O Lord, that we have 
not as yet attained, and well may our ſouls 
be confounded to think how far we are 
from being. already perfect. But this one 
thing would we do: forgetting the. things 


Which are behind, we would reach forth 


unto thoſe things which are before, and be 
continually preſſing towards the mark, for 
the prize of the high- calling of God which 


is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 


We defire and pray that, while we are 
continued in this world, we may be ren- 
dered more extenſively uſeful. We bleſs 
thee, thou bountiful author of all good, 
for the talents with which thou haſt en- 


' truſted us. We have cauſe to be aſhamed 
and confounded before thee, when we con- 
ſider to how little purpoſe we have hitherto 


improved them. - Alas | what have we done, 
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in proportion to what might have been ex- 
pected, with the gifts of nature which 
thou haſt beſtowed, with our time, our 
poſſeſſions, our opportunities in life, and 
our influence over others! We have in- 
deed been as a barren wilderneſs, when we 
might have been as a fruitful field. Juſtly 
might we be condemned as ſlothful and un- 
profitable ſervants. Of thy mercy forgive 
the debt of ten thouſand talents which we 
owe thee, and enable us more entirely to 
devote ourſelves and all we have unto thee, 
acknowledging that it is of thine own we 
give thee. Make us faithful ſtewards to 
our great Lord, from whom we have re- 
ceived all we have, and to whom we muſt 
ſhortly render a ſtrict account. May we 
think of no intereſt of our own, in oppoſi- 
tion to thine, or as ſeparate from it; but 
conſider it as moſt effectually living to our- 
ſelves, when we live moſt unto thee. Un- 
der a growing ſenſe of thy love to us, may 
we feel an increaſing love to our brethren 
of mankind; and as we have ability and 

opportunity may we be ready to do good 
unto all, Whatever of the good things of 
i „ this 
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this life thou haſt lodged in our hands, for 
their relief, may we be thy faithful al- 
moners; and while we give liberally may 
we do it with diſcretion, ſo as to anſwer 
the beſt ends. And do thou multiply the 
| ſeed ſown, and ſo proſper us in our worldly 
affairs, if it be thy blefſed will, that we 
may have more to impart td them that need. 
Whatever be our talents, may they not 
be hid; and if thou giveſt any of us but 
one, may that be improved with care, as 
what is to be accounted for to the Lord of 
all. 
May we be particularly concerned to be 
uſeful to thoſe with whom we are moſt in- 
timately connected in life, in promoting 
their ſpiritual and eternal intereſts. May 
we of this family be more uſeful to one 
another, eſpecially in our beſt concerns ; 
and may the heads of the family in parti- 
cular be the inſtruments of great and ever- 
laſting good to all committed to their charge, 
We wiſh well to the whole human race; 
and as an expreſſion of our love to them, we 
would affectionately recommend them to thy 
tender compathon, who art able to do for 
4 : them 
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them above all that we can aſk or think. Have 
pity upon the world that lies in wickedneſs, 
and let the goſpel every where be the power 
of God unto ſalvation. Bleſs our country, 
and let thy favour extend to all ranks of 
men. Promote among us that righteouſ- 
neſs which exalteth a nation. Awaken the 
zeal, and ſucceed the labours, of thy mini- 
ſters and thy people, for the honour of 
. Chriſt, and the falvation of ſouls. Shew 
mercy to all in diſtreſs. Be a friend to all 
our friends, and let our worſt enemies ob- 
tain thy ſalvation. We aſk all in the name 
and as the diſciples of the benevolent Saviour 
of men, who went about continually doing 
good, and loved us even unto death ; unto 
whom be glory for ever. Amen. 
"6 
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SATURDAY MORNING: 
| apes, 29 


Krona and watt Jehovah ; 
the creator of heaven and earth, the 
Lord of angels and men; we deſire with 
the deepeſt humiliation of ſoul to fall down, 
at this time, in thine awful: preſence, and 
preſent ourſelves. before thee. O penetrate 
our hearts with a becoming ſenſe of thine 
unutterable glories, and 8 regen 
ed e 10% %ο 

Who are we, O Lord, or what is our 
houſe, that we ſhould be-permitted to ſpeak 


unto thee, or to entertain any expectation 


of finding favour with thee? Well might 
we bluſh and tremble to appear in thy 
- majeſtic preſence, But great as is thy ma- 
jeſty, ſo alſo is thy mercy. Bleſſed be thy 
name, that in jeſus the Son of thy love, 
thou condeſcendeſt to viſit ſinful mortals, 
and to allow their approach to thee, 
and their covenant intercourſe with thee. 
To thee, therefore, would we come, in- 


vited 
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vited by thine own mercy, in the name of 
thy dear Son, truſting in his righteouſneſs 
and interceſſion, and- with the humble pub- 
lican ſmiting upon our breaſts, ſaying, God 
be merciful to us ſinners. 

We acknowledge, O Lord, that we have 
been great tranſgreſſors. The irregular 
propenſities of our corrupt nature have, in 
thouſands of inſtances, wrought to bring 
forth fruit unto death. If thou ſhouldſt 
be ſtrict to mark our offences we muſt im- 
mediately fink into deſtruction. But adored 
be thy grace, thou haſt called thy wander- 
ing ſheep, thy prodigal children, to return 
unto thee. Behold therefore, O Lord, we 


come unto thee, convinced of our folly as 


well as our ſin, in having departed from 
thee. Be thou merciful to our unrighte- 
ſneſs, and remember not our tranſgreſſions 
againſt us. 

And enable us, with the utmoſt fin- 
cerity, to ſurrender. ourſelves unto thee. 
We would avouch thee the Lord to be our 
God, and give up ourſelves to thee as thy 
people. O accept us as thine own, and 
grant that we may henceforth be entirely 
thine: thine for ever. Help us eordially 

to 
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to renounce all other lords which have had 
dominion over us; every fin, and every 
luſt ; the world, and Satan the god of it, 
who have uſurped the empire over our 
ſouls ; and enable us to reject all the tempt- 
ations which they may offer, to \ {educe our 
hearts from thee. 

To thee, O God, we deſire to preſent 
the whole frame of our nature; all the 
members of our body, and all the faculties 
of our minds, as living ſacrifices, holy and 
acceptable unto God, which we know. to 
be our moſt reaſonable ſervice, To thee 
alſo would we conſecrate all our worldly 
poſſeſſions, to be enjoyed and laid out for 
thine honour. And the remainder of our 
time on earth we defire to ſpend in thy ſer- 
vice. O do thou inſtruct and enable us to 
employ every year and day and hour ſo as 
ſhall moſt promote thine honour, What- 
ever influence thou giveſt us over others, 
help. us to improve it for thy glory and 
their good. May we reſolve eſpecially that 
we and our houſe ſhall ſerve the Lord. 

We defire alſo humbly to reſign ourſelves 
to-thy diſpoſal, and to ſubmit to thy holy 

» | | and 
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and ſovereign will. To thy direction would 
we leave all our concerns, and to thy diſ- 
poſal would we yield ourſelves, and all we 
poſſeſs, Continue or remove, beſtow or 
refuſe, whatſoever thou pleaſeſt. What- 
ever thou doeſt with us or ours, may we 
not only ſubmit, but acquieſce ; and even 
under thy moſt affiictive diſpenſations, may 
we- bleſs the name of the Lord. Father, 
not our will but-thine be done. 

Uſe us, O Lord, we beſeech thee, as in- 
ſtruments of thy glory, and honour us fo 
far as, either by doing or ſuffering what 
thou ſhalt appoint, to bring ſome revenue 
of praiſe to thee, and of benefit to the 

world. May we henceforth conſider our- 
| ſelves as not our own but thine ; no longer 
ſtrangers and foreigners, but thy peculiar 
people, fellow-citizens with the ſaints, and 
of the houſhold of God. Being devoted 
to thee as thy people, enable us to rejoice 
in thee as our God in an everlaſting cove- 
nant. 0 

We confeſs, O Lord, our utter unwor- 
thineſs of this honour and privilege, and our 
inſufficiency for the duties which we owe 
thee, 
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thee. Waſh us, we beſeech thee, in the 
blood of thy Son, clothe us with his 
righteouſneſs, and ſanctify us by the Spirit 
of thy grace. Deſtroy more and more the 
power of fin in our hearts ; transform us 
more into thine own image, and form us 


to a reſemblance of the bleſſed Jeſus, whom 


we acknowledge as our teacher and our ex- 
ample, our ſacrifice, and interceſſor. Com- 
municate to us the needful influences of 
thy enlightening, quickening, and com- 
forting Spirit. Lift up upon us the light 
of thy countenance, and enable us to go 
on our way rejoicing. 

And when we have done and ſuffered thy 
will on earth, remove us hence when and 
how thou pleaſeſt ; only grant that in our 
dying moments we may be enabled to glo- 
rify thee, and that with our laſt breath we 
may ſhew forth thy praiſe. Place under- 
neath us thine everlaſting arms, put ſtrength 
and confidence into our departing ſpirits, and 
receive us into the embraces of thine ever- 


laſting love. We aſk. all thro' Jeſus, the 
great Mediator of the covenant, to whom, 


with thee, O Father, and thine Holy Spirit, 


be everlaſting praiſes aſcribed. Amen. 


SAT UR- 
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SATURDAY EVENING. 
'  [ Doddridge.] 


T is a good thing to give thanks unto 

thy name, O Lord, and to ſhew forth 
thy praiſes, O thou Moſt High. Morning 
and evening. to ſpeak of thy faithfulneſs, 
and to talk of all thy wonderful works. 
Bleſs the Lord, O our fouls, and all that is 
within us bleſs his holy name. Infpire our 
hearts, O our God, with a deeper ſenſe of 
thy goodneſs, and enable us with unfeigned 
love and gratitude to make our acknow- 

ledgements to thee. | 
Thou art the author of our natures, the 
God of our lives, the fountain of all our 
comforts, and the foundation of | all our 
hopes. We bleſs thee for theſe bodies 
which thou haſt given us, which are fear- 
fully and wonderfully made; and ve praiſe 
thee that thou preſerveſt them in health and 
vigour, ſo that we are capable of reliſhing 
the entertainments which thou provideſt for 
out ſenſes, and of acting with vivecity in 
thy ſervice. 


We 
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We bleſs thee eſpecially for theſe ſouls 
of ours, which thou haſt created, whereby 
we are allied to angels, and formed after 
thine own image. We thank thee that 
thou haſt made us capable of enquiring 
after God our maker, of rendering thee a 
rational homage, and of enjoying thy fa- 
vour for ever. We bleſs thee for the know: 
ledge with which thou haſt adorned our 
minds, and eſpecially for that grace which 
thou haſt given us in Jeſus Chriſt, for our 
deliverance from that guilt and condemna- 
tion, in which the whole werld is involved, 
and for the renewing and ſanctifying in- 
fluence of thine Holy Spirit. 

We bleſs thee for that royal bounty with 
which thou provideſt for our daily ſupport 
and entertainment. Thou ſpreadeſt a table 
- far us in the wilderneſs,. and cauſeſt our 
cup to overflow. And we deſire to be 
thankful that we do not partake of the 
bounties of thy providence alone, but that 
we have ſo many agreeable friends to ſhare 
them with us. Thanks be to God for the 
bleſſings of ſocial life in general, and par- 
ticularly for our domeſtic and family en- 
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joyments: for ſo many dear relatives at 
home, as well as friends abroad, who are 
able and diſpoſed to ſerve us in the various 
offices of love. | : 
Nor would we forget to acknowledge thy 
favour in rendering us in any way capable 
of ſerving others. Whatever ability, and 
whatever inclination we poſſeſs, for pro- 
moting the good of our fellow-creatures, 
this alſo cometh from thee. wk 
We would allo take a benevolent pleaſure 
in thinking of that happineſs which thou 
art every where diffuſing among thy crea- 
tures. Thou art good to all, and thy ten- 
der mercies are over all thy works. The 
earth, O Lord, is full of thy riches. Blefſed 
be thy name for thoſe bounties of thy pro- 
vidence of which thy creatures partake here 
below. But with peculiar pleaſure would 
we think of the bleſſedneſs of every faint 
and angel that ſurrounds thy throne above. 
For ever adored be thy name for the reviv- 
ing hope thou giveſt us, of one day parti- 
cipating with them in their compleat and 
eternal felicity, and for all the means which 
thou affordeſt us to prepare us for it. 
N % On 
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On the ſurvey of the exceeding riches of 
thy bounty, we find ourſelves conſtrained 
to love thee above all the powers of lan- 
guage to expreſs. Bleſſed God, draw forth 
the deyout affections of our hearts towards 
thee, and enable us to delight ourſelves in 
thee as a being who art altogether lovely. 
May we loye thee for what thou art to 
thy creatures, who are every moment de- 
riving happineſs from thee, in numbers 
and degrees far beyond what we can con- 
ceive. But yet more may we adore and 
love thee for what thon art in thyſelf; for 
that infinite perfection which makes thee 
thine own happineſs, thine own end, infi- 
finitely venerable and lovely. O thou 
greateſt and beſt of beings, poſſeſs our ſouls 
with a ſupreme delight in thyſelf, and 
cauſe us to long after more abundant com- 
munications of thy favour, and a nearer 
conformity to thy will and to thy bleſſed 
nature. Withdraw our affections more from 
all created objects, and engage us to return 
unto thee, and repoſe ourſelves in thee as 
our reſt, who haſt dealt ſo bountifully with 
us. Thou art our father and our friend 
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for time and for eternity. As ſuch may 
we chearfully commit ourſelves to thee for 
both, leaving it to thee to chuſe our inhe- 
ritance, and to order all our affairs; while 
we make it all our buſineſs to ſerve thee, 
and all our delight to praiſe thee. O may 
our ſouls follow hard after thee, and ſtill 
preſs on towards thee, and may thy right 
hand uphold us, till all our defires be ac- 


compliſhed in the full enjoyment of thee. 


Amidſt all the difficulties and dangers of 
our mortal pilgrimage, may we feel ourſelves 
ſupported and borne forward by thine al- 
mighty arm, towards the region of bleſſed- 
. neſs, May we be waiting for thy ſalvation, 
with ardent deſire, and yet with calm re- 
ſignation, while we are found doing thy 
commandments. May our loins be girt 
about, and our lamps be burning, as thoſe 
who are waiting for their Lord; and O 
grant that we may be found of him in peace, 
The 


clote of cvery-week and every day bring 


N 


us n the cloſe of life. O that everx 
week and every day may find us wiſer and 
better; more fit to leave this world, and to 


enter into the heavenly ſtate, | 
N 2 We 
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We pray that thy bleſſing may be upon 
all thy people : feed thine inheritance, and 
lift them up for ever. May every chriſtian 
ſociety flouriſh in knowledge, holineſs, and 
love. Clothe thy miniſters with ſalvation, 
that by their means thy choſen people may 
be made joyful. Cauſe a glorious acceſſion 
to thy churches every where. May converts 
fly to Jeſus as a cloud, and as doves to their 
, windows, May thy table, O Lord, be fur- 
niſhed with gueſts, and may all that love thy 
. ſalvation, ſay, Let the Lord be magnified, 
** who hath pleaſure in the proſperity of 
** his ſervants.” We pray that thoſe who 
profeſs to have received Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord may be duly careful to walk in him. 

Grant that the ſolemnities of thine houſe 
[and of thy table] on the enſuing day, may 
be bleſſed to us and to our fellow-wor- 
ſhippers ; and that by all the ſervices of thy 
church below, we may be preparing to join 
the general aſſembly and church of the firſt- 
born above. We preſent theſe our imperfect 
praiſes and prayers to thee in the all- prevail- 
ing name of Jeſus, who died for our fins and 
roſe again for our juſtification, and ever liveth 
to make interceſſion for us: to whom, &c. 

SATUR- 
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SATURDAY EVENING, 


O R 
LORD's DAY MORNING, 
previous to the Lord's Supper. 


[Grove.] 


GREAT and marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God Almighty. What then art 
thou thyſelf, whoſe power produced and 
ſuſtains, whoſe wiſdom contrived and di- 
rects, whoſe goodneſs crowns them all. 
Our ſouls are quickly loſt in the contem- 
plation of thee. But yet we delight in the 
celebration of thy praiſes. We bleſs thee, 
O our God, that thou haſt made of one 
fleſh and blood all nations of men to dwell 
on the face of the earth, and determined the 
times before appointed, and the bounds of 
their habitation, that they ſhould ſeek the 
Lord, if haply they might feel after him 
and find him. We bleſs thee that thou 
haſt, in the courſe of thy providence, fo 
ordered the circumſtances of our birth and 
N 3 educa- 
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education, that we ſhould be partakers of 


the grace of the goſpel from our earlieſt 


years, and know the wonderful works of 
God ; even thoſe things which many pro- 


phets and kings defired to ſee and hear, but 


could not. 
We bleſs and magnify thy name for all 


our powers as reaſonable creatures; for all 


the teſtimonies of thy paternal care ; for 
all the effects of thy common bounty and 
goodneſs, in the courſe of our lives. But 
more eſpecially we praiſe thee for thy diſtin- 
guiſhing grace and mercy in Jeſus Chriſt, 
While we glory and rejoice in him we can- 


not forget to pray, that all mankind may 


enjoy the ſame happineſs. O may the 
whole world know that thou haſt ſo loved 
it, as to give thine only Son, that whoſoever 
believeth in him ſhould not Fein but 
have everlaſting life! 

Hear, O moſt gracious God, the prayers 


of thy faithful people for the enlargement 
of that kingdom of truth and righteouſ- 


neſs which thoy, haſt ſet up 'among men ; 
and that the religion of Jeſus max be pro- 


| 2 and practifed, i in its native fimplicity, 


wherever 
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wherever it is propagated. Grace be with 
all them that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
ſincerity. May their numbers continually 
increaſe, and their conſolations abound. 
May the multitude of them that believe be 
of one heart and one ſoul: and may the 
church of Chriſt appear to be the ſchool in 
which immortal ſouls are trained up for the 
more perfe& worſhip, and the everlaſting 
felicity of the heavenly world. 

O let us not receive the grace of God in 
vain, Let it not be in vain that we have 
been ſo fully taught the way of the Lord; 
that we have had ſuch aſſiſtances both ex- 
ternal and internal : that we have enjoyed 
every ſort of encouragement to abound in 
all the fruits of holineſs, which are by 
Chriſt Jeſus to the praiſe and glory of God. 

Pardon us, O moſt merciful Father, that 
we have made thee returns ſo unſuitable to 
thy great goodneſs: towards us: ſo diſpro- 
portioned to the vaſt and numberleſs obli- 
gations which thou haſt laid us under, and 
the repeated engagements which we have 
taken upon ourſelves. O forgive the cold- 
_ of our love to thee: our floth and 

N 4 nn. 


184 SATURDAY EVENING, os 


inactivity in thy ſervice : the ſmall profi- 
ciency we have made in the virtues of the 
chriſtian and divine life, notwithſtanding 
the advantage of ſo excellent a rule, fo per- 
fect an example, ſo free acceſs to the throne 
of thy grace, ſuch powerful aids from thy 
bleſſed Spirit, and ſo glorious a proſpect as 
that ſet before us, 
O O may the conſideration of why readineſs 
to pardon, fill us with an ingenuous hatred 
and deteſtation of all fin. And may we 
diſcover ſuch a care to avoid it, and to 
ſhun all the occaſions of it, and the tempt- 
- ations to it for the future, as ſhall be a ſa- 
tisfying evidence that all our iniquities are 
actually forgiven, through the redemption 
that is in Chriſt Jeſus. - And may the God 
of peare, | who brought again from the 
dead the great Shepherd of the ſheep, thro 
the blood of the everlaſting covenant, make 
us perfect to do thy will, working in us 
that which is well- pleaſing in thy fight ; 
fulfilling in us the good pleaſure of thy 
goodneſs, and the work of faith with power. 

Bleſs to us the external means of thy 
grace. Help us to bear in mind the deſign 
of 


'. 
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of one duty to diſpoſe for another ; and of 
all the inſtrumental duties of religion to 
beget and ſtrengthen in our ſouls thoſe 
exalted principles, and fixed habits of true 
goodneſs, by which we ſhall be more and 
more ripened for the life of heaven. By 
faith may we ſee him who is inviſible, and 
always walk as in his preſence. 

May we be more affected and influenced 
by the contemplation of an abſent Saviour, 
in every view of him. While we medi- 
tate on the bleſſed Jeſus, as enduring the 
contradiction of ſinners, and humbling him- 
ſelf unto death, even the death of the 
croſs, may we be inſtructed what to expect 
in the preſent life, and how to behave 
under all the afflictions and ſufferings of it. 
And may the view of a riſen Saviour ele- 
vate our hearts aboye all the vanities of 
this tranſitory ſtate, to that happy world 
whither he our Lord, and the fore-runner 
of all the faithful, is gone. May we know 
him, and the power of his reſurrection, 
and the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, and, 
count all things but loſs for the excellency 

of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
| | for 


* 
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for whoſe ſake may we be willing to ſuffer 
the loſs of all things, not counting our lives 
dear to us, ſo that we may finiſh our courſe 
with joy. Give us, O Lord, to feel more 
of the mighty power of thy grace, concur- 
ring with the goſpel of thy Son, to mortify 
every inordinate defire, to confirm every good 
purpoſe, to purify and regulate our affec- 
tions, and to change our whole ſouls more 
and more into a divine likeneſs. May our 
love to thee be ſupreme, though it can never 
be adequate to thine excellencies : may our 
devotion towards thee be unaffected and 
- fervent ;, our refipnation entire; our obe- 
dience chearful, uniform, and conſtant. To- 
wards men may we ever be juſt and charit- 
able, kindly affectioned, ready to do good, as 
we have ability and opportunity; carrying 
it towards all with a mild, a er n 
chriſtian ſpirit. | | 
With reſpect to ourſelves, may we be ſo- 
ber-minded, poor in ſpirit, and pure in heart. 
Help us to be continually oppoſing all mental 
irregularities, and daily gaining the victory 
over them. Help us to deny ourſelves, to 


, be temperate in all things, to bridle our? 
b tongues, 
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tongues, and to labour to be examples of 
patience, meekneſs, contentment, humble- 
neſs of mind, and to come behind in no 
good thing ; looking for the mercy of God 
unto eternal life. That ſo when we have 
done the work which thou haſt given us to 
do, and ſuffered all that thou ſaweſt meet to 
appoint, for the trial of our faith, hope, and 
ſubmiſſion to thy will, we may finally in- 
herit the promiſes which thou haſt made us 
in Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

In the proſpect of that happy ſtate would 
we now fay, Bleſſing and honour and glory 
and power, be unto him that fitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Lamb, for over and 
ever, Amen. 


yi [308811 


The Loxp's PrayBs, paraphraſed 
in the Words of the Aſſembly *. 


Thou high and holy one who inhabiteſt 
| eternity, and art far exalted above all 
bleſſing and praiſe; in whom it is conde- 
ſcenſion to accept the worſhip of angels; 
we adore thee that thou haſt revealed thy- 
ſelf as a God who heareth prayer; and 
that, as ſuch, thou inviteſt all fleſh to come 
unto thee. | 

Blefſed be thy name that, for the encou- 
ragement of ſuch unworthy creatures as we 
are, thou haſt appointed and revealed a 
glorious | mediator between thyſelf and us, 
even Jeſus Chriſt the righteous. And we 
thank thee that, in compaſſion to our in- 
firmities, thou haſt put words into our 
mouths, and taught us how to pray, and 
what to pray for. We bleſs thee that our 


* This (with the Introduction) may be uſed as a diſtin& 
form, when brevity is required, or otherwiſe be added to 
another prayer. | 

Lord 
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Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who came immediately 
from the Father, hath ſhewed us the way 
to the Father, and given us acceptable 
words to take with us in our applications 
to thy throne, even thoſe which he gave to 
his diſciples. After this manner, there- 
fore, would we now, in his name, addreſs 
ourſelves unto thee : 


Our FATHER who art in heaven, 


We would draw near to thee, with all 
holy reverence and confidence, as children : 
to a father, able and ready to help us, 


Hallowed be thy name : 


Me beſeech thee enable us and others to 
glorify thee, in all that whereby thou haſt 
made thyſelf known, and diſpoſe of all 
things to thine own glory. 


Thy kingdom come : | 
We pray that Satan's kingdom may be 
deſtroyed, and that the kingdom of grace 
may be' advanced. Let us and others be 
brought into it, and kept in it; and let 
the kingdom of glory be haſtened. 
Thy 
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Thy will be done on earth as it is done in 
| heaven : got; 
Make us, by thy grace, able and willing 
to know, obey, and ſubmit to thy will in 
all things, as the angels do in heaven. 


Give us this day our daily bread : 
Of thy free gift let us receive a compe- 


tent portion of the good things of this life, 
and let us enjoy thy bleſſing with them. 


And forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt us 
We pray that, for Chriſt's lake; thou 
wouldſt freely pardon all our ſins, and that 
by thy gtace thou wouldſt enable us from 
the heart to forgive others. 


ae lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
| us from evil : 


- Either keep us, O Lord, from being 
tempted-to fin, or ſupport and deliver 1 us 


when we are 8 
For 
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For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glary for ever * 


Lord, we take our encouragement,” in 
prayer, from thyſelf only, and deſire in our 
prayers to praiſe thee ; aſcribing kingdam, 
power, and glory to thee: And in teſti- 
mony of our deſires and aſſurance to be 
heard, (through Jeſus Chriſt) we . 
A M E N. 


The Lo xD's PRAY E * paraphraſed by 
Dr. Doddridge. Fam. Expo. Vol. I. 


UR Father, who art ſeated on a throne® 


of glory in the higheſt heaven; while we 
bow down before thine awful preſence with 


the humbleſt reverence, we would never- | 


theleſs approach thee with a filial confi- 
dence, as our bountiful and compaſſionate 
parent; uniting our ſupplications to thee, 
with hearts full of brotherly love, and aſk- - 

ing for each other the bleſſings we ſcek for 


ourſelves, 
: We 


* 


— — aw 


. 
— 
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We would fo remember our relation to 
thee, as to be above all things concerned 


| for thy glory, and therefore make it our 


firſt petition, May ty illuſtrious name be 


Sanfified! May the whole race of mankind, 


yea the whole world of intelligent crea- . 
tures, pay that dutiful veneration to thy 
divine majeſty which thy matchleſs perfec- 
tions ſo juſtly demand. And for this pur- 
poſe, May thy kingdom more perfectly come, 
which thy Son came to introduce among 
men : may it be eſtabliſhed with greater 
efficacy, may its nature be more clearly 
diſcovered, and its intereſts be more reſo- 
lutely purſued, by the Profen ſubjects 
ol it. 7 
May thy will, which is always wiſe and 
always gracious, be done as in heaven, ſo like- 
wiſe upon earth'; and may we mortals be 
taught to regard it with a reſignation, ac- 
quieſcence, and obedience, Ivan, that 
of the heavenly ſpirits. 

As for ourſelves, O Lord, we would not 
ſeek the great things of this life ; we would 


not be anxious about its diſtant futurities ; 


but humbly intreat thou wouldſt open that 
bountiful 
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bountiful hand on which we continually 
depend, and wouldſt give ws this day our daily 
bread : providing a competent ſupply for 
our preſent neceſſities, and teaching us to 
refer the reſt to thy continual paternal care. 

And though we have in many reſpe&s 
been diſobedient children, yet we beſeech 
thee, O moſt compaſſionate Father, to for- 
give us our offences, whereby we ſtand 
chargeable, as it were, in thy book, with 
debts which we can never clear: Vet do 
thou freely forgive them all, as we alſo de- 
fire to forgrve our debtors : yea ſuch pardon 
may we receive from thee our God as we 
are willing to impart to them. 

And do not bring us into circumſtances of 
prefling temptation, leſt our virtue ſhould 
be vanquiſhed, and our ſouls endangered 
by them: but if we muſt be thus tried, do 
thou graciouſly deliver us from the power 
of the evil one, that he may not triumph. 
in our fin and ruin, Theſe things we 
know that thou canſt do for thy children, 
and we are humbly bold to * thou wilt 
do them for us. 


O For 


r94 LORD's PRAYER, Ge. 

For thine is the kingdom of univerſal na- 
ture, and the fulneſs of almighty power, 
and the glory of infinite perfection; and to 
thee be the praiſe of all aſcribed for ever. 


And now may the peace of God, which paſſeth 
all underſlanding, keep our hearts and minds 
through Jeſus Chriſt. And may the grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with 
us 11 now and, for ever. Amen. 
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OCCASIONAL PRAYERS 


To be introduced in any of the preceding forms, upon 
the occurrences to which they are adapted. 
N. B. It may be proper for the perſon who reads 
the prayers previouſly to mark the places where any 
of theſe occaſional petitions may molt conveniently 
be introduced, 


On the Birth of a Child. 


WE bleſs thee, Father of mercies, for 
the late inſtance of thy ' goodneſs 
vouchſafed to this family. Adored be thy 
name, that in the time of danger and diffi- 
culty thou waſt pleaſed to diſplay thy ſav- 
ing power and mercy. We thank thee. 
that thine handmaid is the living mother 
of a living and perfect child. Write a law 
of love and gratitude on our hearts for this 
freſh inſtance of thy providential care, and 
grant that the life which thou haſt given, 
and the life which thou haſt preſerved, may 
be devoted unto thee, and be precious in , 
thy fight. 2 n | 
Be pleaſed to perfect the mercy which 
thou haſt begun, and ſpeedily reſtore thine 
handmaid to health and ſtrength; and grant 
that every additional mercy may be conſi- 
dered and improved by us as an additional 
| 0 2 obli- 


. 


. | # 
S 
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obligation to love and ſerve thee. May we 
and ours be the Lord's. 


Here may properly be added any of the fol- 
howing petitions (which may alſo be uſed 
on other occaſions). i | 


For the Children of the Famih. 
3 Hung. ] 


O Lord our God, the God of the ſpirits 
of all fleſh; all ſouls are thine: the 
ſouls of the parents, and the ſouls of the 

children are thine; | BT 
It is thy good providence which hath. 
built us up into a family. We thank thee 
for the children which thou haſt graciouſly 
217 thy ſervants. We pray that — who 
bleſſed us with them, wilt make them 
eee 
We lament the corrupt nature which 
they derive from us. But we bleſs thee. 
that there is a fountain opened for their 
cleanſing, and that they were betimes de- 
ditated to thee, Lord take them as mem 
bers of thy family. They are thine; ſave 
them; and let them be owned as thine in 

that day When thou makeſt up thy jewels. 
Siye them good capacities, and good diſ- 
politions of mind. Make them tractable, 
and willing to receive inſtruction. Aer 
"I e em. 


. 


& 
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them betimes to religion and virtue. Lord 
give them wiſdom and underſtanding, and 
drive out the fooliſhneſs that is bound up 
in their hearts. | * 

Save them from the vanity to which 
childhood and youth are ſubject. Fit them 
to live comfortably and uſefully in the 
world. We aſk not great things for them 
on earth. Give them, if it pleaſe thee, an 
healthful conſtitution of body; preſerve 
them from evil accidents; and feed them 
with food convenient for them. But above 
all, we pray, that thou wilt pour out thy 
Spirit upon our ſeed, and thy bleſſing upon 
our offspring; that they may be a ſeed to 
ſerve thee, which ſhall be accounted to the 
Lord for a generation. O give them that 
* part which ſhall never be taken from 

Em. ; | | ” 

Give us wiſdom and grace to bring up 
our children in thy fear, in the nurturg 
and admonition of the Lord; with meek- 
neſs and tenderneſs; and having them in 
ſubjection with gravity. Teach us, that 
we may teach them the things of God, as 
they are able to bear them. Diſpoſe us to 
reprove, and admoniſh, and when there is 
need, to correct them, in a proper manner. 
Help us to ſet them good examples of 
every thing that is virtuous and praiſe- 
worthy. Enable us ſo to tram them up in 
the way they ſhould go, that if they live 
to be old they may never depart from it. 

0-4: Keep 
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| Keep them from the ſnare of evil com- 


pany, and all the temptations of youth. 


* 


Make them ſenſible how much it is their 
intereſt as well as duty to be religious be- 
times. And Lord grant, that none of them 
may be found at the left hand of Chriſt at 
the laſt day. | | 5 
We earneſtly pray that Chriſt may be 
formed in their hearts betimes, and that 
we may have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing our 
children walking in the truth, and ſetting 
their faces heavenwards. 
Proſper the means of their education. 
Let all our children be taught of the Lord, 
and give them to know thee the only true 
God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt 
ſent. May they from children know the 
holy ſcriptures, which are able to make 
them wiſe unto ſalvation. As far as they 
are taught the truth as it is in Jeſus, may 
they continue in the things which they have 
learned. = 1 © | . 

It is our heart's deſire and prayer, that 


our children may be praiſing God on earth, 
when we are gone to praiſe him in heaven; 


and that we and they may at laſt meet to- 
gether there, to ſerve and enjoy thee for 


ever. | 


I it ſhould pleaſe thee to remove any of 
them from us in their youth, give us grace 
ſubmiſſively o reſign them to thee, and 
let us have hope in their death. If thou 
| tens ſhouldſt 
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ſhouldſt ſee fit to take us from them while 
they are young, be thou a father to them, 
to teach and provide for them, O thou in 
whom the fatherleſs findeth mercy. Thou 
knoweſt our care concerning them; O en- 
able us to caſt it upon thee, believing that 

thou careſt for them. © 


CY * 
Previous to the Baptiſm of a Child. 


WE adore thee, O gracious Father of 
mankind, that thou haſt continued 
the human race in exiſtence until now, and 
that ſtill the ſons and daughters of Adam 
continue to be born, and to repleniſh the 
earth. Woe bleſs thee for the addition 
which thou haſt lately made to our family; 
and we pray that the child which thou haſt 
115575 to thy ſervants may be ſpared as a 
leſſing unto us, and may be acknowledged 
as one of thy children. 15 
Encouraged by thy promiſe and cove- 
nant, we humbly give it up unto thee. Be 
thou graciouſly pleaſed to aſſiſt us in that 
ſolemn act of dedication in which we are 
about to engage. Deliver us from formality 
and hypccrily in celebrating the ordinanc 
of baptiſm: Help us rightly to under- 
ſtand, and duly to attend to the 17 zaning 
of this ſervice. May we gurſelves be en- 
tirely thine own, and be enabled in ſin- 


W O 4 cerity 
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cerity and in faith to give up our little one 
. unto thee, earneſtly fg that it may be 
a partaker of the peculiar bleſſings of thy 
cious covenant, and firmly refolving, in 
the ſtrength of thy grace, to train it up for 
thee. May thy preſence be with us, and 
thy bleſſing upon us, in this ſolemn ſervice, 
that ſo it may be made of great and laſting 
benefit to us and ours. Pour out thy Spi- 
rit upon our ſeed, and thy blefling upon 
our offspring, and grant that we and the 
child [children] thou haſt given us, may be 
indeed members of thy ſpiritual family, 
and may be at laſt admitted to dwell toge- 
ther in thine houſe eternal in the heavens, 


After the Baptiſm of a Child. 
ACEC EPT, O Lord, we humbly beſeech 
thee, of the ſolemn act of devotion, 
in which we have lately been engaging, in 
dedicating our little one unto thee. Hear 
the prayers which have been preſented to 
thee on the behalf of this child, and of all 
the members of our family, Help us to 
remember that the vows of God are upon us, 
und enable us conſcientiouſly to fulfil them, 
Incline our hearts to attend to the inſtruc- 
tions and exhortations which have been 
addreſſed to us, reſpecting our duty as 
chriſtians, as heads of a family, and as pa- 
1 3 | | | rents. 
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rents. Let us not be wanting in the uſe 
of any proper means for the temporal and 
eternal benefit of our offspring. May we 
diligently provide for thoſe of our own 
houſe, and above all ww may we be at- 
tentive to their immortal intereſts. Lord 
give us that wiſdom and reſolution which 
we ſo much need in the education of infant 
minds,. and in the right government of the 
family committed to our care. Whatever 
others do, may we and ours reſolve to ſerve 
the Lord. May we command our children 
and houſehold after us to keep thy ways. 


May thy grace affiſt, and thy bleſſing ſuc» - 


ceed us, in all our attempts for thy glory, 
and the eternal welfare of the precious fouls 
committed to our truſt. O may we be the 
honoured inſtruments of training up a godly 
ſeed, and of bringing many ſons and daugh- 
ters to glory. 

Bleſs the child which we have lately 
been devoting to thee. O may it live be- 
fore thee! If thou ſhouldit fee fit to re- 
move it in infancy, may we chearfully re- 
ſign it to thee, from whom we received it, 
remembering that the Lord who gave has 

- right to take it away. If its life ſhould 
be ſpared, may it be a comfort to us, and a 
bleſſing to the world and church. O Lord 
preſerve it from the ſnares of a wicked 
world into which it is born, early ſanctify 
it by thy grace, and train it up for thine 
heavenly kingdom. 

4 $ Bleſs 
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Bleſs the rifing generation in general, and 


the children of this family in particular: 
grant that they may be a ſeed to ſerve 
| thee; and at the laſt great day, may we 
meet them with comfort at the right hand 
of Chriſt, ſaying, Lord, here are we and 
the children whom thou haſt Je us. 


0 the Death of a Child, or other Raa, 


0 Thou Wee diſpoſer of all events, 
| we humbly acknowledge thy wiſdom 


and righteouſneſs in the breach which thou 


haſt made in this family. The Lord gave, 


and the Lord hath taken away: bleſſed be 
the name of the Lord. Support us, we 


pray thee, under this trial, and eſpectally 


grant us the ſanctified uſe of it. Teach 


us more effectually, by this ſtroke of thy 
providence, the vanity of human life, the 
uncertainty of our earthly comforts, our 
entire dependence upon thee, and the inft- 


nite value of thy favour, and of an intereſt 
in Jeſus Chriſt, which alone can yield the 
ſoul ſolid ſupport under the trials Wah 


await us in this vale of tears. 


When creature-comforts fail, O may we 
be led nearer to thyſelf, the inexhauſtible 


fountain. Promote in us an entire ſub- 


miſſion to thy wiſe and holy will, believ- 


ing that thy — are right, and that 
it 


1 
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it is in very faithfulneſs thou haſt afflicted 


us. Wean our hearts more from this 
world, and quicken us in our preparation 
for our departure out of it. Grant that all 
of us [and eſpecially the young] may be 
ſuitably affected with the conſideration of 
our frailty and mortality. 

Since our dear deceaſed [child] [friend] 
cannot return to us, but we muſt ſoon go 
to [him] [her]; Lord grant that we may 
be prepared to follow, whenever the ſum- 
mons ſhall come. Help us to live as be- 
cometh dying, and yet immortal creatures ; 
and O grant, that whatever painful ſepara- 
tions death may make between any of us 
who now ſurvive, we may all at laſt meet 
in that bleſſed world, where there is no 
more ſorrow, nor crying, nor death, but 
where we ſhall for ever live and rejoice. to- 
gether in the preſence of our God and Sa- 
viour. 


When any one in the Family is fick. 
MT merciful Father, look down we 

1 beſeech thee, with a compaſſionate 
eye, upon that member of our family on 
whom thou haſt laid thine afflicting hand. 
Thou art the great phyſician of the body 
as well as the ſoul. Speak. thou the word 


and [he] [ſhe] ſhall be healed. Direct to 
3 the 
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the uſe of proper means, and let thy bleſſin 
render them effectual [that ſo this 5 knack 
may not be unto death, but for thy glory.] 
Let health and ſtrength be ſpeedily reſtored, 
If it be thy bleſſed will, but eſpecially we 
y that the affliction may be ſanctified. 
et pain and diſorder of body be made the 
means of health to the ſoul, that ſo thy 
ſervant may have cauſe to ſay, it was good 
for [him] her] to be afflicted. | 
Particularly we pray that thou wilt give 
to [him] and us ſubmiſſion to thy holy will, 
and prepare us for the iſſue, whatever it 
may No If thou ſhouldſt ſee fit to take 
ſhim) out of this life, O Lord, fit [him] 
for another and better. 9 


on the Recovery of any one from Sickneſs. 


ACCEPT „O Lord, our grateful acknow- 
ledgements, for the kind appearance of 

thy providence on the behalf of one in this 
family, whom thou haſt recovered from 
ſickneſs [and raiſed from the borders of the 
grave. Thou killeſt and makeſt alive, thou 
woundeſt, and thou healeſt.] Make [him] 
whom thou haſt reſtored, and all the mem- 
bers of this family, unfeignedly thankful 
for thy delivering mercy, and let [his] life 
and ours ſhew forth thy praiſe. Grant that 
both the affliftion and the mercy may be 
hs : ; ſanctified 
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ſanctified as the means of bringing [him] 


and us nearer to thyſelf, and quickening 
us in the great duties of life; and O pre- 

e us for a dying hour whenſoever it 
thall come. To us to live may it be Chriſt, 
and to die gain. 


For one expecting the Time of Travail. 


WE humbly entreat thy favourable re- 

gard towards thy handgpaid expecting 
the hour of nature's ſorrow. Be pleaſed to 
carry her fafely to and through it. Hel 
her to truſt in thee, and do thou manif 
thy delivering mercy, ſo as to give us re- 
newed occaſion to rejoice in thee as the 
God of ſalvation, to whom belong the iſſues 
from death. May every addition to this fa- 
mily be made in mercy, and do thou give us 
a name better than of ſons and daughters. 


For Direttion in any important Concern. 

O Thou God of wiſdom and of love; we 
| defire to acknowledge thee in all our 
ways. Be pleaſed, according to thine own 
word of promiſe, to direct our paths. Shew 
us the way in which we ſhould go, and help 
us to purſue ſuch meaſures as ſhall be moſt 
for our comfort and uſefulneſs, and for the 
glory of thy name. Profper us, we intreat 
thee, in our undertaking,” and give us the 


fatis- 
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ſatisfaction to find that we have done what 
was right. Amidſt all the intricate paths 
of life do thou guide us by thy counſel, 


and let integrity and uprightneſs ever pre- 


ſerve us, for we wait on thee. 


For any gang, or gone a IE: 


Po thy care and blefling, O God, we 


commit cb as have] [one who has 
a journey in v 


or, are upon a journey]. 


Graciouſly, be pleaſed to keep [them] [him 


ar her] from all the evils of the way, 


Grant them] a comfortable interview with 
[their] friends, and return [them] in health 


and ſafety. Preſerve us going out and com- 


ing in from this time forth A for ever 5. 


and eſpecially keep us from fin. 


[If the journey be with a view to health. J- 


| Be pleaſed to bleſs the means uſed in order 
to the reſtoration and eſtabliſhment of bo- 


dily health and ftrength ; and grant eſpeci- 
ally that the ſoul may be in health 2 


7 2. per. 


Op returning 1 4 s Journey in aueh. 


PRAISED be thy goodneſs, O thou God 
of our lives, for the- protection which 


thou haſt afforded: to TO lone! of this 


* family. 


'C 
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family, amidſt the dangers of travelling. 
Thou preſerveſt man and beaſt. Make us 
duly ſenſible of our obligations to thy pro- 
vidential care, and do thou continue to 
watch over us at home and abroad ; and 
grant that while we live and move and have 
our being in thee, we may live to thy praiſe. 
Preſerve us in the great journey of life, and 
bring us ſafe to our eternal home. 


On being preſerved in Circumſtances of immi- 


nent Danger. 


\ 

O Thou kind ſhepherd of Iſrael; unto 

| thee we tender our unfeigned thankſ- 
giving for the ſeaſonable deliverance which 
thou haſt wrought out for [one of] this fa-= © 
mily, in a time of imminent danger. In thy 
hand our breath is, and thine are all our 
ways: thou keepeſt our eyes from tears, our 
feet from falling, and our ſouls from death. 
Help us ever to put our truſt in thee, and 
to conſecrate the lives which thou haſt pre- 
ſerved to thy ſervice and honour. 


For a Servant going to leave the Fanily# : 


WE commend to thy bleſſing the ſervant 
: who is about to leave this family. 
May [he] [ſhe] be placed in ſuch a fituation 
« ode | 
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as ſhall be for [his] real and ſpiritual good. 
Keep Uhm) from the temptations and ſnares 
to which [he] may be expoſed. May [be] 
ever be faithful to [his] earthly maſters, | 
above all ſeek to . thee oo maſter 

in heaven. 


For a Servant Jul. come into the . 

WE pray for the ſervant who is brought 
to reſide in this houſe. May [he] 

ſhe] be faithful to us, and to thee ; may 
he] (ſhe] diligently conform to the orders 
of this family, ſcrioufly attend the worſhip 
of it, and carefully improve every religious 
advantage to be here enjoyed, ſo as to have 


* everlaſting reaſon to bleſs God that how 
1 was n Wager x on gouf. 


Fat to the Celebration of the Lord s Sup 
per; to be intraduced in a Projer for 'tbt 
Lor d's Day, Morning, p. 5 , ory 97 


E with thoſe of us who are going to 

. celebrate the memorials of our Saviour's 
death at his table. The preparation of the 

+ heart in man is from thee the Lord. Work 
in us, we beſeech thee, thoſe diſpoſitions 
of ſoul, and excite in us thoſe holy and 
devout affections, which are ſuited to this 


ordinance. 


May 
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May we find our hearts truly humbled 
for our fins ; may we look on him whom 
we have pierced, and mourn ; and may the 
blood of Chriſt, which f. peaketh better 
things than the blood of Abel, be ſprinkled 
upon our conſciences, to purge us from 
dead works. 

May our fellowſhip be with the Father 
and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt. Enable us 
chearfully and unreſervedly to give up our- 
ſelves unto thee, in the bonds of an ever- 
laſting covenant. Give us to feel the con- 
ſtraining influence of a Saviour's love, that 
ſo we may reſolve henceforth to live unto 
him who died for us. 

Help us to cheriſh an ardent love to- 
wards all men, eſpecially towards our chriſ- 
tian brethren, and diſpoſe us to forgive all 
that have treſpaſſed againſt us, as God for 
Chriſt's fake hath forgiven us. By waiting 
upon the Lord in his ordinances, may we 
renew our ſtrength and be quickened in our 
| way to heaven. By the croſs of Chriſt may 
the world be crucified to us, and may, we 

be crucified to the world. 


Aſter receiving the Lord's Supper. 


WE bleſs thee for another opportunity 
for ſhewing forth the death of - Chriſt 
at his table. 27 us to remember the 


e | 
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. vows of God which are upon us, and make. 
us diligent to fulfil them. EE: 
Enable us to live and a& in a manner 
becoming the diſciples of a crucified Maſter, 
that ſo others may take knowledge of us 
that we have been with Jeſus. O ſuffer us 
not to diſhonour that worthy name by 
which we are called. Help us to walk cir- 
cumſpectly, not as fools, but as wile. 
Make us watchful againſt all the occa- 
ſions of fin, and the temptations to it. Let 
us not be conformed to the world, in its 
ſinful cuſtoms and faſhions, but may we be 
transformed in the renewing of our minds. 
As Chriſt died for our fins, may we be dying 
daily unto them ; and as he roſe again 1 
the dead, may we ariſe to Bel of life. 
By holding communion with Chriſt in his 
ordinances, O may we be adyancing in our 
love and likeneſs to him, and be growing 
more and more meet for that bleſſed world 
whither he is gone, where we ſhall no 
more. feed theſe memorials of him, but 
ſhall ſee his face, and enjoy his love for 
ever. 


At the Cloſe or Beginning of a Year. 


| ETERNAL chovah, whoſe nature is 

unchangeable, and of whoſe years 
there is no end ; we bleſs thee that, amidſt 
all the viciſſitudes and dangers to which we 


are 
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are ſubject, thou makeſt our lives thy care. 
Hitherto the Lord hath helped us. We 
deſire this day to call to remembrance the. 
years of the right hand of the Moſt High, 
Goodneſs and mercy have followed us all 
the days of our lives. We would now 
particularly call to mind the mercies of 
the laſt year. We are the living, the liv- 
ing to praiſe thee, as we do this day, 
Bleſſed be God for all the mercies, per- 
ſonal and relative, temporal and ſpiritual, 
with which the ball year has been 
crowned. 

To thy care, direction, and bleſſing we 
commit ourſelves and each other for the 
following part of our lives, and eſpecially 
for the year enſuing. We know not what 
even a day, and much leſs what a year, 
may bring forth: nor would we with to 
know. It is enough for us to be aſſured 
that our times are in thy hands, There 
we chearfully leave ourſelves and all our 
concerns, praying and believing that thou 
wilt order all things wiſely and graciouſly 


for us. bs 


We pray, with ſubmiſſion to thy ſove- 
reign will, that thou wilt continue our 
lives, and preſerve our health and comforts 
to the cloſe of another year. But eſpe- 
_ cially we pray that thou wilt prepare us ' 
and ſanctify to us, the events of it, what- 
ſoever they may be. 1) n n 5d 

den 
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We would humbly lament the fins of 
the year paſt, as well as all the former 
fins of our lives. We beſeech thee, of 
thine infinite mercy, to pardon them ; and 
grant us grace to watch and ſtrive againſt 
the repetition of them. May all _ things 
paſs away, and all things becqme gew. 

Wo defire to begin the 2 with 
God. g We would afreſh — ourſelves 
to th care, and conſecrate ourſelves to thy 
ſervice. And having done ſo, we deſire 
chearfully to refer all future events to 
thine indhite wiſdom, and fatherly good- 
neſs, 

As every year which paſſes brings us 
nearer to death and eternity,' may it find 
us better prepared for our great change. 
We know not but this year may be our 
laſt. God grant that it may prove our 
beſt. If thou haſt ſo decreed: that this 
= any of us ſhall die, O grant that 

th may be no terror nor ſurprize to us. 
May we he dying daily to fin and the 
preſent world, ſo that whenever we finith 
this mortal life, we may enter upon that 
infinitely happy one which ſhall never end. 
May the cloſe of every year, and every 
day, find us wiſer and better ; more happy 
in ourſelves, more uſeful to others, and 
more meet for that world where days and 
years ſhall ' be unknown, and time hall 
be no more. In thy preſence may we there 
all Ipend a bleſſed eterpity * =Y 
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The Lokp's PRAYER. Matt. vi. 9=—13- 


0 UR Father which [who] art in Bbeaven 

Hallowed be thy name —Thy kingdom come 
— Thy will be done * in earth as it is in heaven 
— Grve us ＋ this day our daily bread—And 
orgive us our I debts, as we forgive our 
debtors — And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil—\ For thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 


Amen. 


Wu. i 


— 
—i 


VARIATIONS in. Late xi. 2—4. 


® —325 in heaven, ſo in earth, — day by day. 
t — fins, for we alſo forgive every one il abe e us. 
9 No doxology. 


From theſe variations, it is evident, the Lord's Prayer 
is not to be conſidered by us as a preſcribed form, much leſs 
as neceſſary to be uſed at all times: But there can be no 
impropriety in adopting it occaſionally, with other paſſages 
of ſcripture, or of frequently cloſing our prayers with it, 
as a ſummary of our deſires. In ſo doing, it would be 
proper ſometimes to introduce the above variations. 


POS T. 


P as DA re tet ten - 
— — — T 
L = 


T is earneſtly recommended to thoſe who 
worſhip God in their families, that they 
read a portion of ſcripture, though ever ſo 

ſhort, before prayer. It would be well alſo 

if they would, frequently at leaſt, (and eſpe- * 
cially on the Lord's Day) ſing a few verſes 

of a pſalm or hymn. This would be very 
engaging to the younger branches of fami- 
lies, who, by this means, would become 
1 the art of pſalmody, and thus 
e trained up to join with advantage in the 
public praiſes of the church, for which too 
many, in our congregations, are ſadly un- 
qualified. It is greatly to the reproach of 
moſt of our ſchools, that, while every other 
agreeable accompliſhment is cultivated, the 
divine art of Gnging the praiſes of God is 
neglected; in conſequence of which the 
beauty and pleaſure of ſocial worſhip are 
greatly diminiſhed. _ 8 | 
8 See Mr. Matthew Henry's Preface. to his 
EE Family-Hymns. A/ Dr. Stennett's excellent 
| 5 Diſcourſes on Domeſtic Duties, p. 119, 120 
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